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DEDICATION

Thank you Dad for giving me life....

Preacher Be Fearless!

Beloved pastors, shepherds, and gospel warriors, we are called to serve in a world that is weary,
wounded, and wayward. Yet, God has placed His hand upon us, anointed us with His Spirit, and
charged us to lead His people with courage, conviction, and compassion. Ministry is not for the
faint of heart, but we do not labor in vain. This book is a pastoral companion, a source of
encouragement, and a reminder that you are not alone in this sacred calling. May these
reflections, drawn from Scripture and sermon excerpts, strengthen your heart and fuel your

passion to serve Christ boldly in a broken world.
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Shepherding Identity: Leading from Who You Are in Christ

2 Corinthians 5:17

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new."

Beloved, do you know who you are? Not just your name, not just where you're from,
but do you know who you really are in Christ?

The world will try to tell you who you are. It will put labels on you—too weak, too
broken, too messed up, too far gone. But God says something different! When you
give your life to Jesus, you are made new! The old you—your past mistakes, your
failures, your struggles—has passed away. You don’t have to be defined by what
you used to be. In Christ, you are a new creation!

That means you walk differently. You talk differently. You live with confidence, not
because of who you are, but because of who He is in you! You are forgiven. You are
chosen. You are loved. You are His!

So, don’t let the enemy whisper lies in your ear. Stand tall, child of God! Claim your
identity in Christ and walk in the power of His love.

I write to encourage you in your sacred calling and to affirm the identity from which
you lead—one that is deeply rooted in Christ. In a world that often defines leadership
by position, power, or performance, biblical shepherding calls us to lead not from

what we do, but from who we are in Him.

As pastors, our primary identity is not found in titles, accomplishments, or even the
work of ministry itself, but in being children of God, called and chosen by Him.
Before we were preachers, teachers, or shepherds, we were first loved, redeemed,

and sent by Christ. Our leadership flows from this foundational truth.

The Apostle Paul reminds us in Colossians 3:3, “For you died, and your life is

hidden with Christ in God.” This means that our effectiveness in shepherding is not
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based on external success but on our abiding relationship with Jesus. Leading from
our identity in Him allows us to shepherd with authenticity, humility, and

unwavering trust in God’s sovereignty.

As you continue to serve the flock entrusted to your care, may you find strength in
knowing that your identity is secure in Christ. May you lead with confidence, not
striving for validation, but resting in His calling. And may your ministry reflect the
heart of the Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for the sheep. Be encouraged,
for your labor is not in vain. The God who called you is faithful, and He will

complete the work He has begun in you.

The story is told of artist Paul Gustave Dore who was traveling in Europe when he faced
a predicament. He reached a border crossing and discovered that he had misplaced his
passport. Without his papers, the officer wouldn’t allow Dore to pass. Finally, Dore was
given a test to prove his identity. The official gave him a piece of paper and a pencil and
requested he draw a group of nearby peasants. Dore did so with such ease that the official
was convinced he was indeed the famed artist. Paul Dore’s identity was affirmed through
his work. Many people in our world find their identity through their work or
accomplishments. As Christians, our identity is not in what we do but in Who we belong
to. We are children of God, heir to His kingdom. Apart from God, we have no identity
and are but another lost soul in this world. But with God, we are a child of the King. We
have hope, we have purpose, and we have meaning. No matter what fails in your life, if
you have trusted Christ as your Saviour, you are a child of God. Outside things can

change, but you will always be one of God’s own.

Reflection Question:
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What old things in your life do you need to let go of so you can fully walk in your
new identity in Christ?

Prayer:

Father, thank You for making me a new creation in Christ. Help me to see myself the
way You see me. Give me the strength to let go of my past and walk boldly in my

new identity. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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The Cost of the Call: Walking the Narrow Road of Discipleship

Matthew 16:24-26

"Then Jesus said to His disciples, 'lf anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it. For what profit is it to a
man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in
exchange for his soul?""

Beloved, following Jesus is not just a Sunday morning thing—it’s a /ifetime thing!
It’s not just about singing the songs, saying the prayers, or wearing a cross around
your neck. No, Jesus is calling us to step up! He says if we want to follow Him, we
have to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and walk in His footsteps.

Now, let’s be real—this ain’t always easy. The cross is heavy! It means giving up our
own way, our own plans, and choosing Jesus’ way instead. It means saying no to

sin, no to selfishness, no to living for the world. But oh, the reward is greater than the
cost!

Jesus asks, what good is it to have everything in the world, but lose your soul? You
can have all the money, all the fame, all the success, but if you don’t have Jesus, you
have nothing. But if you have Jesus, even when life gets tough, even when people
don’t understand your faith, even when it costs you something—you

have everything. So, step up! Say yes to Jesus. Walk with Him. Live for Him. And
watch how He changes your life.

Leadership in the church comes with a cost. The moment we commit to following
Jesus, we are stepping into a battle where false teachings, cultural pressures, and
personal sacrifices will challenge our faith. The Colossian church faced this struggle
when false teachers crept in, trying to distort the truth about Jesus. They claimed He
wasn’t fully God and fully man, that His death and resurrection weren’t enough, and

that believers needed more than Christ to be saved.
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Paul, sitting in a Roman prison, wrote to correct these dangerous teachings. He
reminded the Colossians—and us—that following Jesus requires unwavering
commitment to the truth. If we are to lead God’s people, we must understand and

embrace the cost of discipleship.

Paul declares, “For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell”
(Col. 1:19). In other words, Jesus is the complete and final answer to humanity’s
greatest need—reconciliation with God. No ritual, philosophy, or additional

requirement can replace Him.

To follow Jesus is to recognize that He alone is the bridge between sinful humanity
and a holy God. He paid the ultimate price at Calvary, shedding His blood to
reconcile us. This means that following Him comes with an expectation: we
surrender our lives to the One who gave His for us. We do not belong to ourselves;

we belong to Him.

Paul reminds us that before Christ, we were enemies of God—alienated, sinful, and
lost (Col. 1:21). We had no way to fix ourselves. But Jesus took our place. He
suffered so that we might be saved, endured rejection so that we could be accepted,

and died so that we might live.

Salvation came at a great cost: the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. But that cost
does not end at the cross. It extends to every believer who chooses to follow Him.
Jesus Himself said, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matt. 16:24). True leadership in the church means
bearing the weight of sacrifice. It means enduring opposition, forsaking worldly

comforts, and standing firm in truth even when it’s unpopular.

Paul warns the Colossians not to drift away from the gospel (Col. 1:23). The cost of

following Jesus includes perseverance—staying grounded in the truth and resisting
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the pull of false doctrine. Today, the world offers many substitutes for the gospel:
self-help philosophies, moral relativism, and feel-good spirituality. But none of these

can save us.
As leaders, our calling is clear:

*  We are in debt to God, owing Him our very lives.
e  Qur allegiance is to Christ alone, not to human opinions or cultural trends.

*  Our mission is to proclaim the gospel boldly, without compromise.

Following Jesus is costly. It demands our all. But in return, we gain something far
greater—eternal life, unshakable hope, and the privilege of leading others to the

truth. So, let us count the cost and follow Him without hesitation.

Clarence Jordan, author of the "Cotton Patch" New Testament translation and founder of
the interracial Koinonia farm in Americus, Georgia, was getting a red-carpet tour of
another minister's church. With pride the minister pointed to the rich, imported pews and
luxurious decoration. As they stepped outside, darkness was falling, and a spotlight shone
on a huge cross atop the steeple. "That cross alone cost us ten thousand dollars," the
minister said with a satisfied smile. "You got cheated," said Jordan. "Times were when

Christians could get them for free."

Reflection Question: What is one thing you need to give up to follow Jesus more closely?
Prayer:

Lord, I want to follow You with my whole heart. Help me to deny myself, take up my cross,
and walk in Your way. Give me strength when the road gets hard and remind me that You

are worth more than anything this world can offer. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Faith on the Frontlines: Trusting God in Ministry’s Highs and Lows

Hebrews 11:1

""Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen."

Beloved, faith is a grind! It’s not just something we talk about—it’s something we /ive.
Walking with Jesus ain’t always easy. Sometimes, life twists and turns in ways we never
saw coming. Sometimes, we pray and wait ... and wait ... and wait. But that’s when faith
kicks in!

Faith is believing in what we can ¥ see. It’s trusting that God is working even when we don't
understand. The old saints used to say, He may not come when you want Him, but He's
always on time! That’s faith—knowing that God’s timing, God’s plan, and God’s ways are
always right.

Look at the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11—Abraham, Moses, Noah. They didn’t see the full
picture, but they trusted the process. They kept walking, kept believing, kept grinding in
faith. And what did God do? He showed up every time!

But here’s the good news—taith isn’t just about the grind, it’s also about the rest! We don’t
have to have all the answers. We don’t have to carry all the weight. We just have to trust the
One who does! When we put our faith in Him, we can rest knowing that God has it all
under control.

Faith is the foundation of the Christian life, but faith alone —without action —is
incomplete. The Apostle James challenges believers with a powerful truth: faith without
works is dead (James 2:14-26). True faith is not merely intellectual assent or religious

talk; it must be expressed through actions that reflect a transformed life. Faith that does

not lead to tangible change is like a body without a spirit—lifeless and ineffective.

James begins his discourse with a striking question: "What does it profit, my brethren, if
someone says he has faith but does not have works?" (James 2:14). He presents a

scenario where a believer encounters a person in need yet responds with empty words
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rather than concrete help. Such a response, James argues, is useless. Faith is not just a

concept to be discussed but a force to be demonstrated.

True faith compels action. If we claim to trust God, that trust should be evident in how
we serve, give, and love others. The Christian life is not about passive belief but active
obedience. Like a captain facing a sinking ship, we may not always have all the answers,

but we must be willing to act when faith is tested.

James confronts those who believe faith can exist apart from works. He reminds us that
even demons believe in God—and tremble (James 2:19). But their belief does not lead to
obedience, love, or worship. Faith that does not transform behavior is no better than the

faith of demons.

Believers must have convictions that align with their faith. If we say we trust in Christ,
our lives should reflect His teachings. To drive his point home, James gives two examples
— Abraham and Rahab. Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac demonstrated his trust in
God (James 2:21-23). Rahab, though an outsider, acted in faith by protecting God’s

messengers (James 2:25). Their actions were proof of their faith.

Faith calls us to action, even when it is difficult. A young boy who drops a dozen eggs does not
need sympathy alone—he needs help. Words of encouragement mean little if we have the ability
to make a tangible difference but choose not to. Our faith must be more than talk; it must be

lived out daily.

When we put our faith in Christ, we receive more than we can imagine. In Him, we find a love
that never fails, a righteousness that never tarnishes, and a joy that never fades. He is the King of
Kings, the Lord of Lords, the One who conquered death and the grave. Faith in Him is not just

belief—it is a call to action, a life transformed by grace, and a commitment to serve others.

Faith without works is dead. But faith with works? That changes everything.
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One night a house caught fire and a young boy was forced to flee to the roof. The father stood on
the ground below with outstretched arms, calling to his son, "Jump! I'll catch you." He knew the
boy had to jump to save his life. All the boy could see, however, was flame, smoke, and
blackness. As can be imagined, he was afraid to leave the roof. His father kept yelling: "Jump! I
will catch you." But the boy protested, "Daddy, I can't see you." The father replied, "But I can
see you and that's all that matters. In ministry we are called to take big leaps of faith at times
trusting that the father will catch us and keep us from sudden harm. It’s in spaces and places like

this where our faith in God is put to the test.

Reflection Question: What’s one area of your life where you need to stop stressing and
start trusting God?

Prayer:

Father, help me to trust You, even when I can’t see the whole picture. Strengthen my faith in
the twists and turns of life. Teach me to rest in You, knowing that You are always in control.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Fearless Leadership: Standing Strong in the Face of Uncertainty
Isaiah 41:10
"Fear not, for I am with you,; Be not dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen

you, Yes, I will help you, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand."

Beloved, fear will try to hold you back, but God is calling you to step forward! Life
brings storms—hard classes, broken friendships, uncertain futures—but the Lord

says, Fear not! Why? Because He is with you! You are not alone.

Fear whispers, What if I fail? But God says, I will strengthen you!

Fear shouts, What if I can't handle this? But God says, I will help you!
Fear lies, What if I fall apart? But God promises, I will uphold you with My
righteous right hand!

When we forget that God is with us, fear takes over. But when we know that He is
walking beside us, peace takes its place. You don’t have to figure it all out. You don’t

have to carry the weight alone. Just #rust that God’s got you!

So, ditch the fear and embrace the peace that only comes from knowing that the God
of the universe is by your side. Walk in that confidence. Walk in that victory. Walk in
that peace!

Do you remember the disciples journey out on the sea of Galilee? They encountered
some earth shaking fear! Fear is a natural human response to danger, but faith is the
supernatural response that Jesus calls His disciples to embrace. In Mark 4:35-41, the
disciples are faced with a sudden and terrifying storm while journeying with Jesus
across the Sea of Galilee. Through this experience, they learn three profound lessons

about fear and faith that remain relevant for believers today.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 13 Study to Proof Yourself



The disciples were seasoned fishermen who knew the dangers of the sea, yet this
storm caught them off guard. The storm arose suddenly, just as the trials of life often
come without warning. One moment, life is calm, and the next, waves of trouble
threaten to overwhelm us. The disciples’ reaction to the storm—panic and fear—
reveals how even those closest to Jesus are not exempt from moments of doubt when
trouble arises. However, Jesus teaches them that no matter how unexpected the

storm, He is still present.

Leadership, especially spiritual leadership, is not for the faint of heart. The story of
Elijah is a masterclass in bold, fearless leadership—an example for every pastor,
minister, and believer called to stand for truth in a time of spiritual decline. Elijah
was not a prophet of compromise but of conviction. He did not shrink back from
confrontation but faced the enemy head-on. His mission was dangerous, but his God

was greater.

The first thing to notice in the text is that God sends Elijah back into danger. Elijah
had spent time in hiding, but now God calls him out to stand before King Ahab. This

was not a diplomatic mission but a divine confrontation.

Elijah’s calling required:
*  Courageous Obedience — He had to trust God’s timing and go when called.
*  Public Boldness — His ministry was not meant to remain in obscurity.

e  Unwavering Conviction — He had to proclaim the truth without fear of

consequence.

God ties Elijah’s obedience to the prosperity of the land. The famine was not just a

natural disaster but a spiritual sign of Israel’s disobedience. The rain would only
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return when Elijah confronted Ahab. This teaches us that a leader’s obedience to God

can directly impact those they serve.
*  When leaders walk in obedience, people are blessed.
*  When leaders shrink in fear, the people remain in drought.
e  Spiritual leadership carries both responsibility and consequence.

Elijah’s journey to Ahab introduces us to Obadiah—a man of faith working in a
wicked system. Obadiah had remained loyal to Yahweh while serving under Ahab,
hiding prophets and preserving the remnant. His ministry teaches us that God

positions His servants in unexpected places.
Lessons from Obadiah:
*  God has people working behind enemy lines.

* Faithfulness does not always look the same; some are called to public

confrontation, others to covert preservation.
* Even in enemy territory, God raises up leaders who fear Him.
When Elijah meets Obadiah, their reactions to Ahab reveal two kinds of leadership:

e Obadiah was fearful. Though faithful, he worried about the consequences of

delivering Elijah’s message.
* Elijah was fearless. He knew that if God had sent him, God would sustain him.

Spiritual leaders must choose: Will they lead like Obadiah—faithful but fearful? Or
will they lead like Elijah—fearless and firm in their faith? Elijah was unafraid to
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stand alone against Ahab, Jezebel, and the prophets of Baal. He was willing to
challenge the false religion of his day and call the people back to Yahweh.

A fearless leader:
* (alls out compromise and false worship.
e Leads people back to truth.
e Trusts God for supernatural intervention.

Before Elijah could stand on Mount Carmel, he had to go through:
1. The Brook of Cherith — A season of dependency on God.
2. The Widow’s House in Zarephath — A season of refinement.
3. A Period of Isolation — A time to develop spiritual resilience.

God does not send leaders into battle unprepared. He develops their faith, tests their

endurance, and strengthens their conviction before they face their greatest battles.

The world needs fearless leaders who are willing to confront sin, proclaim the truth,
and trust God completely. Elijah did not fear Ahab, the prophets of Baal, or the

threats of Jezebel. He stood firm, knowing that God alone is in control.

Reflection Question: What fear do you need to release so you can walk in God’s peace?

Prayer:
Father, I let go of fear and grab hold of Your peace. Remind me that You are always with

me. Strengthen me, help me, and uphold me. I trust You, Lord! In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Power in the Prayer Closet: A Pastor’s Lifeline to God

Philippians 4:6-7

"Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ

Jesus."

Beloved, when life gets heavy, don’t panic—pray! Prayer is your power source! It’s

how you connect to the One who holds everything in His hands.

Too often, we worry first and pray last. We stress out, break down, and try to fix
things on our own. But God says, Be anxious for nothing! Instead of worrying,
start praying! Instead of stressing, start thanking! When you take your problems to
God, He takes the weight off your shoulders.

And here’s the blessing—when you pray, God gives you peace! Not the kind of
peace the world gives, but a peace that surpasses all understanding. A peace that
doesn’t always make sense. A peace that keeps your heart calm when life is crazy. A

peace that reminds you, Gods got this!

So, power up through prayer! Don’t wait until things fall apart—pray first, pray
often, and pray with confidence, knowing that your Father in heaven is always

listening.

The power of prayer is transformative. My first encounter with true prayer was in the
small church of my youth, surrounded by saints who lifted their voices in fervent
supplication. They prayed with conviction, expectation, and deep trust in the Lord. I

longed to know God in that same intimate way.
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This longing to pray is not new. In Luke 11:1, the disciples approached Jesus with a
heartfelt request: “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” They
had seen Jesus engage in prayer with a deep connection to the Father, and they
desired the same relationship. In response, Jesus provided both instruction and

illustration, revealing the essential nature of prayer.

As we explore Jesus’ teaching, we uncover two essential truths about prayer: (1) The

Master’s Instruction on Prayer, and (2) The Master’s Illustration on Prayer.
Jesus offers a model prayer, often called “The Lord’s Prayer”:

“Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us
our sins, for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do not lead us into

temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”” (Luke 11:2-4, NKJV)
In this model prayer, Jesus teaches three fundamental aspects of prayer:

1. Acknowledge Who the Father Is — Jesus addresses God as Father and
acknowledges His holiness. Prayer starts with reverence and recognition of

God’s authority.

2. Acknowledge What the Father Has Done — Jesus instructs His disciples to
ask for daily provision and forgiveness, recognizing God as the ultimate

provider and the one who extends grace.

3. Acknowledge What the Father Can Do — Jesus ends with a petition for
divine guidance and deliverance from temptation, reinforcing the power of

God’s protection.
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This prayer serves as a foundational guide for cultivating a life of prayer. Just as a
child begins with simple prayers before developing a deeper understanding, so too

must disciples grow in their prayer life.
To emphasize the importance of persistence in prayer, Jesus shares a parable:

“Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey,

and I have nothing to set before him’?”" (Luke 11:5-6, NKJV)

Though the neighbor initially hesitates, Jesus explains that persistence leads to
breakthrough: “...because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he
needs.” (Luke 11:8, NKJV). This teaches us that prayer requires perseverance. We

must keep asking, seeking, and knocking until the door is opened.
Jesus then provides a second illustration:

“If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if

he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish?” (Luke 11:11, NKJV)

Here, Jesus highlights the goodness of the Father. If earthly parents know how to
give good gifts to their children, how much more will our Heavenly Father give the
Holy Spirit to those who ask? This reveals that God is not only willing to answer our
prayers, but He desires to give us what is best—His very presence in the form of the

Holy Spirit.

The power of prayer is undeniable. In the prayer closet, in the quiet moments of
communion with God, we experience His guidance, provision, and transformation.
Jesus teaches us that prayer is not merely about asking for things but about
deepening our relationship with the Father. It requires reverence, persistence, and

trust.
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As disciples of Christ, we must ask ourselves:
1. How is our prayer life?
2. Are we teaching others to pray?
3. Do we approach God with faith and persistence?

May we commit to a deeper life of prayer, trusting that our Heavenly Father hears us
and desires to give us good gifts—including His very presence. Let us enter our

prayer closets with confidence, knowing that God is waiting to meet us there.

Reflection Question: What’s one thing you need to stop worrying about and start praying

about?

Prayer:
Father, [ bring my worries to You. Teach me to pray first and trust You always. Fill my heart

with Your peace and remind me that You are in control. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Spiritual Warfare in the Pulpit and the Pew

Ephesians 6:10-11

"Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put
on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of

the devil."

Beloved, this life is not a playground—it’s a battleground! Every day, the enemy is
coming for your mind, your peace, your faith. But God didn’t leave you defenseless

—He gave you armor!

You wouldn’t walk into a fight without protection, would you? Then don’t step into
life without your spiritual armor! Paul breaks it down in Ephesians 6:

The Belt of Truth—Stand on God’s Word, not the world’s lies.

The Breastplate of Righteousness—Guard your heart and live holy.

The Shoes of Peace—Walk with confidence, knowing God is with you.

The Shield of Faith—Block the enemy’s attacks with unshakable trust in God.

The Helmet of Salvation—Protect your mind and remember who you belong to.

The Sword of the Spirit—Fight back with the power of God’s Word!

And don’t forget the secret weapon—PRAYER! A warrior who doesn’t pray is a
warrior who won’t last. When you pray, you call on heaven’s power to fight for you!
So, don’t leave home without your armor. The battle is real, but victory is already

won in Jesus’ name!

Scripture reveals that fallen humanity operates within a system governed by the god
of this world—Satan. He rules through deception and destruction, opposing truth,
righteousness, godliness, holiness, and the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Within this

system, human leaders and governments often resist Christianity and reject Jesus as
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Lord. Yet, Christ declares that believers are the light of the world, shining as the

righteousness of God amidst this spiritual darkness.

Jesus commissions His followers to be in the world but not of it (John 17:14-18).
These two realities—the physical world and the fallen world system—are distinct yet
crucial to understand. Recognizing this distinction helps us grasp that spiritual
warfare manifests in multiple forms: through worldly influences, human opposition,
sin, and direct attacks from Satan. The fallen world is under the sway of an evil spirit

who strategically wages war against all who love God and belong to His kingdom.

The New Testament affirms that the world was created through Christ, as stated in
John 1:1-14. John 1:10 declares, "He was in the world, and the world was made
through Him." Yet, while "world" can refer to creation, it also describes fallen
humanity. Jesus tells His disciples, "You are the light of the world" (Matthew 5:14),
contrasting their divine calling with the world’s moral and spiritual corruption. Paul
explains that unbelievers are under Satan’s influence (Ephesians 2:2), confirming that

those apart from Christ remain in spiritual bondage.

John reinforces this reality in 1 John 5:19: "We know that we are of God, and the
whole world lies under the sway of the wicked one." Christians experience hostility
from the world because it stands in opposition to them. The Psalmist describes
worldly people as those who "have their portion in this life" (Psalm 17:14),
emphasizing their fixation on temporal gains rather than eternal treasures. Jesus
warns against such pursuits, asking, "Will a person gain anything if he wins the
whole world, but loses his soul?" (Matthew 16:26). The world system prioritizes

fleeting riches and earthly pleasures, elevating materialism above spiritual truth.

Jesus further distinguishes between Himself and the world, stating, "You belong to

the world here below, but I come from above" (John 8:23). Though He lived among
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humanity, He remained separate from its sinful influences. Similarly, believers are
called to engage the world as witnesses without conforming to its values. Jesus prays
for His disciples in John 17:15, saying, "I do not ask you to take them out of the
world, but to keep them from the evil one." This underscores the Christian’s dual

calling—to live in the world while resisting its corrupting forces.

Scripture consistently portrays the world as opposing both the believer and the
authority of God. It rejects Christ, His Word, and His Church while exalting those
who oppose Christianity. John warns believers, "Do not love the world or the things
in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him" (1 John
2:15-17). The world’s desires—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride

of life—are contrary to God’s will and will ultimately pass away.

However, the believer has assurance in Christ. John reminds us, "You are of God,
little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world" (1 John 4:4). Those who belong to God have spiritual
discernment, recognizing the difference between truth and error. Jesus affirms this
distinction in John 17:14-16, stating that the world hates His followers because they
are not of the world, just as He is not of the world. Yet, He also promises victory: "In
the world, you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the

world" (John 16:33).

Jesus further warns in John 15:18-20, "If the world hates you, know that it hated me
before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own. But
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you." This opposition is a defining mark of spiritual warfare. The world
—under Satan’s influence—actively resists Christ and His disciples. The battle is
intertwined with the flesh and the devil, forming a relentless attack against those who

stand for God’s truth.
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In conclusion, the world is a hostile entity that opposes the faith and the faithful. It
will not align itself with the Church, for it is under the dominion of the wicked one.
Yet, despite its opposition, believers are called to shine as lights, holding fast to the
truth of God’s Word. Through Christ, we have the victory, knowing that our battle is
not against flesh and blood but against the spiritual forces of darkness (Ephesians
6:12). Let us, therefore, stand firm in faith, unwavering in our calling, and confident

in the triumph of our risen Lord.

True story. A Christian leader -- we'll call him Steve --as traveling recently by plane. He
noticed that the man sitting two seats over was thumbing through some little cards and
moving his lips. The man looked professorial with his goatee and graying brown hair, and
Steve placed him at fifty-something. Guessing the man was a fellow-believer, Steve
leaned over to engage him in conversation. "Looks to me like you're memorizing
something," he said. "No, actually I was praying," the man said. Steve introduced
himself. "I believe in prayer too," he said. "Well, I have a specific assignment," said the
man with the goatee. "What's that?" Steve asked. "I'm praying for the downfall of
Christian pastors." "I would certainly fit into that category," Steve said. "Is my name on

the list?" "Not on my list," the man replied.

Brothers and sisters, the battle is real, warfare is real, and evil one is real, and unless we

take him serious, we too can become victims of his strategy.

Reflection Question: Which piece of God’s armor do you need to strengthen in your life?

Prayer:
Lord, I put on Your armor today. Strengthen me for the fight, cover me with Your power,
and help me to stand firm in faith. I trust that with You, victory is mine! In Jesus’ name,

Amen.
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The Holy Spirit as Ministry’s Guide and Strength

John 14:26

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you."

Beloved, navigating life without the Holy Spirit is like driving with no GPS. You might
think you know where you're going, but without divine direction, you're bound to take some
wrong turns. That’s why Jesus didn’t just save us—He sent us a Helper! The Holy Spirit is
not just an occasional visitor; He is your constant guide, your teacher, and the One who
reminds you of everything Jesus said.

But let’s be real—sometimes, we ignore His voice. We get caught up in our own plans,
emotions, and desires. Yet Galatians 5:22-23 tells us that when the Spirit is truly leading us,
our lives show it. His presence produces:

Love—A love that’s not just words, but action.

Joy—A deep, unshakable joy that circumstances can’t steal.

Peace—A confidence that God is in control, even in chaos.

Patience—A trust that God's timing is always right.

Kindness & Goodness—A heart that reflects God’s character.

Faithfulness—A commitment to God even when it’s hard.

Gentleness—A spirit of humility and grace.

Self-control—A discipline that keeps you aligned with God’s will.

Rolling with the Spirit means learning to hear His voice in every aspect of life—when
you’re making decisions, handling conflict, pursuing goals, or simply trying to live like
Jesus. It means surrendering your own way and trusting His lead, even when it doesn’t
make sense.

So, the question is: Who s in control? s it you, or is it the Spirit? Because when the Spirit is
leading, you don’t have to force things. You don’t have to manipulate outcomes. You just
have to follow. And when you do, He will never steer you wrong.

The book of Acts provides a compelling narrative of the early church’s reliance on prayer and the
power of the Holy Spirit in ministry. Acts 4:23-31 records a pivotal moment when the disciples,

having faced persecution, gathered to pray for boldness in proclaiming the gospel. This passage

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 25 Study to Proof Yourself



demonstrates the indispensable role of prayer in ministry and the manifestation of the Holy
Spirit’s power among believers. Through communal prayer, prayer in context, and prayer in
confidence, the church experienced divine empowerment. The Holy Spirit was not merely a

theological concept but an active force equipping them for the work of the Kingdom.

Acts 4:23-24 highlights the communal nature of prayer. Upon their release, Peter and John
returned to their fellow believers, and together they lifted their voices to God. This act of

collective prayer underscores the importance of unity in seeking divine power.

The believers addressed God as the “Sovereign Lord,” acknowledging His absolute control over
creation, people, and events. Their prayer was rooted in the certainty that God orchestrates all
things according to His divine will. This recognition provided them with confidence in their

petition.

When a church prays together, it aligns itself with God’s authority and purpose. A praying
community experiences divine intervention, as God works through collective faith. The power of
the Holy Spirit is often displayed most profoundly when believers seek Him in unity. Such
corporate prayers affirm God’s sovereignty, bringing assurance that He is at work despite

opposition.

In Acts 4:25-28, the believers framed their prayer within the context of Scripture, specifically
referencing Psalm 2. They recognized that opposition to Christ was not a new phenomenon;
rather, it was part of God’s predetermined plan. Herod, Pontius Pilate, and the religious leaders

played roles in fulfilling what God had already purposed.

Praying in context means aligning one’s prayers with biblical truths and God’s will. The early
church saw their suffering not as an accident but as part of God’s sovereign design.

Understanding this truth gave them the strength to endure persecution and continue their mission.

This approach to prayer teaches modern believers to trust in God’s greater plan. Just as the

disciples understood their trials in light of Scripture, today’s church must interpret challenges
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through the lens of God’s Word. Praying with scriptural insight brings clarity and reassurance,

affirming that God is in control even in difficult circumstances.

Acts 4:29-30 reveals the confidence with which the early believers prayed. They did not ask for
deliverance from persecution; rather, they prayed for boldness to continue proclaiming the

gospel. Their faith was not shaken by threats but strengthened through reliance on God’s power.

Their prayer included a request for God to perform healings, signs, and wonders through the
name of Jesus. This demonstrated their belief in the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Their

confidence was not in themselves but in God’s ability to manifest His power through them.

Prayer that is rooted in confidence produces extraordinary results. The disciples believed that
God heard them, saw their situation, and had the power to act on their behalf. Such faith-filled
prayers invite divine intervention and open the door for the miraculous. When believers pray
with the expectation that God will move, they position themselves to witness His power in

profound ways.

Acts 4:31 describes the immediate response to their prayer. The place where they were gathered
was shaken, symbolizing God’s presence. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and empowered
to speak God’s word with boldness. This was not a new Pentecost but a fresh outpouring of the

Spirit, equipping them for continued ministry.

The shaking of the place signifies God’s affirmation of their prayer. The infilling of the Spirit
reinforced their ability to fulfill their mission. They were not left to their own strength; rather,

they were divinely empowered.

The church today must return to a dependence on prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit. Just as
the early believers sought God’s presence with unity, scriptural alignment, and confidence, so

must modern believers.

1. Commit to Corporate Prayer: The church must be a praying community, recognizing that

spiritual strength comes from seeking God together.
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2. Pray in Alignment with Scripture: Understanding God’s sovereignty through His Word

allows believers to interpret challenges rightly and trust His plan.

3. Pray with Boldness and Expectation: Confidence in God’s power leads to supernatural

breakthroughs in ministry.

The Holy Spirit remains the source of divine power in the ministry. If the church today desires to
impact the world as the early church did, it must prioritize prayer and seek the fullness of the
Spirit’s power. May we be shaken by God’s presence, filled with His Spirit, and emboldened to

declare His truth with power.

Reflection Question: In what areas of your life do you need to surrender more fully to the
Holy Spirit’s guidance?

Prayer:

Holy Spirit, I invite You to lead me. Teach me to recognize Your voice, to follow Your
direction, and to bear fruit that reflects Jesus. Help me surrender my plans, my desires, and

my will to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Loving the Flock: Shepherding with a Servant’s Heart

Matthew 22:36-40

"“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?’ Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is
the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets."

Beloved, real love isn’t just something you say—it’s something you do! Jesus made it plain:
the greatest commandment is to love God with everything you’ve got. But don’t miss the
second part—He calls us to love our neighbor as ourselves. That means love isn’t just

about feeling something—it’s about showing something.

Loving out loud means seeing the needs around you and doing something about them. It
means standing for justice when others stay silent. It means serving even when it’s
inconvenient. It means extending grace when it would be easier to walk away. If your love
never moves beyond words, is it really love at all?

Jesus didn’t just talk about love—He /ived it. He touched the untouchable, lifted the broken,
and fought for the forgotten. If we are followers of Christ, then our love has to ook like His
—active, bold, and full of mercy.

Micah 6:8 reminds us that God calls us to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly
with Him. That’s a love that doesn’t just sit still—it moves. It speaks. It serves. It
sacrifices.

So let me ask you—are you loving out loud? Is your love for God showing up in how
you treat people, how you fight for the oppressed, how you serve your community?
Because Jesus made it clear: loving God and loving people go hand in hand. You
can’t do one without the other.

When it comes to serving others, no one compares to Jesus. He is the Good
Shepherd, the One who came not to be served but to serve. He left heaven’s glory,

took on human flesh, and humbled Himself to meet the needs of broken humanity.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 29 Study to Proof Yourself



Throughout His earthly ministry, Jesus displayed the heart of a shepherd—guiding,
protecting, healing, and providing for His sheep. He healed the sick, fed the hungry,
raised the dead, and extended grace to the undeserving. But one of the greatest

illustrations of His shepherd’s heart is found in John 13, where He took a towel and

washed the feet of His disciples.

A shepherd’s heart is a servant’s heart, and a servant’s heart has a towel mentality. A
towel mentality seeks out the opportunity to serve, sees no task as too menial, and

prioritizes the needs of others above personal comfort.

“Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world,

he loved them to the end.”

Before Jesus went to the cross, He demonstrated what true leadership and true
ministry look like. A shepherd’s heart is rooted in /ove. The text says, “He loved
them to the end.” Even knowing that His time was short, Jesus remained committed

to His disciples.
e Ashepherd’s heart serves even when time is running out.
e A shepherd’s heart serves even when others don’t deserve it.
e  Ashepherd’s heart serves because love compels it.

It takes humility to serve people who will deny you, abandon you, and betray you.
Yet Jesus, our Good Shepherd, did not withhold His love or His service from His

OWI.

“During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas Iscariot,

Simon s son, to betray him, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into
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his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, rose from
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his

waist.”’

Jesus made a deliberate decision to serve, even when betrayal was in the room. Judas
was present, yet Jesus still washed his feet. True shepherding means serving even

those who will turn against you.
1. A shepherd’s heart is willing to serve in the presence of betrayal.

2. Ashepherd’s heart is secure in its identity. Jesus knew He had come from

God and was returning to God, and that knowledge freed Him to serve.

3. A shepherd’s heart embraces humility. Jesus laid aside His garments—the

very things that marked Him as a rabbi—and put on the attire of a servant.

Shepherding is not about position; it’s about posture. Jesus took the posture of a

slave to model true ministry.

“He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, do you wash my feet?’ Jesus
answered him, ‘What I am doing you do not understand now, but afterward you will
understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You shall never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered him,
‘If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord,

not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’”

Peter, in his zeal, resisted Jesus’ service, but Jesus made it clear: If I don t wash you,

you have no part with me.

A Shepherd’s Heart:
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e Understands that cleansing is necessary. Jesus’ washing symbolized

spiritual cleansing, reminding us that shepherds lead others to purity.

*  Welcomes surrender. Peter initially resisted, but he eventually surrendered
fully. Those with a shepherd’s heart don’t just accept a little from Jesus; they
want all that He has to offer.

e Leads by example. Jesus washed their feet to show them how they should
serve one another. A shepherd doesn’t just tell people what to do; they

demonstrate it through action.

The distinction between washing (nipto) and bathing (louo) is critical. When we
come to Christ, we are bathed completely—our sins are forgiven. But as we walk

through life, we get spiritually dirty, and we need Jesus to cleanse us continually.
A shepherd’s heart is willing to:

* Serve when it’s inconvenient.

* Love when it’s undeserved.

*  Humble itself for the sake of others.

The question today is: Do you have a fowel mentality? Are you willing to lay aside

your title, your position, your pride, and pick up the towel of servanthood?

If Jesus, the Good Shepherd, the King of Kings, the Lord of Glory, took a towel to

serve, then surely we—His followers—must do the same.

Let us go forth with a shepherd’s heart and a towel mentality, serving others in love,

humility, and grace, just as our Savior has served us.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 32 Study to Proof Yourself



Reflection Question: Where is God calling you to show love in action this week?

Prayer:

Lord, teach me to love like You love. Give me eyes to see the needs around me, hands ready
to serve, and a heart that beats for justice and mercy. Let my love be more than words—Iet

it be action. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Living with Purpose: Rediscovering God’s Vision for Your Leadership

Jeremiah 29:11

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not
of evil, to give you a future and a hope."

Beloved, hear me when I say: You are not here by mistake. You are not a random collection
of cells; you are the intentional creation of a mighty God, and He has a purpose for your
life. Jeremiah 29:11 reminds us that God’s plans for us are filled with hope, peace, and a
future—not confusion, not chaos, and certainly not by chance. God’s vision for your life is
more than just a vague idea—it is a specific calling that He has already prepared for you.
But here’s the question: Are you living intentionally, in line with His vision? Or are you just
drifting, day by day, without clear direction, hoping things fall into place? Too many of us
settle for the current of life, letting the waves of distractions, pressures, and expectations
pull us away from the path God has laid out. But hear this: God is calling you to /ive on
purpose.

Living intentionally means you are making choices that reflect God’s plan for your life, not
just your own desires or the world’s idea of success. It means you’re prioritizing what God
values, even when it doesn’t always line up with what the world says is important. It means
you are walking by faith, trusting that His way is the best way, even when you don’t have
all the details.

Chasing your purpose isn’t a one-time decision—it’s a daily choice. It’s saying,
“God, I trust You with my future, and I’ll make today count for Your glory.” Whether
it’s in the classroom, in relationships, or in the quiet moments when no one is
watching, God is shaping you for a future that aligns with His perfect plan.

So, what’s holding you back? Is it fear? Doubt? Comfort? Let go of whatever it is
and chase the purpose God has already set before you. Because His plans are not just
for your success—they are for your good, for His glory, and for the impact He wants

you to make in the world.
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In Acts 5:12-16, we see a remarkable demonstration of the early church’s power and
influence. The apostles, filled with the Holy Spirit, performed many signs and
wonders, drawing the attention of believers and non-believers alike. Their unity,
integrity, and faithfulness led to a supernatural impact on their community. However,
as we reflect on their example, we must ask ourselves: What are we truly chasing in
our spiritual lives? Are we pursuing personal gain, social status, or comfort, or are we

earnestly seeking the presence and power of God?

The passage reveals that the apostles were endowed with supernatural power. Luke
describes how through their hands, miraculous healings and wonders were
performed, affirming their divine calling. This power was not for personal
glorification but for the validation of the gospel message and the transformation of
lives. The church was united, undivided by distractions, and single-minded in its

pursuit of God’s purpose.

This challenges us to examine our own spiritual priorities. Many today chase after
success, recognition, or material security, but the early church exemplifies a different
kind of pursuit—one that seeks after God’s will above all else. They were on one
accord in Solomon’s Porch, worshiping and witnessing in the very place where they
had previously faced opposition. Their focus was not on their own safety or

reputation but on glorifying God and advancing His kingdom.

Acts 5:14-15 tells us that as a result of their faithfulness, multitudes were added to
the Lord. This was not because of persuasive arguments or elaborate programs but
because of the undeniable presence of God in their midst. People saw the power of

God at work and responded with reverence and commitment.

Our world today is filled with distractions that pull us in different directions, often

away from God. We must ask ourselves whether our lives bear witness to His power.
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Are we living in such a way that people are drawn not to us, but to Christ? Are we
pursuing personal ambitions at the expense of our spiritual effectiveness, or are we

seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33)?

In verse 16, we see the culmination of their impact: people from surrounding cities
brought the sick and those tormented by unclean spirits, and they were all healed.

The apostles’ ministry mirrored that of Jesus, who also healed the sick and cast out
demons. Their purpose was clear—to serve as vessels for God’s power and to bring

healing, both physical and spiritual, to a broken world.

This challenges us to re-evaluate our own purpose. Are we aligning our pursuits with
God’s mission, or are we distracted by lesser things? True power and influence come
not from worldly success but from a deep, abiding relationship with Christ. When we
prioritize seeking God, we become instruments through which His power flows,

transforming lives and communities.

The early church teaches us that true spiritual power comes from a relentless pursuit
of God. Their unity, witness, and purpose were all rooted in their deep dependence
on Him. Today, we must shift our focus from chasing temporary gains to pursuing
the presence and purpose of God. When we do, we will see His power and influence

working through us, just as it did in the early church.

As we reflect on our own spiritual journey, let us ask: Are we truly seeking God, or

are we chasing after things that ultimately do not satisfy? The greatest miracle is not
just physical healing but the transformation of a sinner into a child of God. May we,
like the early church, be vessels of His power, bearing witness to His greatness, and

drawing others into His kingdom.

Show me a church where there is love, and I will show you a church that is a power in the

community. In Chicago a few years ago a little boy attended a Sunday school I know of.
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When his parents moved to another part of the city the little fellow still attended the same
Sunday school, although it meant a long, tiresome walk each way. A friend asked him
why he went so far, and told him that there were plenty of others just as good nearer his
home. "They may be as good for others, but not for me," was his reply. "Why not?" she
asked. "Because they love a fellow over there," he replied. If only we could make the
world believe that we loved them there would be fewer empty churches, and a smaller
proportion of our population who never darken a church door. Let love replace duty in

our church relations, and the world will soon be evangelized.

Reflection Question: What is one intentional step you can take today to align your life with
God’s purpose for you?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for knowing the plans You have for me. Help me to live intentionally, to
walk in Your purpose, and to trust that Your vision is greater than my own. Guide me in

every decision and use my life to fulfill Your will. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Leading with Grace: The Role of Forgiveness in Ministry
Ephesians 2:8-9
"For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it

is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”

Beloved, grace is the heartbeat of the Gospel—the unearned, undeserved favor of
God that covers our sins, lifts us from our failures, and sets us free to walk in the
fullness of His love. We are saved by grace, not because we’re good enough, not
because we’ve earned it, but because God decided to give us what we don’t deserve.
That’s the essence of forgiveness—God’s grace, freely given.

But hear me now—just as God has freely extended forgiveness to us, we are called to
give that same grace to others. It’s easy to hold on to grudges, to carry bitterness, to
hold people’s wrongs against them. But if we truly understand how much God has
forgiven us, how can we not forgive others?

Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us that our salvation is a giff, and we don’t have the right to
boast or to hold someone else’s mistakes over their heads. When you choose to
forgive, you’re choosing to release the power that resentment holds over you.
Forgiveness is not just for the person you’re forgiving—it’s for your own freedom.
Colossians 3:13 is crystal clear: “even as Christ forgave you, so you also must

do.” There’s no loophole. There’s no “but what if they don’t deserve it?” No. Christ
forgave us while we were still sinners. And if He can forgive us, despite all we’ve
done, we must do the same for others.

Living forgiven is the first step. But then, we are called to give forgiveness—because
grace is not meant to stop with us. The love and mercy we’ve received from God

should overflow to those around us.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 38 Study to Proof Yourself



So, what’s holding you back? Is it pride? Hurt? The need to be right? Let it go, and
let grace flow. Live forgiven. Give forgiveness. And in doing so, reflect the very love
of Christ to a world that desperately needs it.

In Luke 6:37-38, Jesus calls His disciples to a new way of living—a life rooted in
forgiveness, grace, and generosity. He tells them, "Judge not, and you shall not be
judged. Condemn not, and you shall not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be
forgiven." These words are not mere suggestions; they are a divine charge for those
who seek to follow Him. Jesus presents a radical shift in thinking, challenging His

followers to rise above human nature and embody the character of the Kingdom.

Forgiveness stands at the heart of Jesus’ message. It is a gift that we give to others,
but it is also a gift that we receive. Too often, we judge others without knowing the
full story. We assume, we condemn, and in doing so, we invite the same measure of
judgment upon ourselves. Yet, Jesus calls us to a higher standard: a life free from
condemnation and full of grace. The power of forgiveness is not just in releasing

others from guilt but in freeing ourselves from the burden of resentment.

A story is told of a young boy who, in a moment of mischief, accidentally killed his
grandmother’s pet duck. Terrified of the consequences, he hid the evidence, only to
realize that his sister had seen everything. She used this knowledge to control him,
making him do her chores and holding his guilt over him. Finally, unable to bear the
weight of his secret, he confessed to his grandmother. To his surprise, she already
knew. She had seen it all and had already forgiven him. She was simply waiting for

him to accept that forgiveness and free himself from guilt.

This story mirrors our own struggles with forgiveness. Sometimes, we are the ones in
need of mercy, carrying the weight of past mistakes. Other times, we hold others

captive, refusing to release them from the wrongs they have done to us. But Jesus
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makes it clear: "Forgive, and you will be forgiven." When we extend forgiveness, we

step into the abundance of God’s grace. It is not a transaction; it is a transformation.

Jesus does not stop at forgiveness; He calls us to a life of generosity. "Give, and it
will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over
will be put into your bosom." This is not just about material giving—it is about
giving grace, love, and mercy. When we withhold these things, we create a world of

scarcity. But when we give freely, we receive in abundance.

Jesus Himself is the perfect model of this new way of living. He did not come to
judge or condemn, but to forgive. He gave His life so that we might be reconciled to
the Father. On the cross, He spoke the ultimate words of grace: "Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34). If Christ could forgive from the

cross, how much more should we forgive in our daily lives?

The call is clear: live in forgiveness, and you will be forgiven. Release others from
condemnation, and you will walk in the freedom of grace. Give love abundantly, and
love will overflow into your life. This is the Kingdom way. This is the new way to

live.

Reflection Question: Who do you need to forgive in your life today, and what step can you
take toward reconciliation?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the grace You’ve shown me. Help me to live in the freedom of Your
forgiveness and to extend that same forgiveness to others. Remove any bitterness in my

heart and teach me to love as You have loved me. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Preaching the Power of the Cross in a Culture of Distraction

1 Corinthians 1:18

"For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who
are being saved it is the power of God."

Beloved, let’s talk about the Cross. It’s not just a symbol we wear around our necks or hang
in our churches. The Cross represents the greatest sacrifice ever made. Jesus gave His life
for you and for me—He took our sins, our mistakes, our guilt, and He paid the price so we
could be free. That’s the message of the Cross.

Now, the world might look at the Cross and think it’s foolish. “Why would anyone die for
someone else?” they might say. But for those of us who know Jesus, the Cross is
everything! It is the power of God that changed our lives forever. It’s through the Cross that
we are saved, set free, and given new life in Christ.

When you are rooted in the Cross, you stand firm in knowing that Jesus did it all for you.
You don’t have to earn His love or work for your salvation—His sacrifice was enough. You
can rest in His finished work.

But the key is staying rooted in that truth. Don’t let the world’s opinions shake your faith.
Don’t let distractions or doubts cause you to forget what Jesus did for you. Stand firm on
the Cross, because it’s in that sacrifice that we find strength, freedom, and purpose.

So, the next time life gets tough, remember: The Cross is the power of God. It’s the place
where victory was won. And because of it, you don’t have to live in defeat. You can walk in
the power of Christ’s sacrifice, knowing that He has already made a way for you.

The battle for souls is a spiritual war between God and Satan, where the world and the
flesh stand as adversaries to the gospel. Scripture affirms that victory in this battle comes
through preaching, which God uses to deliver people from sin and captivity (Mark

16:15).

This study highlights the significance of warfare preaching—proclaiming Christ’s death,
burial, and resurrection—as the means of spiritual victory. Preaching the cross dismantles
Satan’s strongholds, calls sinners to repentance, and transfers them from darkness into the

light of Christ. The biblical mandate is clear: believers must boldly proclaim the gospel,
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trusting in the power of the Spirit to overcome the world, the flesh, and the Devil (Eph.
6:10-15; Col. 2:15; Matt. 28:19-20).

God has ordained the church to be victorious, and warfare preaching is His weapon for
salvation. By lifting high the cross, the church wages war against the enemy and leads

souls into the loving embrace of Christ.

Finally, Preaching the Cross: The Power of God unto Salvation. The proclamation of the
gospel is not a mere religious exercise but a divine mandate that carries the power of
salvation. The Apostle Paul declared in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes.” At
the heart of this gospel is the cross of Christ—His death, burial, and resurrection—
through which sinners are reconciled to God. Preaching the cross is not optional; it is
essential, for it is through this message that God defeats Satan, rescues souls, and

establishes His kingdom.

Preaching must be firmly rooted in Scripture, which is the ultimate and infallible
authority for all teaching (2 Tim. 3:16-17). The preacher does not rely on human wisdom,
cultural trends, or personal philosophy but on the Word of God. Expository preaching
ensures that the truth of Scripture is faithfully proclaimed, interpreted in its proper
context, and applied to the lives of believers. Every sermon must begin and end with the

Bible, for it is the living voice of God that convicts, corrects, and transforms.

A gospel sermon that does not exalt Christ and His finished work on the cross is
incomplete. Jesus Himself declared that all Scripture points to Him (Luke 24:27).
Preachers must ensure that every message leads to Christ, revealing His redemptive work
as the fulfillment of God’s plan. The cross is not a side note—it is the main event.
Preaching that centers on the cross declares victory over sin, calls for repentance, and

invites sinners into a life-changing relationship with Christ.
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Preaching the cross is an act of spiritual warfare. Satan seeks to blind the world to the
truth of the gospel (2 Cor. 4:4), but the proclamation of Christ crucified demolishes
strongholds and sets captives free (Col. 2:15). Throughout church history, warfare
preaching has played a crucial role in revival, awakening, and the conversion of lost
souls. When preachers boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over sin, death, and the grave, the

kingdom of darkness is pushed back, and God’s kingdom advances.

True gospel preaching not only informs but transforms. It is profitable for teaching,
reproof, correction, and training in righteousness (2 Tim. 3:16). The power of the cross
sanctifies believers, equips them for service, and strengthens them in their faith. The
preacher’s role is not merely to educate but to call people to action—to repentance, to
faith, and to a life of obedience to Christ. The ultimate goal of preaching is not just moral

improvement but complete spiritual renewal through the gospel.

Preachers are divinely called to proclaim the message of the cross without fear or
compromise (2 Tim. 4:2). This call is not self-appointed; it is the sovereign initiative of
God, affirmed by the witness of the Spirit and the confirmation of the church. The
preacher must be faithful, fearless, and fervent, understanding that the salvation of souls

depends on the clear and uncompromising proclamation of the gospel.

Preaching the cross is the power of God unto salvation. It is through this message that
sinners are saved, the church is strengthened, and the kingdom of God advances. The
Scriptures, centered on Christ and His redemptive work, serve as the foundation for all
preaching. As preachers faithfully proclaim the gospel, they engage in spiritual warfare,
calling people to repentance and leading them into the victory of Christ. May the church

never waver in its commitment to preaching the cross, for in it lies the hope of the world.

The government of Polish Prime Minister Jaruzelski had ordered crucifixes removed

from classroom walls, just as they had been banned in factories, hospitals, and other
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public institutions. Catholic bishops attacked the ban that had stirred waves of anger and
resentment all across Poland. Ultimately the government relented, insisting that the law
remain on the books, but agreeing not to press for removal of the crucifixes, particularly

in the schoolrooms.

But one zealous Communist school administrator in Garwolin decided that the law was
the law. So one evening he had seven large crucifixes removed from lecture halls where
they had hung since the school's founding in the twenties. Days later, a group of parents
entered the school and hung more crosses. The administrator promptly had these taken

down as well.

The next day two-thirds of the school's six hundred students staged a sit-in. When heavily
armed riot police arrived, the students were forced into the streets. Then they marched,
crucifixes held high, to a nearby church where they were joined by twenty-five hundred
other students from nearby schools for a morning of prayer in support of the protest.
Soldiers surrounded the church. But the pictures from inside of students holding crosses
high above their heads flashed around the world. So did the words of the priest who
delivered the message to the weeping congregation that morning. "There is no Poland

without a cross."

Reflection Question: How can you stay rooted in the power of the Cross in your daily life?
Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. Help me to stand firm in that truth
and to never forget the power that comes from His love for me. Strengthen my faith, and let

my life reflect the victory of the Cross. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Being a Light in a Dark World: The Pastor as a Public Witness
Matthew 5:14-16

"You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all
who are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good

works and glorify your Father in heaven."

Beloved, you were made to shine! Jesus said, “You are the light of the world,” and that’s no
small thing. Just like a lamp gives light to everyone in a room, your life is meant to shine
bright for everyone around you to see. The way you live, the way you love, the way you
serve—those things reflect the light of Christ in you.

But listen—this light isn’t meant to be hidden. Just like you wouldn’t hide a lamp under a
basket, you can’t hide the light of Jesus in your life. It’s meant to shine for all to see! This
world can be dark, and people need the light of Christ more than ever. When you walk into
a room, when you interact with others, when you show kindness, mercy, and love, you are
letting your light shine. And when that light shines, it doesn’t point to you—it points to
Jesus.

Matthew 5:16 tells us to let our light shine so that others will see our good works

and glorify our Father in heaven. That means the way you live your life should make
people say, “There’s something different about you!” And that difference is Jesus in you.
So, where’s your block? Where’s your circle of influence? Whether it’s your school, your
neighborhood, your social media, or your family—shine there! Be the light that leads others
to Christ. Don’t be ashamed of who you are in Jesus. Stand tall and be proud to represent

Him, because when you shine, you point the way to the Savior.
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A pastor’s calling is a sacred journey —one filled with challenges, uncertainties, and
responsibilities. Yet, just as God led Israel through the wilderness, He also calls His
shepherds to be a light to His people, leading them with clarity, compassion, and
conviction. In Exodus 13:17-22, we witness a miracle-working God who provides
guidance day and night, ensuring that His people never walk alone. This passage serves
as both an encouragement and a charge to pastors: to be a visible and unwavering light to

their congregation, reflecting God’s presence in all circumstances.

The children of Israel were embarking on an unfamiliar journey. They had just left Egypt,
escaping the grip of Pharaoh, and were now on the path to the Promised Land. However,
God did not take them by the shortest route. Instead, He led them through the wilderness,
knowing they were not ready for immediate battles. In the same way, God calls pastors to
lead with wisdom, not always taking the easiest or most direct path, but the one that

strengthens and prepares the flock.

Just as God strategically directed Israel’s steps, pastors must trust His divine leadership,
ensuring that they guide their people according to His will and not human impatience.
Ministry is not about quick success but about enduring faithfulness. It is about leading the
people through seasons of hardship, knowing that God is preparing them for greater

victories ahead.

Verse 21 declares, “And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead the
way, and by night in a pillar of fire to give them light, so as to go by day and night.” This
visible presence of God served as a continuous assurance that He was with them.
Likewise, a pastor is called to be a steady, unwavering presence in the lives of their

people.

By days, the pillar of cloud provided guidance and covering, shielding Israel from the

harsh desert sun. Pastors, too, must be a covering—offering protection, wisdom, and
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guidance. They must be a source of refuge where the people can find strength,

encouragement, and truth.

By night, the pillar of fire illuminated the darkness, ensuring that Israel could keep

moving forward even when the way was unclear. Pastors must shine brightly in dark
seasons —when their congregation faces loss, doubt, or spiritual warfare. Even in the
midnight of despair, the people should see the pastor as a beacon of hope, reminding

them that God is near and His promises are sure.

Verse 22 is particularly powerful: “He did not take away the pillar of cloud by day or the
pillar of fire by night from before the people.” God’s presence remained consistent, never
wavering or disappearing. This is the challenge for every pastor—to remain faithful in
their calling, to never abandon their flock, and to always be present as a guiding force in

their lives.

In an age where spiritual leaders are often tempted to chase personal ambition or retreat
in discouragement, the call is clear: be steadfast. God has positioned pastors as His
representatives, and they must lead with the same unwavering faithfulness that He

demonstrated to Israel.

Pastor, your role is more than just preaching sermons—it is being the light that leads
God’s people safely through their wilderness. You are to be a guide, a protector, and a
visible representation of God’s faithfulness. The people may face difficulties, but as long

as they see your unwavering commitment, they will have confidence to continue.

When the journey gets tough, remember that you are not leading in your own strength.
The same God who led Israel leads you. The same God who provided a pillar of cloud

and fire will sustain you. The same God who performed miracles in the wilderness will
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work miracles through your ministry. Your role is simply to be the vessel through which

His light shines.

So pastor, remain steadfast. Be the cloud by day and the fire by night. Be the presence
that assures the people that God is still with them. And trust that as you lead them

faithfully, God will guide you as well.

May you continue to be a beacon of hope, a source of strength, and a testimony of God’s

faithfulness to His people.

Reflection Question: How can you let your light shine brighter in your daily life?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for making me the light of the world. Help me to shine brightly for You, to
show love and kindness to everyone I meet, and to point others to You with my life. In

Jesus’ name, Amen.
b
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Faith and Doubt: When Pastors Wrestle in the Midnight Hour

James 1:5-8

"If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without
reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he
who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that
man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded man,

unstable in all his ways."

Beloved, let me tell you something real: life is full of moments when things feel shaky. You
might be facing problems at school, struggles with family, or feeling unsure about the
future. And in those moments, it’s easy to doubt. It’s easy to let fear take over. But I want to
remind you today—when everything feels uncertain, that’s when you need to lean on God
the most.

James 1:5-8 shows us that God is not afraid of our doubts. He knows we have questions,
and He’s willing to give us the wisdom we need—/iberally, without holding anything back.
But there’s a key: when you ask, you’ve got to ask in faith. That means trusting that God
will do what He says He will do, even when you can’t see how it will work out.

Doubt will come. That’s just part of life. But don’t let doubt control you. The Bible says
when you doubt, it’s like being tossed around by the waves of the sea. You’re unstable,
unsure, and blown in every direction. But when you stand firm in faith—when you hold on
to what God has promised you—you find stability in the storm.

So, when things get shaky, don’t run from God. Run to Him. Lean on Him. Ask for wisdom.
Trust that He will guide you, even in the most uncertain times. God is bigger than your
doubts, and He’s faithful to hold you up when the ground feels like it’s slipping away.

Remember Pastor, ministry is a journey of faith, often marked by seasons of struggle and
surrender. Pastors, called by God to lead His people, sometimes find themselves wrestling
with obedience —hesitant, uncertain, and even fearful of what full submission may cost.
The story of Jacob in Genesis 32:21-32 is an eye-opening account of how God works
before bringing about major changes in our lives. Jacob's experience teaches us that

before God sends us forth in His will, He often isolates us, inflicts us, and then inspires

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 49 Study to Proof Yourself



us. Through this lens, we can find encouragement in our own struggles with obedience.
Jacob, having received divine revelation and promises, still struggles with fear. Knowing
that his brother Esau is approaching with 400 men, Jacob assumes the worst, forgetting
God's covenant of protection. In his panic, he takes matters into his own hands —sending
his family across the Jabbok River and attempting to insulate himself from danger

(Genesis 32:22-23).

Fear is a common adversary in ministry. It makes us doubt what we know to be true,
imagine the worst outcomes, and take actions rooted in self-preservation rather than faith.
How often do we, as pastors, find ourselves trying to control our circumstances rather
than trusting God’s sovereignty? Jacob’s actions remind us that unbelief, even in the
midst of God’s will, can lead us to act as though we have no faith at all.

Left alone in the night, Jacob encounters a mysterious man who wrestles with him until
dawn (Genesis 32:24). This man is no ordinary opponent but an Old Testament
appearance of Christ—a Christophany. The wrestling match was not about physical
strength but about spiritual submission. Jacob was not expecting this divine

confrontation, yet God met him in his moment of isolation to transform him.

Pastors often experience seasons of isolation—times when we feel alone in our calling,
misunderstood, or overwhelmed. Yet, it is in these moments that God moves most
powerfully. Isolation strips away distractions, leaving us with no choice but to confront
God. Sometimes, like Jacob, we resist surrender. We hold onto our plans, fears, and
identities, unwilling to yield fully. But when God wants to transform us, He will persist.
If necessary, He will even allow pain to bring us to a place of dependence on Him.
Jacob fought all night, refusing to yield, until God touched his hip and dislocated it
(Genesis 32:25). This injury was not to destroy Jacob but to bring him to a place of
surrender. No longer able to wrestle, Jacob could only cling to God, desperate for His

blessing (Genesis 32:26).
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As pastors, we sometimes wrestle with God’s calling, resisting full submission. We may
hold onto our comfort, our plans, or our pasts. Yet, when we refuse to surrender willingly,
God may use trials to humble us. Pain— whether through ministry struggles, personal
hardships, or spiritual battles—can be God’s way of bringing us to a place of total

dependence on Him. In our weakness, we learn that our only hope is to cling to Him.

After his night of wrestling, Jacob is no longer the same man. God changes his name
from Jacob (meaning "trickster" or "supplanter") to Israel (meaning "he will rule as
God")—a new identity reflecting his transformed character (Genesis 32:27-28). Jacob
leaves that place with a limp, a permanent reminder of his encounter with God (Genesis

32:31). He has seen God face to face, and he is never the same.

When pastors wrestle with obedience, the struggle is not just about the external call —it is
about internal transformation. God is not just shaping our ministry; He is shaping us.
When we truly encounter Him, we walk differently, think differently, and lead differently.
Our struggles with surrender are not meant to break us but to prepare us for greater
effectiveness in His kingdom.

Jacob’s story reminds us that wrestling with God is not a sign of failure but a process of

transformation. If you are a pastor struggling with obedience, know this:

1. Fear distorts reality — Do not let fear dictate your response to God’s call. Trust

His promises.

2. Isolation is God’s invitation — When you feel alone in ministry, recognize it as an

opportunity to encounter God in a deeper way.

3. Pain has a purpose — When God allows difficulties, they are meant to shape you,

not destroy you.
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4. Transformation follows surrender — Yielding to God’s will always leads to a

new identity, a greater calling, and a deeper walk with Him.

Pastors, you are not alone in your wrestling. Many before you have struggled to surrender
fully to God’s will, and yet, in that struggle, God has done His greatest work. Let Jacob’s
story encourage you— your wrestling is not in vain. God is preparing you, molding you,
and transforming you. When you finally yield, you will walk differently, lead differently,
and experience the fullness of what He has in store. Hold on to God, and do not let go

until He blesses you.

Reflection Question: What area of your life do you need to trust God with, and how can
you lean on Him in that situation?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for being faithful even when I have doubts. Help me to trust You with all
my heart, to lean on You when things get shaky, and to hold tight to Your promises. Give

me wisdom and peace in the middle of uncertainty. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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Holiness in the Pulpit: Living Set Apart in a Compromised Culture
1 Peter 1:15-16
"But as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, because

it is written, 'Be holy, for I am holy.'"

Beloved, it’s time to go all in! When you decide to follow Jesus, you don’t just dip your
toes in—you dive in! To go all in means to be fully committed, to live your life in a way
that reflects the love, power, and holiness of God. And let me tell you, that’s not always

easy, but it’s what we’re called to do.

1 Peter 1:15-16 tells us that God, who called us, is holy. He is set apart, perfect in every
way, and He’s asking us to live the same way—to be holy in a// our conduct. Not just on

Sundays, not just when we’re around other Christians, but in everything we do, every day.

But here’s the truth: to live for God in this world means you will stand out. You will be
different. You won’t always fit in, and you may even be misunderstood or ridiculed. But
guess what? That’s okay! When you choose holiness, you’re choosing to reflect God’s

character, and that’s always worth it.

God has called you to live set apart, to live in a way that shows the world who He is. It’s not
about being perfect. It’s about making the choice to follow Jesus in everything you do and
being willing to let go of things that don’t honor Him. It’s about letting God shape your

heart, mind, and actions so that your life becomes a testimony of His greatness.

So, are you ready? Go all in. Live in a way that makes others notice that there’s something
different about you—something holy, something set apart for God’s purpose. Let your life
be a reflection of His glory!

Character and outward behavior are crucial in a world that is both dying and decaying.

The Apostle Peter understood this reality when he wrote to the scattered Gentile believers
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across Asia. His words were meant to encourage them to live in a way that would bring
honor and glory to Christ. He reminded them that their lives mattered, and their conduct
could make an eternal difference to those observing them. Today, this truth remains vital,
particularly for pastors who are called to shepherd God’s people. Their lives must reflect
holiness, both in and out of the pulpit, demonstrating the transformative power of Christ

in a fallen world.

“For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited
from your ancestors. And the ransom he paid was not mere gold or silver. He paid for you

with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.”

This passage highlights the great price paid for our redemption. The ransom was not a
trivial exchange of earthly wealth but the very blood of Christ. This truth is foundational
for every believer, but even more so for pastors. A pastor’s life should reflect the weight
of this divine transaction. Pastors must remember that their calling is not a profession but
a divine appointment, one that demands integrity, righteousness, and a holy walk before

the Lord.

Because God has ransomed His people, pastors are to model the seriousness of this
redemption. There is no room for double-mindedness, moral compromise, or hypocrisy. A
holy life is not just a requirement; it is an expectation from the One who purchased us at
such a great cost. Pastors must therefore live in a way that testifies to the power of

Christ’s ransom, setting an example for their congregation to follow.

“God chose him for this purpose long before the world began, but now in these final
days, he was sent to the earth for all to see. And he did this for you. Through Christ you
have come to trust in God. And because God raised Christ from the dead and gave him

great glory, your faith and hope can be placed confidently in God.”
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Christ’s purpose was clear before the foundation of the world—He came to suffer and die
for our sins. This divine rescue mission calls every pastor to deep reflection. If Christ
came with a clear purpose, then those who preach His gospel must also walk with clear
intent. Pastors must trust in God and live with confidence in the power of the
resurrection. Their faith should not be wavering but deeply rooted in the certainty of

Christ’s victory.

A pastor’s life should inspire confidence in God, not doubt or confusion. When pastors
live holy lives, they point their congregations to the trustworthiness of God. Conversely,
when pastors compromise their integrity, they weaken the faith of those who look to them
for spiritual guidance. The resurrection of Christ calls pastors to live above reproach,

displaying the newness of life that is found in Him.

“Now you can have sincere love for each other as brothers and sisters because you were
cleansed from your sins when you accepted the truth of the Good News. So see to it that

you really do love each other intensely with all your hearts.”

Holiness is not just about personal piety; it is also about love. Pastors are called to love
their congregations sincerely and sacrificially. This love is not superficial but deep,
intentional, and Christlike. A pastor’s redemption should be evident in the way they lead
—with humility, compassion, and an unwavering commitment to shepherding God’s

people in truth and righteousness.

A holy life is a life of love. Without love, a pastor’s ministry becomes mechanical and
fruitless. Peter exhorts believers to love intensely, and pastors must lead the way in
demonstrating this love within the church. Holiness and love go hand in hand; a pastor

who walks in holiness will naturally exude the love of Christ.
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Peter closes with these words in verses 23-25:“For you have been born again. Your new
life did not come from your earthly parents because the life they gave you will end in
death. But this new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of
God. As the prophet says, ‘People are like grass that dies away; their beauty fades as
quickly as the beauty of wildflowers. The grass withers, and the flowers fall away. But

the word of our God will last forever.

Reflection Question: In what area of your life can you go all in on holiness and reflect

God’s character more fully?

Prayer:
Lord, help me to live holy, set apart for You in everything I do. Strengthen my heart to
choose what honors You and to stand apart from what doesn’t. Make me more like You

every day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 56 Study to Proof Yourself



Stewarding Time and Talents: Avoiding Burnout in the Ministry Race

Matthew 25:14-30

"For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who called
his own servants and delivered his goods to them. And to one he gave five
talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability;
and immediately he went on a journey. Then he who had received the five
talents went and traded with them, and made another five talents. And likewise
he who had received two gained two more also. But he who had received one

went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord's money."

Beloved, God has blessed each one of us with gifts, talents, and time. These are not just for
us to keep to ourselves, not just for us to use however we want. No, God has entrusted us
with these things so that we can invest them for His glory and for His Kingdom.

In Matthew 25, Jesus tells the story of a master who gives his servants different amounts of
money—called talents—and tells them to use them wisely while he’s away. Two of the
servants took what they were given and worked hard, multiplying their talents. But one
servant buried his talent in the ground, afraid to take a risk. When the master came back, he
was pleased with the first two servants because they used what they had been given to make
more. But the third servant was called wicked and lazy because he didn’t use what he had
been trusted with.

Let me break it down: the talents in this story represent the gifts and abilities God has given
you. Maybe your talents are in music, sports, art, teaching, or kindness. Maybe you have a
gift for leadership, helping others, or encouraging people. Whatever it is, God has placed
something special in you, and He wants you to use it for His Kingdom, not to hide it away.
What are you doing with your time and talents? Are you using them to bless others, to
serve, and to bring glory to God? Or are you letting fear or laziness keep you from stepping
out and making an impact? Don’t bury your gifts. Invest them. Use them for God’s glory,

and watch how He will multiply your efforts to bless others.
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Discipleship is not just a journey —it is a commitment that demands everything we have.
In 2 Timothy 1:13-18, the Apostle Paul provides Timothy with three key principles for
staying faithful in ministry: keeping a grip on the truth, keeping with God, and keeping
the covenant with fellow believers. These principles serve as a roadmap for every

believer who desires to serve Christ with unwavering devotion.

Paul begins by instructing Timothy to "hold on to the pattern of right teaching" (v. 13).
This charge reminds us of the importance of doctrine and the necessity of remaining
firmly grounded in the teachings of Christ. Paul emphasizes that remembering and
embodying the truth go hand in hand. To live what we have been taught is as crucial as

knowing it. If we believe in Christ, our lives should reflect that belief.

Living in faith and love requires a conscious decision to reject fear, hate, greed, envy,
pride, and other worldly enticements. Instead, we must find contentment in Christ and
love all people for God's glory. As believers, we are entrusted with the truth passed down
from the apostles and the early church fathers. Our task is not only to preserve it
intellectually but also to practice it daily. The time is urgent, and the testimony of the

church depends on our obedience, even when it is uncomfortable.

Paul exhorts Timothy to "carefully guard what has been entrusted to you, with the help of
the Holy Spirit who lives within us" (v. 14). This command underscores the reality that
we cannot maintain our faithfulness alone—we need the power of God to sustain us.
Timothy was given many gifts: his faith, witness, church community, ministry dreams,
and love for the saints. Paul urges him to protect these gifts from the enemy, who seeks to

steal and destroy them.

How can a believer guard what God has given? The answer lies in spiritual discipline —
prayer, reading Scripture, worship, serving, and living a holy life in community with

other believers. Our ability to remain steadfast is directly linked to our dependence on
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God. When we lean on Him, we find strength to withstand temptation and endure trials.
Just as Timothy was called to trust God and forsake sin, we too must rely on divine help

to sustain our commitment to Christ.

Paul then shares a sobering reality: "As you know, all the Christians who came here from
the province of Asia have deserted me" (v. 15). He specifically names Phygelus and
Hermogenes—leaders who abandoned him in his time of need. Their departure is a
painful reminder that commitment is tested in times of adversity. Paul warns Timothy not

to follow their example but instead to remain loyal to those who suffer for the gospel.

In contrast, Paul highlights Onesiphorus as a model of faithfulness. Unlike those who
deserted Paul, Onesiphorus sought him out in prison and ministered to him without
shame. His name means "profit-bearer" —a fitting title for one who carried the burdens of
others. Not only did he embody commitment, but his family followed his example,

demonstrating the impact of spiritual leadership within the home.

When we are in covenant relationship with one another, we do not abandon our brothers
and sisters when trials come. True commitment means standing by those who suffer for
Christ, recognizing that their faithfulness brings honor to the name of Jesus. Many missed

the opportunity to show love to Paul, but Onesiphorus seized it wholeheartedly.

Paul closes this passage with a blessing: "May the Lord show him special kindness on the
day of Christ’s return" (v. 16). He expresses gratitude for a brother who remembered him
in his darkest hour. Paul acknowledges that Onesiphorus did not stop searching until he

found him. He traveled, used his resources, and refused to give up until he could minister

to Paul.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 59 Study to Proof Yourself



This example challenges us to examine our commitment to our church family. Are we
willing to pursue one another with the same determination? Do we value covenant

relationships enough to remain faithful in difficult seasons?

Reflection Question: What talent or gift has God given you that you can invest in His
Kingdom today?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the gifts and talents You’ve given me. Help me to use them for Your
glory and to make a difference in the world around me. Don’t let me be afraid to step out

and use what You’ve entrusted to me. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Cultivating the Fruit of the Spirit in Your Leadership
Galatians 5:22-23
"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law."

Beloved, just like a tree is known by the fruit it bears, your life is known by the fruit of your
character. And when you follow Christ, He wants you to bear good fruit—fruit that reflects
His love, His peace, His patience, His kindness.
In Galatians 5:22-23, the Bible talks about the fruit of the Holy Spirit—these are the
qualities that should grow in your life when you live close to Jesus. Let’s break it down:
* Love: Loving people like Jesus loves us, even when it’s hard.
* Joy: Having joy in your heart that comes from knowing God, no matter the
circumstances.
*  Peace: Not stressing out over everything, but trusting that God is in control.
* Long suffering: Being patient, even when people or situations try your nerves.
* Kindness: Treating others with respect, being good to those who don’t always
deserve it.
*  Goodness: Doing the right thing, even when no one is watching.
*  Faithfulness: Sticking with God and others, being reliable and trustworthy.
*  Gentleness: Being kind and soft in spirit, not harsh or rude.
*  Self-control: Not letting your feelings or your desires control you, but making
choices that honor God.
Now, hear me: none of this happens overnight. Just like fruit takes time to grow, these
qualities take time to develop in your life. But here’s the key: the more you stay connected
to Jesus, the more His Spirit will grow these fruits in you. The more you spend time in
prayer, in the Word, and in worship, the more your character will reflect Christ.
So, what kind of fruit are you bearing? Is it good fruit that reflects Jesus? If not, ask God to

help you grow in these areas and make your life look more like His every day.
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One spring our family was driving from Fort Lauderdale to Tampa, Florida. As far as
the eye could see, orange trees were loaded with fruit. When we stopped for
breakfast, I ordered orange juice with my eggs. "I'm sorry," the waitress said. "I can't
bring you orange juice. Our machine is broken." At first I was dumbfounded. We
were surrounded by millions of oranges, and I knew they had oranges in the kitchen--
orange slices garnished our plates. What was the problem? No juice? Hardly. We
were surrounded by thousands of gallons of juice. The problem was they had become
dependent on a machine to get it. Christians are sometimes like that. They may be
surrounded by Bibles in their homes, but if something should happen to the Sunday
morning preaching service, they would have no nourishment for their souls. The
problem is not a lack of spiritual food--but that many Christians haven't grown

enough to know how to get it for themselves.

Reflection Question: Which fruit of the Spirit do you need to grow more in your life, and
how can you cultivate it today?

Prayer:

Lord, thank You for the Holy Spirit that helps me grow in love, joy, peace, and all the good
fruit You want to see in my life. Help me to reflect You in everything I do and say. Give me
the strength to grow in these qualities and to show Your character to the world. In Jesus’

name, Amen.
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Walking in Humility: A Pastor’s Battle Against Pride

Philippians 2:3-8

"Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others. Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made
Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient
to the point of death, even the death of the cross."”

Beloved, in a world where everybody wants to be first, Jesus calls us to be /ast. While folks
are out here chasing status, titles, and applause, Jesus is telling us to serve, to put others
first, and to stay humble.

Philippians 2:3-8 gives us the ultimate example—Jesus Himself. Think about it: Jesus is the
Son of God, King of Kings, Lord of Lords! He could have come to earth with riches, power,
and fame, but instead, He chose humility. He chose to be a servant. He washed feet. He
hung out with the broken. He gave up everything—even His life on the cross—for us.

And if Jesus humbled Himself like that, then what about us? We can’t walk around puffed
up, thinking we’re better than others, chasing our own success without thinking about those
in need. No, my friends, we’ve got to stay humble and stay true. That means treating people
with kindness, lifting others up, and remembering that every good thing we have comes
from God, not from ourselves.

So, don’t let pride trip you up. Don’t get caught up trying to prove yourself. Instead, follow
Jesus’ example—walk in humility, serve with love, and keep your heart focused on God’s
will. Because the way up in God’s kingdom 1s down—humbling yourself so that He can lift
you up in due time (James 4:10).

Pride is one of the most dangerous pitfalls of human nature. It blinds, deceives, and
ultimately destroys. In the Bible, Lot’s wife stands as a tragic example of what happens

when pride goes unchecked. Though she is mentioned only briefly in Scripture, her fate is
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a powerful warning against the consequences of arrogance, disobedience, and attachment

to a world that is perishing.

Jesus himself commands us to “Remember Lot’s wife” (Luke 17:32). These three words
serve as a sobering call to examine our own hearts. Who was this woman? She remains
unnamed in the biblical text, yet her story speaks volumes. She was the wife of Lot,
Abraham’s nephew, and a resident of Sodom—a city infamous for its wickedness. When
divine judgment came, she was given an opportunity to escape, but pride held her
captive. She could not bear to leave behind her life, her possessions, and her sense of

identity in that corrupt place.

Pride often manifests as an unwillingness to submit to God’s will. Lot’s wife had clear
instructions: flee and do not look back. But her heart remained tethered to Sodom. Her
longing for the past overruled her trust in God’s future, and in that moment of hesitation,
she was destroyed. Her fate—a pillar of salt—stands as a frozen monument to the

dangers of spiritual pride.

Her story teaches three essential lessons about pride. First, pride fosters misplaced
affections. Lot’s wife loved Sodom more than she loved God’s command. Likewise,
when we become too attached to worldly success, status, or sinful desires, we risk losing
sight of what truly matters. Second, pride creates an affinity with sin. She did not just live
in Sodom; Sodom lived in her. When we identify more with the world than with God’s
kingdom, we endanger our souls. Third, pride leads to annihilation. Her downfall was not
just physical —it was spiritual. She perished not only because she disobeyed but because

she refused to believe that God’s judgment was real.

Lot’s wife reminds us that pride has consequences. It convinces us that we know better

than God, that we can linger where He has commanded us to flee, and that our own
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desires matter more than obedience. In contrast, humility teaches us to trust, obey, and

move forward without looking back.

Pride destroyed Lot’s wife. It can destroy us, too—unless we learn from her example. So
let us take heed, keep our eyes fixed on the path ahead, and, above all, remember Lot’s

wife.

Reflection Question: In what ways can you show humility like Jesus today?

Prayer:

Lord, help me to stay humble and stay true. Keep me from pride, and give me a heart like
Jesus—one that serves, loves, and puts others first. Let me walk in humility and honor You

in all I do. In Jesus’ name, Ame
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Building a Kingdom Community: The Pastor’s Role in Biblical Fellowship

Acts 2:42-47

"And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers... So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,
praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily
those who were being saved."

Beloved, we were never meant to walk this faith journey alone. God didn’t design us to be
isolated, doing life by ourselves. No, He calls us to build a tight community, a family of
faith where we grow together, pray together, and lift each other up.

Acts 2 gives us a picture of what real Christian community looks like. The early

church stayed together—they worshiped together, ate together, shared what they had, and
took care of each other. And because they lived in unity, the Lord kept adding to their
numbers! Their love for each other made the world take notice.

That’s what we are called to do! A strong community doesn’t just happen—you have

to build it. That means being there for your brothers and sisters in Christ, checking in on
folks, inviting people to your table, and making sure no one feels alone. It means praying
for one another, encouraging each other, and making space for real relationships.

Family, let’s be a place where love is real, where kindness is normal, where people know
they belong. When we live like that, not only do we grow stronger, but the world sees Jesus
through us!

The early church in Acts 4:32-37 presents a compelling model of Christian community—
a body of believers unified in heart and mind, devoted to sharing their resources, and
deeply committed to one another’s well-being. This passage illuminates the power of

unity, selflessness, and generosity within the church, demonstrating that a Spirit-filled

community can transform lives and serve as a powerful witness to the resurrection of

Christ.

The believers in Acts were bound together not merely by doctrine, but by love and a

shared mission. Their unity was evident in their willingness to relinquish personal claims
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to possessions, recognizing that everything they had was ultimately God's. Their oneness
extended to every aspect of church life—mission, vision, discipleship, worship, and
stewardship. This unity produced a joy that could not be manufactured by human effort
but was the result of the Holy Spirit at work. When the church is unified, joy permeates
its ministry, serving, giving, and worship, leading to an unstoppable movement of God’s

power in the world.

The generosity of the early believers was not an obligation but an overflow of their
gratitude for what God had done. They sold land and possessions to meet the needs of
others, ensuring that no one lacked. This radical generosity was born of the Spirit, who
cultivated within them a heart of gratitude and trust in God’s provision. Their giving was
extreme because they served an extreme God who had extended to them extreme grace,
mercy, and love. This spirit of benevolence fueled the ministry, allowing the apostles to

preach with power and the congregation to experience divine favor.

One remarkable example of sacrificial giving in this passage is Barnabas, whose
generosity set him apart. He not only gave materially but also lived out his name—*“Son
of Encouragement.” Throughout Acts, Barnabas became known for uplifting others,
standing by Paul, welcoming Gentiles, and defending John Mark. His life exemplifies the
ministry of encouragement, which remains essential in the church today. Every
community needs Barnabas-like figures—those who give sacrificially, advocate for the

marginalized, and inspire others to remain steadfast in faith.

The power of the early church lay not in wealth or status, but in their deep commitment to
one another. Their unity, generosity, and encouragement made them a formidable force
for the gospel. Because they gave freely, God poured out His grace upon them, equipping
them to testify boldly about Christ’s resurrection. Their example challenges today’s

church to cultivate the same spirit of selflessness and encouragement. When believers
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come together in unity and love, they reflect Christ’s heart and unleash His

transformative power in the world.

The benevolent church of Acts reminds us that true Christian community is not about
individual gain but collective flourishing. A church that embraces unity, generosity, and
encouragement will not only meet the needs of its members but will also stand as a

powerful testimony of God’s love to the world.

Reflection Question: How can you build a stronger, Christ-centered community this week?
Prayer:

Lord, help me to build real, loving relationships in Your name. Show me how to open my
heart and my life to others. Let my love for my community be a reflection of Your love for

the world. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Trusting God’s Timing in Ministry Growth and Transition
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11

"To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven..."

Beloved, life is like a song, and every song has a beat. If you rush ahead of the beat, the
music don’t sound right. If you fall behind, you miss your moment. But when you stay in

rhythm, everything flows just like it should.

That’s how it is with God’s timing. Ecclesiastes 3 tells us that there’s a time for everything
—a time to grow, a time to rest, a time to move, and a time to wait. But let’s be real: waiting
can be hard! When we want something to happen right now, it’s tough to trust that God’s

got a plan.

But hear me: God's beat is always perfect. He knows the right time for every blessing,
every breakthrough, and every open door in your life. If you try to force something before
its season, you might end up with a mess. But if you trust God and move when He says

move, everything will fall into place.

So, don’t rush. Don’t get frustrated if things aren’t happening as fast as you want. Stay in
step with God, listen for His voice, and trust that He’s setting you up for

something greater than you can imagine!

In ministry, there are times when circumstances seem out of control, and we struggle to
see God's hand at work. The story of Esther is a powerful reminder that God is always in
control, even when His presence is not immediately visible. Esther’s journey from an
orphaned Jewish girl to the Queen of Persia was not a coincidence—it was divine
positioning. Though she may not have understood why she was placed in the palace, her
moment of decision came when her people faced extermination. Through her bold faith,

we learn to trust God's timing, even when things don’t look the way they should.
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Esther faced an overwhelming problem—her people, the Jews, were under the threat of
destruction by Haman, a powerful political figure who sought their extermination. When
Mordecai, her cousin and guardian, informed her of this decree, Esther was confronted
with the weight of responsibility. She had not asked to be in this position, nor did she
fully understand God’s plan for her life at that moment. However, she had to face the

reality that God had placed her there for a purpose.

In ministry, we often find ourselves in situations beyond our control. We may face
opposition, uncertainty, or even personal doubts. But like Esther, we must recognize that
God allows these challenges for a reason. He 1s always working behind the scenes,

orchestrating events for His glory and our good.

Mordecai reminded Esther, "Who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such
a time as this?" (Esther 4:14, NKJV). This was a call for Esther to realize that her
position was not accidental. God had placed her in the palace to be an intercessor for His
people. Though approaching the king uninvited could have cost her life, she had to trust

that God had positioned her for a greater purpose.

In ministry, we, too, are placed in positions where we must take a stand. Whether in
leadership, service, or advocacy, God calls us to be His representatives, even in hostile or
uncertain circumstances. Like Esther, we must embrace our divine appointment and trust

that God knows exactly where He has placed us.

Before taking action, Esther sought spiritual support. She asked Mordecai and the Jewish
people to fast and pray for three days before she approached the king. She understood
that she could not do this alone—she needed divine intervention. Her bold declaration,
“If I perish, I perish” (Esther 4:16), was not one of despair, but of faith. She entrusted her
life to God, believing that His will would prevail.
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Ministry requires the same dependence on God. We must develop a strong prayer life,
surround ourselves with intercessors, and commit to seeking God’s wisdom in difficult
seasons. When faced with uncertainty, we must trust that God’s timing is perfect and that

He equips us to fulfill His calling.

Esther’s story teaches us that God is always at work, even when His presence is not
immediately apparent. He places us in specific positions at specific times to accomplish
His divine purpose. Ministry is not always easy, but when we trust God’s timing, we can
move forward with bold faith, knowing that He is in control. Like Esther, we must
recognize our divine positioning, embrace our calling, and seek God's guidance in all we
do. When we trust in His timing, we will see His plan unfold in ways beyond what we

could have imagined.

Reflection Question: Where in your life do you need to trust God’s timing instead of

rushing ahead?

Prayer:
Lord, help me to wait for Your perfect beat. When I feel impatient, remind me that Your
timing is best. Give me peace in the waiting and faith to trust that You are working all

things out for my good. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Preaching the Love of God in a World of Brokenness
1 John 4:7-10
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God

and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love..."

Beloved, real love—the kind that doesn’t change, doesn’t give up, and doesn’t run away—
that kind of love comes from God. The world talks a lot about love, but too often, love
comes with conditions: I/l love you if... I'll love you until... But that ain’t how God loves!

His love is deep, His love is wide, and His love never fails!

1 John 4 tells us that God is love. That means if we are His children, love should be what
we do. Not just when it’s easy. Not just when people deserve it. But a/lways. Because that’s
how God loves us! He didn’t wait for us to be perfect before He sent Jesus—He loved us

first.

And now, we are called to love like Him. That means loving people even when they mess

up. Loving folks even when they don’t love you back. Loving because God first loved you.

So, who do you need to love better? Who do you need to forgive? Who do you need to
show the love of Jesus to this week? Because when we love unconditionally, we show the

world what God’s love really looks like.

In a world filled with division, pain, and uncertainty, the love of God remains the most
powerful force for transformation. Jesus, on the night before His betrayal, issued a
command to His disciples: “This is my commandment, that you love one another as 1
have loved you” (John 15:12). This was not a mere suggestion but a divine mandate, one
that calls believers to embody a sacrificial, unwavering love in a world desperately in

need of it.

The love that Christ speaks of is not conditional or fleeting. It is not based on emotions or

convenience but on a deep, sacrificial commitment that mirrors His own journey to the
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cross. At the very moment when He was about to face the greatest betrayal and suffering,
Jesus chose to teach His disciples about love. This was no ordinary love—it was a love
that forgives the offender, serves the undeserving, and remains steadfast even in the face
of pain. It was a love that would ultimately lead Him to give His life for the salvation of

the world.

Preaching this kind of love is essential in today’s broken world. People are hurting,
relationships are fractured, and the weight of disappointment often tempts many to
respond with bitterness or withdrawal. Yet, Christ calls His followers to a different path.
He calls us to forgive those who wrong us, to serve those whom society overlooks, and to
prioritize God in every aspect of our lives. Love, in this sense, is not just an emotion but

an action—one that reflects the very nature of God.

As we preach and live out this love, we become vessels of God’s grace. Whether in our
churches, communities, or daily interactions, we have the opportunity to embody the
transformative love of Christ. This is the kind of love that breaks barriers, heals wounds,
and offers hope to a weary world. And as Jesus commanded, it is not an option—it is our

divine calling.

A certain medieval monk announced he would be preaching next Sunday evening on
"The Love of God." As the shadows fell and the light ceased to come in through the
cathedral windows, the congregation gathered. In the darkness of the altar, the monk
lighted a candle and carried it to the crucifix. First of all, he illumined the crown of
thorns, next, the two wounded hands, then the marks of the spear wound. In the hush that

fell, he blew out the candle and left the chancel. There was nothing else to say.

Reflection Question: How can you show God’s unconditional love to someone today?
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Prayer:
Lord, thank You for loving me with a love that never fails. Teach me to love like You love
—to love without conditions, without limits, and without fear. Let my life reflect Your love

in every relationship. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Bold Evangelism: Shepherding a Church That Reaches the Lost

Romans 1:16-17

"For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for
everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness
of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’"
Beloved, when something changes your life, you can  keep it to yourself! If you found the
best restaurant in town, you’d tell everybody about it. If you discovered a cure for sickness,
you’d shout it from the rooftops. Well, let me tell you—there is nothing greater than the
gospel of Jesus Christ!

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel.” Why? Because it’s the power of God that
saves! This gospel—the good news of Jesus—is what turns sinners into saints, gives hope
to the hopeless, and brings life where there was only death.

And guess what? You have a story to tell! Maybe you’ve been through some struggles.
Maybe God pulled you out of a dark place. Maybe He’s still working on you. But no matter
where you are, your testimony is powerful! Somebody needs to hear how Jesus changed
you. Somebody is waiting for you to open your mouth and speak boldly.

So, don’t be shy. Don’t hold back. The world needs to hear about Jesus, and God is

calling you to share His love. Speak boldly, share your story, and let the gospel shine
through you!

One of the greatest mission passages in the New Testament is found in Acts 14. In this
chapter, we see the early church planting, watering, serving, and witnessing God give the
increase. This passage provides a model for church leadership and mission, illustrating
how God moves in the body of Christ to send forth servants, establish new works, and
raise up leaders to sustain and continue the ministry. This narrative reflects the journey of
our own church and provides guidance for how we, as shepherds, can lead a church

committed to evangelism, encouragement, and equipping.

Acts 14:21 states, "After preaching the Good News in Derbe and making many disciples,

Paul and Barnabas returned again to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch of Pisidia." The
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apostles had one central message—the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The
gospel was their focus, and it was through this message that disciples were made. The
power of God is revealed through His Word, and when it is preached, it transforms lives,

restores families, strengthens faith, and raises up future leaders.

As a church, our primary mission is to proclaim the gospel. It is not our programs, our
strategies, or even our traditions that bring transformation—it is the message of Christ
alone. Evangelism must remain the heartbeat of our ministry. A church that is committed
to preaching the gospel will see lives changed, communities restored, and generations

impacted.

Acts 14:22 tells us that Paul and Barnabas "strengthened the believers. They encouraged
them to continue in the faith, reminding them that they must enter into the Kingdom of
God through many tribulations."” Encouragement is a vital function of church leadership.
The apostles understood that believers would face trials, and they took the time to

strengthen their faith, teach them the Word, and remind them of God’s promises.

Likewise, the role of the church today is to build up its members, equipping them to face
life’s challenges with faith. Encouragement is not just about offering kind words but
about pointing believers back to the truth of Scripture, reminding them that suffering is
part of the Christian journey. A strong church is one that not only reaches the lost but also

nurtures and sustains those who are already in the faith.

Acts 14:23 says, "Paul and Barnabas also appointed elders in every church and prayed
for them with fasting, turning them over to the care of the Lord, in whom they had come
to trust.” The apostles were intentional about raising up leadership for the next
generation. They understood that the growth of the church depended on equipping

faithful men to carry on the work of the gospel.
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Christian leadership is not about holding onto power but about empowering others to
serve. True shepherds must be willing to train, mentor, and release new leaders. This
requires discernment, prayer, and a commitment to biblical standards of leadership (1
Timothy 3). A church that invests in its future leaders will remain strong for generations

to come.

Acts 14:26-27 describes how Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch to report all that God
had done. They took time to reflect, rejoice, and give thanks for the completion of their
mission. This is an essential part of ministry—recognizing and celebrating God’s work

among us.

As a church, we must be intentional about reflecting on our evangelism, encouragement,
and equipping efforts. Are we faithfully preaching the gospel? Are we strengthening
believers in their faith? Are we raising up new leaders? These are the questions that

should guide our mission as we seek to be faithful shepherds of God’s people.

The church that evangelizes, encourages, and equips will be a church that thrives. Just as
Paul and Barnabas demonstrated in Acts 14, our mission is to preach the gospel,
strengthen believers, and raise up future leaders. When we commit to these principles,
God will continue to bless His church, and His kingdom will advance. May we be faithful

in this calling, trusting in the Lord to give the increase.

Reflection Question: Who in your life needs to hear about Jesus? How can you share your
story with them?

Prayer:

Lord, I thank You for saving me. Give me the boldness to share my story and proclaim the
gospel without fear. Let my words bring hope, and let my life reflect Your love. In Jesus’

name, Amen.
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Worship that Transforms: Leading God’s People into His Presence

John 4:23-24

"But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in
spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

Beloved, there’s a difference between going through the motions and true worship.
Anybody can clap their hands, sing a song, or say "Amen" out loud. But real worship? O#h,
that hits different!

Jesus told the woman at the well that the Father is looking for #rue worshipers—people who
don’t just show up, but show out for Him in spirit and truth. That means your worship can’t
be fake. It can’t just be about looking holy in church on Sunday. It’s got to come from deep
down in your heart!

Worship is more than music. It’s more than lifting your hands. Worship is a lifestyle! It’s
how you live when nobody’s watching. It’s trusting God when times get hard. It’s thanking
Him when things go right. It’s loving Him with everything you’ve got—heart, soul, mind,
and strength.

When you worship like that, it changes the atmosphere. Worry turns into peace. Fear turns
into faith. Weakness turns into strength. Because when you truly worship, you step into
God’s presence, and that’s a place where everything changes!

The Gospel of John provides us with a vivid and compelling portrait of true worship in
John 12:1-10. This passage takes place six days before the Passover, just before Jesus’
crucifixion, in the home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus in Bethany. It is here that we see a
powerful framework for a house filled with worship, offering insight into how believers

today can cultivate a life of devotion to Christ.

In this passage, we find three distinct expressions of worship. Martha demonstrates
worship through work as she serves a meal in honor of Jesus. Lazarus, who was once
dead but now alive through the power of Christ, represents worship as a witness. And

Mary offers a costly sacrifice, anointing Jesus’ feet with expensive oil, symbolizing
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worship through extravagant giving. Together, these siblings provide a model for how
worship can be expressed in various ways, showing that worship is not limited to singing

or praying but encompasses service, testimony, and sacrifice.

Martha’s act of service reminds us that working for the Lord is a form of worship.
Preparing a meal for Jesus was not just an ordinary task—it was an offering of gratitude.
In the same way, our service in God’s house, whether through hospitality, ministry, or
acts of kindness, is an opportunity to honor Him. Worship is not confined to Sunday

gatherings; it is found in every act of love and devotion to Christ.

Mary’s anointing of Jesus with a costly perfume illustrates the depth of her love and
devotion. This act was personal, public, and priceless. She broke societal norms by letting
down her hair to wipe Jesus’ feet, humbling herself in a way that demonstrated her total
surrender. The fragrance filled the house, signifying that true worship has a lasting impact

on those around it.

This sacrifice was costly—not only in monetary value but in personal vulnerability. The
perfume, worth nearly a year’s wages, represented the best she had to offer. True worship
calls for the giving of our best—our time, our talents, our resources, and our very lives. It

1s an intimate and extravagant response to the goodness of God.

However, not everyone in the house was pleased with Mary’s worship. Judas Iscariot, one
of Jesus’ disciples, criticized her act, questioning why the perfume was not sold to help
the poor. While his words appeared noble, John reveals that Judas had ulterior motives—
he was a thief and cared more about money than about honoring Jesus. This moment
reminds us that not everyone will understand or appreciate true worship. Some will
question, ridicule, or even oppose acts of devotion. Yet, Jesus Himself defended Mary,

affirming the significance of her worship.
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Jesus rebuked Judas and praised Mary’s offering, declaring that her anointing was in
preparation for His burial. His response underscores the importance of worship as an
expression of love and devotion that transcends mere duty. He reminded them that while
the poor would always be present, His time on earth was limited. This moment highlights
the need for believers to recognize the value of worshipping Christ above all else. A
house filled with worship is one where service, testimony, and sacrifice are all present. It

is a house where:
*  Service is offered joyfully—like Martha’s preparation of the meal.

* A testimony of transformation is evident—Ilike Lazarus sitting at the table, a

living witness to Christ’s power.
*  Sacrificial giving is embraced—Ilike Mary’s costly anointing of Jesus.

Worship should be public, personal, and priceless. It is an offering of our whole selves to
the Lord. Despite opposition, misunderstanding, or criticism, true worshippers continue

to pour out their love for Christ without reservation.

As believers, we must ask ourselves: Is our house filled with worship? Are we giving
Christ our best? Are we serving Him with joy? Are we unashamed witnesses of His
power? Like Mary, may our worship be extravagant, leaving behind a fragrance that
testifies to the goodness and worthiness of our Savior. Let us bring Him our alabaster

box, our best praise, and our whole hearts in worship.

Reflection Question: Is your worship real and from the heart? How can you go deeper in
your worship this week?

Prayer:

Lord, I don’t want to just go through the motions. Teach me to worship You in spirit and in
truth. Let my love for You show in everything I do. Change my heart so my worship is real,

deep, and powerful. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Endurance Through Trials: When Ministry Gets Tough

James 1:2-4

"My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of
your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect

and complete, lacking nothing."

Beloved, life ain’t always easy. Sometimes the storms come, the road gets rough, and the
weight feels foo heavy to carry. But let me tell you something—don t give up! God is still

working, even in the struggle!

James tells us to count it all joy when we face trials. Now, that don’t mean we have
to like hard times, but it does mean we can frust that God is using them to make us stronger.
Just like gold is tested in fire, our faith is tested in life’s storms. But every trial we go

through is shaping us, stretching us, and preparing us for something greater.

So, when trouble comes, don’t panic—pray. When life gets hard, don’t quit—+keep
pressing. When you feel weak, remember that God is making you stronger! Stay

focused, stay faithful, and trust that God is working all things out for your good.

Ministry is a journey filled with both triumphs and trials. There are moments when
serving God feels rewarding and fulfilling, but there are also seasons of hardship that
test faith, patience, and endurance. James 1:2-7 offers profound wisdom for those
who find themselves struggling under the weight of ministry challenges. His words
remind us that trials are not merely obstacles but opportunities to grow in faith and

deepen our relationship with God.

James opens by exhorting believers to "count it all joy" when facing trials (James
1:2). At first glance, this seems like a difficult command. How can one find joy in
hardship? The key lies in perspective. James challenges us to shift our focus from the

pain of trials to the purpose behind them. Trials are inevitable—sooner or later, every
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believer will face difficulties. Instead of seeing them as punishments or setbacks, we

should view them as moments designed to strengthen our faith.

Trials serve as divine tests, proving the genuineness of our commitment to God. The
proper response to these tests is joy—not because suffering itself is pleasant, but
because enduring trials produces spiritual growth. This mindset does not come

naturally; it requires a conscious decision to trust God’s process.

James goes on to explain the purpose of trials: "knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience" (James 1:3). God allows challenges to refine us, much like fire

refines gold. Trials teach us patience, endurance, and reliance on God’s timing rather
than our own. Patience is not simply waiting—it is actively trusting God in the midst

of difficulties.

A practical example can be seen in how a dog trainer teaches a young puppy to
follow commands. The puppy, full of energy and excitement, must learn to control its
impulses and wait for the trainer’s signal. Through repeated training and discipline,
the puppy develops patience and obedience. Likewise, God uses trials to train His

people, teaching them to trust Him rather than react impulsively to life’s challenges.

While God has the power to remove our struggles instantly, He often chooses not to
because endurance is developed through perseverance. Maturity in faith comes when
we allow patience to complete its work in us, making us "perfect and complete,
lacking nothing" (James 1:4). This process may not be easy, but it is necessary for

spiritual growth and effectiveness in ministry.

James encourages believers to seek wisdom from God when facing trials: "If any of
you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without

reproach, and it will be given to him" (James 1:5). Wisdom is essential in navigating
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difficult situations, and God promises to provide it generously to those who ask in

faith.

However, James warns against being "double-minded"—praying for wisdom while
simultaneously doubting God’s ability to provide (James 1:6-7). A double-minded
person is unstable, like a wave driven by the wind. Faith must be unwavering; we

must trust that God will answer in His perfect way and time.

A fitting analogy is that of a child in a grocery store who asks for candy but, when
the parent delays in responding, decides to take it without permission. The child’s
impatience leads to disobedience and consequences. Similarly, when we fail to wait
on God’s answer, we risk making decisions based on fear, frustration, or impatience

rather than faith.

Enduring trials in ministry requires a shift in perspective. Rather than seeing
difficulties as reasons to quit, we must recognize them as opportunities to grow in
faith and trust in God. James reminds us that trials develop patience, strengthen our
faith, and lead to spiritual maturity. If we lack wisdom in handling challenges, we

should seek God’s guidance with unwavering faith.

Ultimately, God is using every trial to shape us into the servants He desires us to be.
By embracing endurance and trusting God’s process, we can emerge stronger, wiser,

and more equipped for the ministry He has called us to fulfill.

Reflection Question: What trial are you facing right now? How can you trust God

through it?

Prayer: Lord, I know that life gets hard, but I also know that You are with me. Give me
strength to keep going, faith to trust Your plan, and patience to wait on Your perfect timing.

Thank You for making me stronger through every trial. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Renewing the Mind: The Pastor’s Need for Daily Transformation
Romans 12:2
"And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."

Beloved, your mind is powerful! The way you think shapes the way you live. If you fill
your mind with fear, you’ll walk in doubt. If you focus on lies, you’ll live in confusion. But

when you let God rewire your mind, everything changes!

Paul tells us, "Do not be conformed to this world." That means don’t let the world shape
how you think. The world says, "Do what feels good." But God says, "Do what is

right." The world says, "You 're not enough.” But God says, "You are fearfully and
wonderfully made." The world says, "You'll never change.” But God says, "I am making all

things new!"

So how do you renew your mind? You fill it with God’s Word. You listen to His voice more
than the noise around you. You spend time in prayer and let the Holy Spirit lead you. When
you do that, your whole life will shift. You’ll start walking in purpose. You’ll see things
through God’s eyes. And you’ll know His good, acceptable, and perfect will for your life!

The global pandemic was a testing ground for ministry. It forced the Church out of its
buildings and into creative expressions of service, requiring preachers to embody the
mind of Christ in new and profound ways. Paul’s words in Philippians 2:5-11 serve as a
guidepost, calling preachers not only to proclaim the gospel but to live it out through

submission, service, and sacrifice.

Paul exhorts believers to “let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” This is
not merely an encouragement to think like Christ but a call to embody His humility,

obedience, and servant-hearted nature. For the preacher, this means surrendering personal
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ambitions, embracing a posture of servanthood, and committing wholly to the work of

ministry—even when the methods of that ministry must shift dramatically.

During the pandemic, I learned that ministry is not confined to a church building. I
prayed over members in hospitals without being able to lay hands on them. I conducted
weddings and funerals in near-empty rooms. I fed thousands with limited resources. I
buried my father and pastor without the comfort of a full congregation. These experiences
reinforced a crucial truth: the essence of ministry is not in the structures we build but in
the mindset we carry. When the mind of Christ dwells richly in the preacher, ministry

transcends circumstances and takes on divine effectiveness.

Christ, though fully God, did not cling to His divine privileges but willingly took on the
form of a servant. His submission was an act of divine humility, a conscious choice to
yield to the Father’s will. In the same way, preachers must relinquish their own desires,
reputations, and comfort for the sake of the gospel. The pandemic stripped away many
traditional comforts of ministry, but in doing so, it provided an opportunity to embrace a

purer, more sacrificial calling.
Submission to God’s will transforms our thinking:

*  Our priorities shift from self-preservation to self-sacrifice.
*  Our ministry expands beyond the pulpit to wherever people are in need.

*  Our leadership becomes defined not by power but by servanthood.

Paul tells us that Christ “made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a
bondservant.” True ministry follows this pattern—emptying oneself for the sake of
others. Jesus did not come to be served but to serve, setting aside His divine privileges to

dwell among humanity.
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For the preacher, this means embracing a servant’s mindset in all aspects of ministry. It
means preaching to an online audience with the same fervor as an in-person
congregation. It means calling and checking on members even when they cannot gather.
It means feeding the hungry, comforting the grieving, and being a voice of hope in a time
of despair. The pandemic revealed that service is not bound by physical proximity but by

the willingness of the heart.

Jesus' ultimate act of service was His sacrifice on the cross. He humbled Himself to the
point of death, demonstrating that true ministry requires a willingness to give everything.
In a global crisis, preachers had to decide whether they would merely survive or truly
serve. Some chose to retreat; others pressed forward, embodying the sacrificial love of

Christ in a world desperate for hope.

The cost of ministry in the pandemic was real. It required emotional, physical, and
spiritual endurance. It demanded that preachers adjust, innovate, and persist. Yet, just as
Christ’s sacrifice led to His exaltation, so too does faithful ministry—offered in

submission, service, and sacrifice—lead to the glorification of God.

Paul concludes with a glorious truth: because of His humility, service, and sacrifice, God
has exalted Christ and given Him a name above every name. Every knee will bow, every

tongue will confess that He is Lord.

For the preacher, this is both a promise and a challenge. If we are willing to embrace the
mind of Christ—submitting fully to God’s will, serving with humility, and sacrificing for
the sake of others—our ministry will not be limited by circumstances. It will be

empowered by the very mind of Christ dwelling within us.

The pandemic has taught us that church is not a building, ministry is not a routine, and

preaching is not just words—it is a calling to live as Christ lived, serve as Christ served,
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and give as Christ gave. If we let the mind of Christ dwell in us richly, there is no limit to

what God can do through us, even in the hardest of seasons.

Reflection Question: What thoughts do you need to let go of so God can renew your mind?

Prayer:
Lord, help me to think the way You want me to think. Rewire my mindset so I can see Your

truth, walk in Your will, and live the way You’ve called me to live. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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The Church as the Body of Christ: Leading in Unity and Purpose
1 Corinthians 12:12-27
"For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being

many, are one body, so also is Christ.” (1 Corinthians 12:12)

Beloved, have you ever watched a team win a championship? They don’t win because one
player does all the work. They win because everybody plays their part. The church is

the same way!

Paul tells us that the church is like a body. Just like a body has hands, feet, eyes, and ears,
the church has different people with different gifts. Some preach, some serve, some lead,

some encourage. But guess what? Every part matters!

You might not think your role is big, but let me tell you—God don t make extras! You
are needed in the body of Christ. When you serve, the church grows stronger. When you use

your gifts, God’s kingdom moves forward.

So don’t sit on the sidelines—get in the game! Find your role, step up, and be the church.

Because when we work together, we win together!

In John 17:21-26, we witness a sacred moment where Jesus, our great intercessor, prays
for unity among His followers. His words reveal a divine desire for the Church to
function as one body, mirroring the perfect unity between the Father and the Son. This
passage serves as a powerful foundation for understanding the necessity of unity within

the Church.

Jesus prays, "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You" (John
17:21, NKJV). This is not a superficial call for mere agreement but a deep, spiritual unity
rooted in Christ. The Church is composed of individuals with diverse backgrounds,
experiences, and perspectives, yet we are called to be one in purpose—to glorify God and

spread the gospel. Just as Martin Luther King Jr. and the civil rights movement
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demonstrated the power of collective action for justice, so too must the Church stand

united in its mission.

Jesus links unity with the credibility of the gospel, saying, "that the world may believe
that You sent Me" (John 17:21). The Church’s effectiveness in witnessing to the world
hinges on its ability to walk in unity. Division weakens our testimony, while love and
cooperation reveal Christ’s presence among us. When the early Church in Acts functioned
as one, sharing resources and living in harmony, the gospel spread rapidly. Likewise,
when we set aside personal agendas and work together, the world sees a tangible

expression of God’s love.

In verse 26, Jesus prays, "that the love with which You loved Me may be in them, and I in
them." The foundation of true unity is love—Tlove that reflects the sacrificial and
unconditional love of Christ. This kind of love enables us to bear one another’s burdens,
forgive offenses, and serve selflessly. In 1955, the Montgomery Bus Boycott exemplified
this unity in love. Led by Dr. King, people of different backgrounds sacrificed for a

common cause, demonstrating that unity fueled by love can bring transformation.

The Church, as the body of Christ, thrives when it is united. Jesus’ prayer for oneness is
both a challenge and an invitation—to embrace our shared identity in Him, to bear
witness to the world through our unity, and to love one another with the love of God. As

we strive to be one body, may we reflect the glory of Christ, drawing all people to Him.

Reflection Question: How can you use your gifts to serve the church?

Prayer:
Lord, thank You for making me a part of Your body. Show me my role, and help me to serve

with joy. Let me work together with others to build Your kingdom. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Overcoming Temptation in Ministry: Guarding the Pastor’s Integrity

1 Corinthians 10:13

"No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful,
who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation

will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it."

Beloved, temptation is real. It’s sneaky, it’s strong, and it tries to pull you away from God’s

best for your life. But let me tell you something—you don t have to fall for it!

The enemy wants you to think you’re too weak to resist, but God is faithful! He promises
that when temptation comes, He will always provide a way out. That means when you feel
pressure to do wrong, you gotta look for the escape route! Sometimes that means walking
away. Sometimes it means changing what you listen to or who you hang around. Sometimes

it just means calling on Jesus and saying, "Lord, help me!"

You can stand firm. You can say no to sin. You can walk in victory. Not by your own

strength, but by God s power working in you!

In ministry, the weight of temptation can often feel overwhelming, especially when faced
with rejection and the discouragement of those closest to us. Jesus’ experience in
Nazareth, as recorded in Luke 4:13-30, offers valuable lessons on how pastors can

overcome these challenges.

Jesus returned from the wilderness in the power of the Holy Spirit, eager to fulfill His
calling. When He entered the synagogue in Nazareth, He boldly proclaimed His mission:
to heal the brokenhearted, set the captives free, and bring the message of salvation to all.
Similarly, pastors are called to boldly declare God’s truth, even in the face of rejection.
The temptation to downplay or hide the fullness of the gospel because of fear or pressure
from others is real, but we must resist it. Jesus’ courage to declare His purpose, even

when it would eventually lead to His rejection, sets a model for us. Pastors should stand
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firm in the truth of their calling, trusting that God has equipped them to carry out His

work, regardless of the opposition they may face.

Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth, despite being a place where He grew up, rejected His
message. His neighbors questioned, “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” (Luke 4:22), unable to see
beyond their familiarity with Him. This rejection was rooted in their inability to see what

God was doing through Him.

In ministry, pastors often face the temptation to doubt themselves when those they serve,
who should understand the gospel, fail to appreciate or accept it. Jesus, however,
reminded them that no prophet is accepted in his own hometown. The same temptation
can occur in ministry: when familiar faces—friends, family, or long-time church
members—ifail to recognize or support the pastor's calling. Yet, Jesus persisted. His focus
remained on God’s will, not on the opinions of others. Pastors, likewise, must hold fast to
the truth of God's Word and the conviction that their ultimate accountability is to God,

not to the fleeting approval of others.

The crowd in Nazareth, filled with wrath, attempted to throw Jesus off a cliff (Luke
4:29). Despite this violent rejection, Jesus walked through the crowd unharmed,
continuing His mission. This moment of seeming defeat was actually part of God’s
greater plan. In ministry, rejection or the feeling of being misunderstood can tempt
pastors to give up or grow disheartened. Yet, just as Jesus was not defeated by the
rejection He faced, pastors must remember that God can use even the most painful
moments of ministry for His glory. Sometimes, the opposition we face opens the door for
God to work in unexpected ways, and the seemingly insurmountable challenges can lead
to breakthroughs that extend far beyond what we can see in the present. After Jesus’
victory over temptation in the wilderness, Luke tells us that "the devil departed from Him

until an opportune time" (Luke 4:13).
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This reminds us that temptation doesn’t end after one victory; it returns at critical
moments. When Jesus entered Nazareth, He was met with rejection. Similarly, pastors
can face moments of discouragement and temptation when they least expect it. The
devil’s aim is to exploit times of vulnerability—when ministry feels exhausting or
thankless. But as Jesus demonstrated, the key to overcoming these moments is to remain
grounded in God’s Word and to trust in His sovereign plan. Pastors must be vigilant in
resisting temptation, knowing that their strength is found in the Spirit of God, not in the

praise or acceptance of people.

Finally, Jesus’ example shows us that ministry is not about personal accolades or
acceptance. His rejection was not a sign of failure; rather, it was a fulfillment of His
mission. Jesus' focus was always on glorifying God, not seeking to please people. In
ministry, there may be moments when it seems like your efforts go unnoticed or
unappreciated, but the true reward lies in pleasing God, not people. Pastors should remain
committed to serving God faithfully, knowing that His approval is what truly matters.
Like Jesus, we must embrace our calling, not for personal recognition, but for the

advancement of God’s kingdom.

The temptations pastors face in ministry are often tied to moments of rejection,
discouragement, and misunderstanding. However, Jesus’ experience in Nazareth provides
a clear example of how to navigate these challenges with grace and perseverance. By
staying confident in God’s call, trusting in His Word, and focusing on His glory, pastors
can overcome the temptations that come with rejection and continue to serve faithfully,

knowing that God’s purpose is greater than any obstacle.

Reflection Question: What temptations do you need God’s help to resist?
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Prayer: Lord, I know temptation is real, but so is Your power! Help me to stand strong and
take the way of escape You provide. I don’t want to fall—I want to follow You! In Jesus’

name, Amen.
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The Cost of Discipleship: Preaching the Hard Truths of Jesus
Luke 9:23-24
"Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and

take up his cross daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but

29

whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.

Beloved, following Jesus ain’t always easy. It comes with a cost. The world says, “Do you!”
but Jesus says, “Deny yourself.” The world says, “Take the easy road,” but Jesus
says, “Take up your cross.” The world says, “Live for yourself,” but Jesus says, “Follow

Me.”

Now, let’s be real—sacrificing ain’t fun. It’s hard to say no to sin. It’s hard to stand for
Christ when the crowd is going another way. But let me tell you—it s worth it/ The world’s
rewards don’t last, but what Jesus gives is eternal. When you lose yourself for Him,

you find real life!

So, are you willing to pay the price? Are you ready to put Jesus first, even when it’s hard? If
you follow Him, He will lead you to a life more powerful, more joyful, and

more blessed than anything this world could ever offer!

In the life of a disciple and pastor, there are certain hard lessons we must face. These
lessons are not just theoretical; they are practical and often painful, meant to shape us for
the service of Christ. The road of discipleship, as seen through the story in Mark 8:27-33,
reveals to us the challenges and the realities that come with following Jesus in a fallen
world, especially in the face of opposition from both worldly influences and the deceiver,

Satan.

Living in a fallen world and dealing with a deceiving enemy is one of the toughest
challenges for anyone who claims to follow Christ. In Mark 8:27-33, Jesus and His

disciples are in Caesarea Philippi, a pagan city steeped in idol worship. The city was full
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of gods for every occasion, from sex to sport to nature, and people were bombarded with
false teachings and worship practices. In the midst of this darkness, Jesus asks His
disciples, “Who do people say I am?”” Even in the face of His miracles and powerful
teachings, the world around them was filled with confusion and misinformation about His

true identity.

In our world today, the same confusion exists. Many opinions about who Jesus is abound
—some say He was merely a good man or a prophet, while others argue He was the
brother of Lucifer or involved in questionable relationships. The tragedy of the ages is
that, despite the evidence of Christ’s work and message, people continue to be misled,

following the words of unbelievers rather than the clear truth of the Gospel.

As disciples, we must each confront the same question: “Who do you say [ am?” This
was the pivotal moment for Peter, who, in the midst of confusion, boldly declared, “You
are the Christ.” This confession is vital for every believer. We must know without a doubt
that Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world, and the only way to the Father. This
confession, like Peter’s, must come not from a place of hearsay or popular opinion but

from personal revelation and conviction.

Being a disciple means we must grow beyond the shallow opinions of others about Jesus.
We must seek the truth for ourselves, grounding our faith in the clear revelation of who
Jesus is according to Scripture. For pastors and leaders, this truth is foundational—our
ministries must be built on the unshakable belief that Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah, the

Savior, and the only hope for humanity.

Once Peter declares that Jesus is the Christ, the Master reveals a shocking truth: He must
suffer, be rejected, and ultimately be killed, only to rise again on the third day. For the
disciples, this was a hard lesson. They had visions of an earthly kingdom where Jesus

would reign in glory, but Jesus’ mission involved far more than what they expected. The
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suffering, rejection, and death of Christ were not signs of failure but the fulfillment of

God’s eternal plan of redemption.

As a disciple and pastor, we must come to terms with the fact that following Christ means
embracing the cross. Discipleship involves suffering, rejection, and sacrifice. It’s a call to
die to our own ambitions, desires, and even our understanding of success. This can be a
hard lesson, especially in a world that values comfort and self-promotion. Yet, it is
through these difficulties that we are molded into the image of Christ and become more

effective in His service.

Peter, unable to grasp the full weight of Jesus’ words, takes Him aside and rebukes Him.
Jesus responds sternly, “Get behind me, Satan!” In this moment, Peter unknowingly
becomes a tool of the enemy, attempting to divert Jesus from the path of the cross. Jesus’
rebuke is a reminder that, as disciples, we must continually check our understanding and
actions against the will of God. Sometimes, our well-intended ideas and emotions can

lead us astray, influenced by worldly perspectives rather than divine truth.

As pastors, it is crucial to stay aligned with God’s will, even when it’s unpopular or
difficult. Our commitment must be to the truth of the Gospel, even when the world tries
to pull us in another direction. We must never lose sight of God’s ultimate plan for

redemption.

Jesus’ call to follow Him comes with conditions: deny ourselves, take up our cross, and
follow Him. These conditions reflect the cost of discipleship. To truly follow Christ
means we must be willing to give up our personal agendas, endure hardships, and align
our lives with His purposes. For pastors and leaders, this is a daily challenge, as the
demands of ministry often pull us in different directions. We must constantly evaluate
whether we are living in accordance with the call to deny ourselves and serve Christ, or

whether we have been distracted by worldly desires.
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Jesus also teaches that in order to gain life, we must lose it. This paradoxical truth
challenges our worldly understanding of success and fulfillment. To follow Christ, we
must prioritize Him above all else. Our loyalty must be to Him alone, and our lives must
reflect that loyalty in every area—from our relationships to our finances to our time and

energy.

Discipleship is about more than just belief; it is about a life of total surrender. We are
called to live for Christ in a world that is hostile to Him. The world offers many
distractions, but we must choose to follow Christ, even when it means standing alone or

making difficult sacrifices.

The hard lessons of discipleship are not easy, but they are necessary for our spiritual
growth and for fulfilling God’s calling on our lives. Jesus’ journey to the cross shows us
that true greatness comes through sacrifice and service. As disciples and pastors, we are
called to follow that same path—a path of surrender, suffering, and ultimate glory in

Christ.

As we journey with Christ, we must remember that the lessons He teaches us are not
meant to break us but to build us. They are lessons that shape us into faithful followers
who are committed to His will, regardless of the cost. Our loyalty to Him must be
unwavering, and our commitment to His mission must be resolute. Only then can we
fully embrace the hard lessons for hard times, knowing that through it all, we are being

prepared to serve the Lord with all our hearts, minds, and strength.

Reflection Question: What is one thing you need to give up to follow Jesus more closely?

Prayer:
Lord, I know following You isn’t always easy, but I #rust You. Help me to let go of anything
that keeps me from You. Give me strength to take up my cross daily and follow You all the

way. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Joy in the Journey: Finding Strength in the Lord Amidst the Work
Nehemiah 8:10

"Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength."

Beloved, life can feel like a grind! Services, work, family, friends—it’s a lot. Some days,
you wake up tired, feeling like you just can t keep going. But let me tell you

something: God s joy is your strength!

Nehemiah told the people, “Don’t be sad, don’t give up—God’s joy will carry you

")

through!” That means no matter how tough the hustle gets, you don’t have to rely

on your strength—you can lean on His! When you work for His glory, when you give your

best, God fills you up with a joy that won’t run out.

So, whether you’re studying, serving, or just trying to make it through the day, remember
this: The hustle is hard, but God’s joy is stronger. Keep working, keep trusting, and let His
joy be your fuel!

Life’s journey often comes with moments of great difficulty, moments when the weight
of challenges threatens to overwhelm us. Nehemiah faced such a season when he and the
people of Jerusalem embarked on the difficult task of rebuilding the city’s walls. What
Nehemiah and his workers encountered wasn’t just physical labor but opposition,
mockery, and even the looming threat of violence from their enemies. Yet, amid these
challenges, they continued their work with determination and joy. Their example teaches

us valuable lessons on finding joy in the midst of difficulty.

Nehemiah 4 presents a vivid picture of struggle. As the people worked tirelessly, their
enemies—Sanballat, Tobiah, and others—mocked and belittled them. These voices of
opposition sought to demoralize the workers, questioning their ability and the worth of
their efforts. "What do they think they’re doing?" Sanballat sneered, deriding their

attempts and casting doubt on their strength. In the face of such discouragement, the
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people could have given up, but Nehemiah’s response is key: he prayed. His first action
in the face of mockery and threats was not to retaliate but to seek God. In his prayer,
Nehemiah called on God to deal with the injustice, and he placed his trust in the Lord’s

protection and provision.

As the threats grew more tangible and the labor became more exhausting, the people’s
spirit began to wane. They were tired, discouraged by the rubble and overwhelmed by the
enormity of the task before them. Yet, Nehemiah didn’t let despair settle in. Instead, he
called the people together and reminded them of a truth that transcended their immediate
circumstances: “Don’t be afraid of the enemy! Remember the Lord, who is great and
glorious.” He reminded them to keep their focus on God’s greatness, not the challenges
they faced. This shift in perspective was crucial. By remembering the Lord’s power and
glory, Nehemiah encouraged the people to find joy in the journey, not because the work
was easy, but because they knew they were part of something bigger than themselves—

God’s work in the world.

Nehemiah'’s leadership provides us with a roadmap for navigating difficulty with joy.
First, he acknowledged the real and present danger—he did not minimize or ignore the
challenges. But he also kept his people vigilant and prepared, placing armed guards and
stationing workers with one hand on their tools and the other on their weapons. This
image of readiness teaches us that while we cannot avoid challenges, we can equip
ourselves with the resources needed to face them head-on. For us, this means having our
“sword” ready—the Word of God. As 1 Peter 5:8 reminds us, the enemy prowls like a
roaring lion, seeking to destroy. But, like Nehemiah, we have not been left defenseless.
Armed with the truth of the Bible, we can withstand the lies of the enemy and the doubts
that arise in our minds. The Word of God is a weapon that empowers us to continue, even

when the road is hard.
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In the face of opposition, Nehemiah’s people did not abandon their work. They continued
to build, not because they were unaffected by the difficulty, but because they were
committed to the task before them. They worked with joy, not because their
circumstances were ideal, but because they knew their work mattered. The same can be
true for us. When we face trials—whether in ministry, relationships, or personal struggles
—we can find joy by keeping our eyes on the bigger picture. Our struggles are not in
vain. As we lean into God’s strength, trust in His plan, and remember His faithfulness, we

can work joyfully, knowing that He fights for us.

The journey may be long, and the challenges may seem insurmountable at times, but just
as Nehemiah and his people found joy in rebuilding the walls, we too can find joy in the
midst of our struggles. With our swords at the ready and our focus fixed on God’s
greatness, we can press on. And as we do, we will discover that joy is not a destination

but a byproduct of our faithfulness in the journey.

Ultimately, Nehemiah’s story reminds us that joy comes not from an absence of difficulty,
but from the assurance that, with God’s help, we can persevere. In our daily battles, we
can find joy by holding fast to the truth of God's Word and trusting in His provision,
protection, and promises. We are not alone on this journey. The Lord, who is great and

glorious, fights for us every step of the way.

Reflection Question: Where do you need God’s joy to strengthen you right now?

Prayer:
Lord, sometimes the hustle is hard, but I know Your joy is my strength. Help me to work

with a heart full of joy, knowing that everything I do is for You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Generosity in Leadership: Modeling a Heart of Giving

2 Corinthians 9:6-7

"But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his heart,

not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver."

Beloved, let me tell you something—giving ain t just about money! It’s about your heart.
It’s about your time, your love, your gifts, and your service. When you live with open hands,
God pours more into them. But when you hold back, afraid to let go, you miss out on the

blessings He has for you!

Paul tells us, if you plant a /ittle, you reap a little, but if you plant a lot, you reap a lot! That
means when you give freely, God multiplies it. And here’s the best part—God don’t just
love any giver; He loves a cheerful giver! That means giving with joy, not because you have

to, but because you want to!

So, let’s live open-handed! Give your kindness, give your encouragement, give your

resources. Because the more you give, the more God gives back, and you can t beat God s

giving!

"Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will be put into your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will

be measured back to you" (Luke 6:38, NKJV).

These words of Jesus are more than a suggestion—they are a spiritual principle, a divine
promise tied to the law of reciprocity. The word "GIVE" is a call to action, a challenge,
and an opportunity. It is an invitation to live generously, not just with money but with

mercy, love, and forgiveness.

Jesus was not merely speaking about financial generosity. Prior to this verse, He taught

about living with a heart free from judgment, condemnation, and un-forgiveness. He was
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showing us that a life of giving—giving grace, patience, and love—opens the door for us
to receive the same in abundance. When we give, we activate a divine flow that pours

back into our lives in ways we cannot measure.

The imagery Jesus used is powerful: He describes a return that is "good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, and running over." This is not a small return but an overflow! The
more we give of ourselves—our kindness, our understanding, our compassion—the more

we find these blessings returning to us, multiplied beyond our expectations.

Giving is not just a financial principle; it is a kingdom lifestyle. When Jesus walked the
earth, He did not come to judge or condemn but to forgive and to give. He gave His love
to sinners, His grace to the broken, and ultimately, His life for the salvation of the world.
His sacrifice on the cross was the ultimate act of generosity, demonstrating that true

giving comes from the heart, expecting nothing in return.

The question we must ask ourselves is: How are we measuring our generosity? Do we
give love sparingly? Do we withhold forgiveness? The measure we use will be the
measure we receive. If we give grudgingly, we will receive little. But if we give freely

and abundantly, we will experience the overflowing blessings of God.

Jesus calls us to a higher way of living. Just as He gave His all for us, we are called to
give to others—not just in material things but in kindness, mercy, and grace. And when

we do, we will see His promise fulfilled: "Give, and it will be given to you."

So, let us live as people of generosity. Let us give love, forgiveness, and grace without
hesitation. And as we do, we will find that God’s blessings come back to us, overflowing

and uncontainable.

Reflection Question: How can you live more open-handed this week?
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Prayer:
Lord, teach me to give freely and joyfully. Help me to trust that when I open my hands, You

will always provide. I want to be a cheerful giver in all things! In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Advancing the Kingdom: Keeping an Eternal Perspective in Ministry

Matthew 6:33

"But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be
added to you."

Beloved, we live in a world that tells us to chase everything—money, success, popularity—
but Jesus tells us to chase one thing: the Kingdom of God! That means putting God first in

everything we do—how we live, how we love, and how we serve.

When you seek His Kingdom first, God takes care of the rest. He provides, He blesses, and
He guides your steps. You don’t have to run after the world’s approval when you’re already

walking in God's favor!

So, let’s bring the Kingdom everywhere we go! Let’s live like Jesus—showing love,
standing for truth, and being a light in dark places. Because when we seek God first, the

world gets to see Him through us!

The call to live according to the Kingdom of God is a radical departure from the values of
this world. In Luke 6:20, Jesus proclaims, "Blessed are you poor, for yours is the
kingdom of God." This statement, part of the Sermon on the Mount, is not merely a
religious pronouncement but a divine directive for how disciples should live and advance
God's kingdom on earth. The kingdom agenda is not about personal gain but about

positioning oneself under the rule and reign of God.

Jesus' message was countercultural. The world equates blessing with wealth, power, and
status, but Jesus declares that the poor are the blessed ones. Here, poverty is not just
economic but spiritual—a recognition of one's dependence on God rather than material
wealth. This radical perspective shifts the focus from earthly possessions to divine
provision. Those who willingly choose to forgo worldly riches to seek the Kingdom are

positioned for God's favor and ultimate reward.
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Throughout history, many have exemplified this Kingdom mindset. Missionaries, pastors,
and laypeople alike have given up comfort and status to serve Christ. David Livingstone,
for example, considered his sacrifices for the gospel a privilege rather than a loss. Such a
perspective embodies the heart of Kingdom living: surrendering personal ambitions for a

higher calling.

Jesus not only defines the disciples' position but also assures them of a great promise
—"Yours is the Kingdom of God." The Greek word "Basileia" used here signifies God's
rule and reign. To be a citizen of the Kingdom means to live under divine authority,
prioritizing God's will over worldly concerns. A Kingdom-minded person does not chase

after material wealth but seeks righteousness, justice, and spiritual fulfillment.

Living under the reign of God transforms one’s mindset. The Kingdom mind:

Values eternal rewards over temporary gains.

Submits to God's will in every aspect of life.

*  Remains steadfast in faith despite persecution or hardship.

Lives with the assurance that God’s promises will be fulfilled.

A Russian countess imprisoned for her faith found greater joy in Christ behind bars than
in the wealth of the royal court. This illustrates the Kingdom principle—true riches are
found in Christ, not in earthly possessions. To advance the Kingdom agenda means

embodying the values Jesus preached. It requires a commitment to:

1. Spiritual Disciplines — Engaging in prayer, scripture study, worship, and

generosity fosters a Kingdom mindset.

2. Gospel Proclamation — Sharing the good news of Christ is central to expanding

the Kingdom.

Preaching Lab Lectures Page 105 Study to Proof Yourself



3. Hospitality and Justice — Caring for the marginalized reflects God's love and

righteousness.

4. Kingdom Perspective — Maintaining a heavenly focus amidst earthly struggles

ensures perseverance in faith.

The Kingdom of God is both a present reality and a future hope. As disciples, we are
called to live differently, prioritizing God's rule over worldly ambitions. Jesus, the
ultimate Kingdom-minded servant, exemplified this by laying down His life for
humanity. To live for the Kingdom is to embrace sacrifice, service, and spiritual wealth
over material gain. If we truly have Christ, we have more than enough. Let us, therefore,

live with a Kingdom mindset, advancing God's agenda on earth as it is in heaven.

Reflection Question: How can you put God’s Kingdom first this week?

Prayer:
Lord, I want to seek You first! Help me to live in a way that brings Your Kingdom to earth.

Let my words, my actions, and my love reflect You. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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The Author: Rev. Dr. Angulus Wilson

7th Chaplain of Wheaton College, Pastor, Professor, Preacher, Author, and Church Leader
Rev. Dr. Angulus Wilson is a seasoned pastor, preacher, and educator whose ministry spans
over 34 years of faithful service. As the 7th Chaplain of Wheaton College, Dr. Wilson has
played an instrumental role in nurturing spiritual growth and fostering a Christ-centered
academic environment for students and faculty alike. His passion for preaching, teaching,
and leading has shaped countless lives both in the classroom and in the church.

Dr. Wilson's preaching ministry has taken him around the world, serving as an international
speaker with a unique ability to connect deeply with audiences from diverse backgrounds.
His vibrant, dynamic African American preaching voice draws from his rich heritage,
creating a powerful and authentic experience for all who hear him. Known for his clarity,
wisdom, and anointing, he has influenced and inspired congregations globally.

Beyond preaching, Dr. Wilson is a dedicated professor and has served in the academic arena
at four prominent universities, imparting his knowledge and biblical insight to the next
generation of leaders. His expertise is complemented by his extensive experience in church
planting, having helped establish multiple churches that continue to thrive today.

In addition to his pastoral and academic roles, Dr. Wilson is an accomplished author,
penning works that explore Christian faith, leadership, and the importance of living out
one’s purpose in Christ. His books and writings reflect his deep commitment to equipping
believers with the tools necessary to live faithful and impactful lives.

With a heart for service, Dr. Wilson has also been a trusted teacher and church leader,
guiding individuals and communities toward greater spiritual maturity and outreach. His
leadership has shaped not only the churches he has served but also the larger Christian
community, as he continues to mentor and disciple the leaders of tomorrow.

Rev. Dr. Angulus Wilson’s legacy is marked by his unwavering commitment to the Gospel,
his dedication to educating others, and his tireless efforts to build and strengthen the body
of Christ across the globe.
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