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FOREWORD»

s

The history of a glven period is not exclusively,or even mainly,
the hlptovy of its famols men and women. The real history of the
past lies in the answer %o the questlon,"How did the ordinsry,
undistinguished man live?",
Numerous recent publications such as the Farimdon Dlafles suggest
that in this respect a welcome reorientation of the historiang
perspective has taken place,and it is with a view %o providing
posterity with an addition to such all too scanty materdal,that the |
panprs which follow have been embodied in a permanent forma

A word of explanation as to the origin of these papers is needful. .
On the 25theof September I929,at Strandtown near Belfast in the
County of Down,there died onevJames Albert Lewis,leaving two sons,

i
I

arren,a Capbain in the Army,and Cllve,a Fellow of Magdslen Colleam’
Oxford; the nature of the sons occupations precluded any ides of
elther of them malntainlng thek# father!'s home,and in its subsequen
dissolution,a mass of papers came to 11ght,a cursory inspection of |
which seemed to indicate that the¥® was in them the kernel of a - ‘
family history,

The papers were glven to the present writer to sift,and as a result:
of that aifting,were found to fall into the following classificatic:

As Seven leather bound diaries in the handwriting of Albertris !
father in law,the Reverend Thomas Famllton,coverlnw 7lth ommiss*ons’
the period I850-1868,end an eighth volume conbaing a theologieal
e8saYe

Be Thirteen volumes of dairies by Warren L@wms,coverlnbgwith many
ommisslons,the period I9I2-19304

Ca Eight volumes of dairies by Clive Lewis,also with ommisslions,
uoveflng the period I922~L1928, v

De A number of short fragments of diaries By Albert Lewis and Clive
Lewls of warious dates.

Ee A quantliy of unsorted papers by Albert's father,Richard Lewls,
which the former had. presumabTy brought into his housge. on the

break up of his own old home in I903,

Fe A 1arg@ mags of letters written to and by Albert from the late
'seventles up to the time of his death,together with a miscellanecu:
collectlion of verse and other fugitive plecese Thls is by far the
most imporbant part of the collectionsand is more complete than suck
collections usually are,by wreason of the fact that Albert frequentl:
kept drafts of the whole or part of his private letberss In some
cages we have the drafts and the original letters,and a comparison
shows them to be practically 1aeﬁtloal, I have uhe“e;ore nok
hesitated to use his drafts as if they were the originals,but where
a draft is used,the fact 1s elways menbioned in the texta




T+ remains but bo add a word about tne ruTes which T have set
myself in arranging these papersa
The order of their bwesentatlon 13 chronological,with such
rodification as common sense dictated; esge,Thiémas Hamiltonts
essay¥, 'What saith the Seriptures?”, though weitten in I870,1s8
snecluded with his dlaries,;althought. the subsequent chepter opens
in I858e . Simllarly the Alberit-Edie love letters are reproduced
2s a story within a story in one groupgthough probably coverlng a
number of yearse
sxcept where otherwise stated,spelling mistakes have bheen correct-
-2d,80 Ffar as lles in my power,and punctuation has beén inserted
he?e necessarye :
“here I have been unsble %o declyfhdr the teAt T have 1ndlcated
the fact thusi- "(llleglble)§ Where there is a blank in the bext,
this indicates a blank in the original MS.
with regard to cmmissions,nothing has been exclsed except such
medical and other intimate details in certain letters as are -
pnarally deenmed unfit for publicationa

herever p0531b1e I have drawn on various members of the family
to supply from personal recollectlon,connecting links in the
written material; such contributims are generally,for obvious
roasons,anonymous,but I have taken such steps as were possible to
Juflsfy myself of the accuracy of thelr information before using
1te
I have avoided burdenin the text with lengthy prolegomana and
explanation of matters of publlc knowledge; to those who wish to
read the memoirs with a commantary,l rocommend TreveYYan's
"Sritish Hisbtory in the Nineteenth Century31782 IQOia "(Longmans,
Green and 00951922(9)

In conclusion I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to the authors
of the following works,in addltlon to the edltows of the usgual
vooks of reference,

"4 history and genealogy of the Warren Family" by the Revd.Thomas |
darren,FeRaSele ;Irelande printed for private clrculation,I9O2

"Belfast and the province of Ulster in the 20th.Centurya." by
fobert MaYoung,B.As,J.Ps (Pike and Coe,BrightonsI909.)

'The HMalvern College register." published for the 01d Malvernian
8301eby by Charles WufraVQ 192ba R

THE EDITORe

I9theNay,T933,
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