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writing process!

Dr. Alison Gibson 



Step 1:
Understand the Assignment



Understand the Assignment

1. Assignment Directions

2. Rubric

3. Examples



Assignment Directions

1. Circle the verbs.

2. Identify the genre.

3. Identify the audience, purpose, & context.



Rubric

1. Circle the verbs.

2. Identify differences between assessment 

values. 

3. Identify which criteria are more and less 

important. 



Examples

1. Ask your professor for examples. 

2. Reverse outline. 

3. Identify strengths and weaknesses.  



Step 2:
Pre-Writing 







Free Write

Choose a topic.

Set a timer. (10 min or less)

Write anything you think!



Free Writing Rules
Don't worry about grammar, punctuation or 
spelling. 

Feel free to use any format you like:
● bullet points
● questions
● drawings

Don't worry about coherence: no beginning, 
middle, and end needed

Don't stop writing until the timer ends!





After the Free Write

Reread you writing.

Underline or circle ideas that stand out to you. 

Next step options:

Another free write on the circled idea

Concept map on the circled idea

Outline or "walk and talk" on the circled idea



Concept map

Concept maps are visual 

representations of 

information. 

Concept maps are especially 

useful for students who learn 

better visually, although they 

can benefit any type of 

learner.



Why make a 
concept map? 

➔ Chunking
Concept maps help you to see the big picture: 
by starting with higher-level concepts, 
concept maps help you chunk information 
based on meaningful connections. 

➔ Organization
Finding connections between concepts 
enables you to organize before drafting. 

➔ Simple
Just come up with words– not complete 
sentences. Have fun with colors and shapes!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chunking_(psychology)


How to Improve as a Writer

Pre-Writing Techniques

Outlining

Free Writing

Concept Mapping

Walk and Talk

Writing Environments

Sound

Physicality

Lighting

Reverse 
Outlining

Research

Audience Awareness

Genre Conventions

EditingVocabulary 

AI Writing Tools

Digital Writing

Food

Exercise and Creativity

Writer's Block Technology 

Rhetorical 
Awareness

Recursive Processes 



Develop your concept map
● Notice connections between concepts. 
● Use circles, lines, and/or colors to 

indicate relationships between concepts. 
● Add terms/categories as needed to 

clarify the relationship between larger 
and smaller groups. 

● Feel free to erase, move, or rearrange 
terms so that their position on the page 
makes sense to you.



Add detail and edit

Add detail to 
clarify concepts. 



Use 
color 
and 
images. 



Vary shapes to indicate larger and smaller 
concepts. 

Write on connecting lines to indicate 
relationships. 



Create a 
digital 
version 
of your 
concept 
map. 



Step 3:
Research and Review 



● gather and organize sources

● review class notes

● re-read key texts & annotate

● collect relevant passages

Consider using highlighters, 

sticky notes,  & note cards!

Research and Review



Step 4:
Drafting and Revising 



Stinky First Draft (Anne Lamott)

● "the child's draft"
● "the down draft"
● messy, silly 
● grammar errors
● a complete draft
● attempts genre conventions
● generally follows assignment 

directions





Walk and Talk

Talk with a friend, professor, or mentor about your 

topic. 

Explain your ideas. Ask questions. 

Record your conversation or take notes 

afterwards. 



Play with different technologies

Write with pen and paper.

Use markers, poster 

paper, or other art 

supplies you like. 



Second Draft

"Up Draft"

Start a new document. 

Only copy and paste what 

you really love.

Rewrite, reorder, discover 

new ideas.

Avoid line editing. 



Repeat!

Expert writers revise for new 
ideas, not to correct errors. 



Step 5:
Editing 



Final Draft

Attend to mechanics: 

spelling, punctuation, & 

grammar.

Reverse outline your writing.

Review the rubric.



What do I do when I am stuck?





Beaufort, Anne. College 
Writing and Beyond: A New 
Framework for University 
Writing Instruction. Utah 
State UP, 2007. 

The Five Knowledge Domains



Come to the Writing Center!



Make an appointment at 
wheaton.mywconline.com

● 30- and 60-minute 
appointments

● one-on-one 
● any stage of the 

writing process
● in the library
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