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Welcome from the Chair 
Welcome to the third edition of our 

newsletter. With the deaths of Roger Lundin 
and Brett Foster in November within the 
same week, we lost two key members of our 
departmental faculty. In the newsletter, you’ll 
see job descriptions for two tenure-track hires 
we hope to make this year (in creative nonfiction

2 and Medieval/Early Modern) and also brief 
descriptions of memorials we are working on to 
honor both of these men. You’ll also see updates 
about lectures, readings, and alumni panels we10 
have hosted this year and information about 
some of our recent grads. This upcoming year 

12 will be a year of transition as I retire in June of 
2017 and Jeff Davis will take over as Department 
Chair. 

15 We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter 
and find it a good way to stay connected with the 
department. If you have something you want to

17 share with us or suggestions for something we 
might do in the future, please feel free to contact 
us. 

21 

Sharon Coolidge, Chair 
English Department 



 

Lectures and Literary Events 

English Department Holds Alumni Speaker Series
 The Wheaton College English Department held two Alumni Speaker Series events 

this year, with eight alumni visiting Wheaton to speak about their English major, their 
career, and how the two fit together. In the fall semester, the group focused on writing 
in the digital age, and the unique applications of the English major they are able to 
pursue through technology. In the spring semester, alumni with a variety of careers 
came to explain the different types of writing they do, as well as the other ways their 
English major has informed their work and their lives. 

Writing in the Digital Age 
Alicia Cohn ‘09, 
Communications 
Coordinator at 
Brownstein Hyatt 
Farber Schreck 
and freelance 
journalist for 
Christianity 

Amanda Mahnke 
‘10, social media 
and media relations 
manager at a private
K-12 school
“Diversify your skillset,”
she said. Mahnke
believes the digital
world offers the most
opportunities for

Today 
Cohn’s writing 

demonstrates the versatality of the 
English major: “I think of English as an 
applied skill, and I think you have to 
apply it to something.” 

good writers who have also mastered a 
companion skill, like photography and 
graphic design, which she learned working 
for The Record. 

Rebecca 
Larson ‘98, 
Director of Web 
Communications 
at Wheaton 
College 
“The skills that 
you are acquiring 
will allow you to 
navigate whatever

new technology comes along... A tweet 
is like a haiku—concise, constrained, 
packed with layers of meaning,” Larson 
said, adding that storytelling is vital for 
marketing. 

Scott Miraldi ’95, 
Vice President 
of Account and 
Client Services at 
marketing firm 
Mediassociates 
“[The English major] 
taught me how to 
craft a narrative, how 
to connect with and 

understand people,” said Miraldi, also 
mentioning the essential business skills of 
concision and time-management. 
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Alumni Writers 
Bryn Clark ‘11, 
Compass Program 
Director at 
Gordon-Conwell 
Theological 
Seminary and 
blogger at 
allmyroads.com 
“The lens of story buoys 
faith through trials in

which dogma or exegesis simply won’t do 
the trick. Throughout seminary, this lens 
has helped me to find an expression for the 
faith I espouse but also the doubts I feel,” 
said Clark. 

Megan Kelly 
‘09, writer’s 
assistant for 20th 
Century FOX and 
playwright 
Kelly explained, 
“Sometimes my 
vocation feels like a 
moving target. But 
so far it’s worked 

when I take time to assess opportunity 
and desire; so, what’s happening to 
me and what I’m interested in writing, 
what doors are open and what doors I 
want to walk through.” 

“The English major is the foundation for untaught but 
essential skills in the workplace and in personal life,” 
said Angelo Campos. 

Brittany Bronson 
‘10, English 
Instructor at 
University of 
Nevada, Las Vegas, 
Cocktail Server for 
MGM Resorts, and 
Contributing Op-Ed 
Writer for the New 
York Times 

“If I’ve learned anything since graduating 
it’s that it’s easy to find fulfillment from the 
things you love to do, but it takes hard work 
and humility to acknowledge the value in 
whatever it is you happen to be doing,” 
Bronson said. 

Angelo Campos 
‘12, Network 
Programming 
Planner at Weigel 
Broadcasting 
“The English major 
is the foundation 
for untaught but 
essential skills in the 
workplace and in

personal life,” said Campos. 
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Kwame Dawes Gives Lecture 
and Poetry Reading

 On March 21 and 22, the English Department hosted a 
lecture and poetry reading by prolific Jamaican poet and 
writer Kwame Dawes. 
Students gathered in Blanchard Hall on March 21 for 
Dawes’ lecture, “Black My Story: Coming of Age in Roots 
Reggae Jamaica,” on how the music of reggae artist Bob 
Marley has inspired Dawes in his vocation as a poet.

 “Reggae taught me how to write as a person of faith—a 
person willing to put faith as a part of his art,” said Dawes, 
who has published sixteen poetry collections in addition to 
plays and novels. 

Though he acknowledged that he saw this quality in 
poets like Gerard Manley Hopkins and John Donne, Bob 
Marley and other reggae artists wrote into the reality in which Dawes grew up and taught him how to 
engage artistically with that reality. Reggae, Dawes explained, is a standard “to strive for something 
lasting, urgent, and ultimately necessary in the world.” 

But in reggae, as in Dawes’ poetry, activism is partnered with an emphasis on artistry. 
“I see a path for an artist to be at once an activist…and to be wholly an artist, concerned about craft 
and about the beauty and power of language,” said Dawes, as he described Marley’s influence on his 
own craft. 

The next evening, Dawes gave a poetry reading that showcased the results of his inspiration from 
Marley and reggae culture. The reading focused 
primarily on poems from Dawes’ latest collection, 
Duppy Conqueror. His work explored themes of “I see a path for an artist to

be at once an activist…and to 
be wholly an artist, concerned
about craft and about the 
beauty and power of language,”
said Dawes. 

cultural and racial identity and human connection, 
inspired by Dawes’ life as well as the experiences of 
others. 

Dawes closed both his lecture and poetry 
reading by answering questions from the audience, 
discussing with students both his life as a Christian 
and as a poet. 

“He inspired me to try again exercising my 
capacity for empathy through writing,” said English 
major Charis Valmores, ‘18. 

Dawes is an Emmy award recipient for his project LiveHopeLove.com and is currently Chancellor’s 
Professor of English at the University of Nebraska as well as the Glenna Luschei Editor of Prairie 
Schooner. 
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Lectures and Literary Events 

Tom Gardner Reads Lyric Essays and 
Gives Lecture

 Last week, writer and professor Tom Gardner visited the 
English Department as a Writer in Residence. Gardner, an Alumni 
Distinguished Professor of English at Virginia Tech, has published five 
books of literary criticism, two plays, a book of poems, and a collection 
of lyric essays. He has won Guggenheim, Fulbright, and National 
Endowment for the Arts fellowships, among other awards. During his 
stay at Wheaton, Gardner visited with students in their classes, gave a 
poetry reading, and delivered a lecture.

 On October 5, Gardner read from his latest work, a collection of 
lyric essays entitled Poverty Creek Journal. 

“I called them prose poems when I was writing them,” said Gardner 

of the year’s-worth of journal entries, written after his morning runs in the Jefferson National Forest. 
“My editor called them lyric essays, because he was nervous,” he added with a smile. 

Lyric poetry, said Gardner, “expands and unfolds theology’s 
eternal timbre” by expressing our hide-and-seek struggle to 

glimpse the divine. 

Each daily entry reflects differently on the body, poetry, and theology. The essays echo the rhythm 
of the run, as Gardner makes connections between the slipperiness of the trail and a cherished quote 
from Thoreau or Dickinson. For the reading, Gardner chose the entries that dealt with unexpected 
loss, personal grief, and the passage of time. 

On the evening of October 6, an audience gathered to hear Gardner’s lecture, “Lyric Theology”, on 
the works of Polish poet Czeslaw Milosz, novelist and essayist Marilynne Robinson, and independent 
film director Terrence Malick. Using their work, Gardner unfolded examples of lyric reflection in 
conversation with theological discussion. Lyric poetry, said Gardner, “expands and unfolds theology’s 
eternal timbre” by expressing our hide-and-seek struggle to glimpse the divine.

 “What is this love that loves us, that comes from nowhere?” asks a character in Malick’s film 
To The Wonder. In the works of Malick and Robinson, Gardner identified characters whose “inner 
wordlessness” can only be expressed with the intersection of theology and the lyric. Lyric poetry 
voices our desire for a revelation which Gardner described as “visible but not yet attainable.” The 
lecture concluded with questions and conversation with the audience. 
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Walter Wangerin Jr. on “Faith in the 
Face of Death” 
by Alice Gorman ‘19 and Dr. Jefrey Galbraith

 Walter Wangerin, Jr. offered a personal perspective on his 
experience of cancer during his March 2 visit to Wheaton College. 
Wearing a portable oxygen tank, the celebrated author did not 
shrink from the effects of his illness. As he explained to his attentive 
audience, Wangerin regarded his cancer diagnosis as embarking “on 
an adventure” in which he was now able to witness to the hope that is 
available to believers in Christ. Wangerin’s deep faith in the midst of his 
suffering was inspiring. For students in ENGL225, “The Literature of 
Loss and Healing,” Wangerin’s talk provided an opportunity to reflect 
on the conversations that had driven class discussions. 

Wangerin built his talk on the insight that “dying with the hope of the resurrection tempers how 
we die.” He cited 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14: “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed 
about those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 
For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those 
who have fallen asleep in him.” Early on 
in our topical seminar, we established that Wangerin reminded his

audience that is important to 
listen to the suffering person,
letting them convey their
experience in their own way. 

the boundlessness of hope in Christ makes 
the Christian’s experience of grief unique. 
Whereas hope in the resurrection and our 
union with Christ cannot be found in the 
consolation literature of the classical Stoic 
writers, it abounds in Christian literature 
and elegies. We mourn openly and honestly 
because we have hope that there is more 
to come after the sickness or after the death of a loved one. When we, as Christ-followers, wail and 
grieve, we are wailing and grieving with hope. 

Wangerin told his audience that all Christians have the potential to be witnesses of Christ to others 
in the way they face mortality. Reminding listeners that “witness” is a translation of the Greek word 
“martyr,” Wangerin proposed extending the understanding of martyrdom to all those who proclaim 
the Kingdom of God in their death. In this, he brought humility to the lofty title of martyr. “You don’t 
have to have an audience to be a witness,” he said. When someone dies a witness/martyr, the manner 
in which they died is what distinguishes them. Were they devoted to Christ? Were they as Jesus 
was? When we die, Wangerin explained, we should seek to be witnesses of our hope in Christ. This 
insight applied in an interesting way to one of our seminar discussions. According to David Kessler 
and Elizabeth Kubler-Ross in their book On Grief and Grieving (2014), the grieving person tells his 
or her story out of the psychological need for others to witness the experience of grief. In attending to 
the role of storytelling in the grieving process, we have considered how we might serve as witnesses to 
help those who are mourning by listening to others with empathy. Wangerin, however, reminded us 
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that the act of witnessing is rooted in manifesting Christ to others.
 It is often remarked in elegies and stories about loss that only the person who directly experiences 

suffering truly understands what he or she is going through. Wangerin echoed this point as his 
talk drew toward a close, remarking that it takes an “imaginative leap” to understand someone 
else’s experience of pain and suffering. The renowned author experienced this desire for others 
to be imaginative first hand, when he tried speaking to people about his battle with cancer. He 
acknowledged that others often try to tell those going through a crisis what to do or think, reminding 
them of the promises of God and the truths of Scripture. Wangerin reminded his audience that is 
important to listen to the suffering person, letting them convey their experience in their own way. 
When others want to help the suffering person, Wangerin explained, sometimes the desire to help 
disguises a desire to control. Notably, he experienced this with doctors who did not wish to give him 
bad news. Wangerin said that doctors sometimes do not trust patients with the truth about what is 
going on in their body, because they do not wish to extinguish a patient’s hope.

 On this evening, those of us who came to hear the celebrated author clearly saw that Wangerin’s 
hope would not be extinguished because it was rooted in Christ. 

Rebecca Sandberg’s English 
Department Chapel Address 

Wheaton English department alumnae Rebecca Sandberg 
spoke at the English department chapel on October 28 about 
how the English major has affected her life and work as 
founder of Re:New.

 To begin, I would like to admit that I cried the first day of 
English Lit. 101. They weren’t tears of sadness; in fact, I couldn’t 
believe how lucky I was to be in a class where my homework 
was reading.

 It was a Monday. I changed my major that very day from 
voice performance to English literature. I felt that I had come 
home, to a tribe, an occupation, and a sanity. I am prone to see 
the world as a dark and brooding place full of mysterious and 
phenomenal people. Reading and writing helps me make sense 
of it all.

 As a writer, I am always looking for new ways to think about my craft. One of my hurdles is that 
I try to write about too much. I sit down and try to write everything, instead of something. I heard 
a great piece of advice on this, which used the image of a small picture frame. Write one thing well. 
Funnel the universe into a snap shot and write about that. This is a snapshot of how my degree in 
English Literature has informed both my work with refugees and my ongoing desire to repair the tears 
in our social fabric.

 My husband and I graduated from [Wheaton] a little while ago...a long while ago in fact. My 
husband majored in Business and Bible and is a man determined to serve the least of these. We dove 
into adventure and moved to Kenya with our nine-month old son and lived in Nairobi, Kenya for 5 
years. 
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One of my first observations when meeting relief workers and field “staffers” is that most relief 
workers are married to nurses or doctors—people who truly bring life-saving skills to humanity. This 
observation sat dormant in my mind for a week or two, and then I began to panic. My husband is a 
relief worker. I am not a nurse. I am an English Lit. major. I can say with some confidence that my 
brain is not wired for medicine or science. I pondered long and hard about my lack of medical savvy 
and made a declaration to pursue something of a medical-nursing- doctor-ish nature. The Lord, in 
his infinite wisdom and love, spared patients the world over from my declaration, and led me down 
another path—a literal path, dusty and straight, papaya trees on one side and avocado trees on the 
other —to a community of refugee women. I spent five years working alongside these women at a 
micro-enterprise that taught them how to sew. I wrote their stories, and I wrote grants.

 I found that all of the space in my brain that clearly was not wired for medicine was actually wired 
to listen to and write stories. I did not have much in common with these refugee women. I had not lost 

my child, and I had never had to flee for my life. It 
was difficult for me to make sense of writing such

“This is a snap shot of how my 
degree in English Literature 
has informed both my work 
with refugees and my ongoing 
desire to repair the tears in 
our social fabric,” explained 
Sandberg. 

horrific stories.
 After many years in Kenya, I said tear-laden

good-byes and left on the same dusty path that had 
brought me there. I promised the women that their 
chaos would count, that I would carry their stories
with me. We moved back to Wheaton in 2007 with 
two little boys and our daughter on the way. Kenya 
was always on my mind and I could not make sense
of my new beginnings in America. 

One January night, I drove to Target to get some 
diapers. It was snowing, surprise! I was in a foul 
mood and wrestled out loud with God as to why he 

had brought us to this place. I remember getting in my car and grumbling and asking Him why he had 
brought us back. Still huffing, I left the parking lot and turned onto Roosevelt Rd. Through my snowy 
windshield, I saw someone walking on the side of the road. As I got closer, I saw that she was wrapped 
in African Kitenge cloth, and that she was wearing flip-flops. She turned into an apartment complex 
and I followed her and knocked on her door. I was greeted by the smell of familiar spices, the sound 
of lots of children, and a smiling woman, called Mwambe. Mwambe invited me in and we talked in 
Swahili and English and laughed quite a bit. After a while, I decided to go, and I gave her a hug. 
As I turned to leave, she said, “You can give me job?”

 I fumbled through a sentence of strange words that really meant nothing and left, closing the 
door behind me. Pause. No, really, I paused for a long time outside her door, snow accumulating 
on my head. That night God spun me like a top on a table, round and round. For months, I thought 
of Mwambe. Her story echoed the stories that I had promised to tell. I had to keep my promise. I 
couldn’t walk away from the refugee story.

 Mwambe is one of many refugees living in DuPage County. She lives here because she could not 
stay in Somalia. In fact, she walked 373 miles with her children from Mogadishu, Somalia to Dadaab 
refugee camp in Kenya, one of the most populated refugee camps in the world, where she lived for 15 
years, until being resettled here in Wheaton. Mwambe had a story to tell and she needed a job. 
Six years ago, I founded The Re:new Project out of a desire to create a space, a physical space, for 
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refugees to tell their story and to gain employment. Re:new started in a small room with five sewing 
machines, five volunteers and five refugee women. While we stitched stories together, we also stitched 
fabric, teaching basic sewing skills. We started the process of obtaining a 501-C3 to register as a 
non-profit and then registered as a business. We spent dozens and dozens of hours as wordsmiths, 
defining, arranging and rearranging what would become our mission, our vision, our values and our 
by-laws.

 As Re:new grew, women from other countries, Sudan, Ethiopia, Tanzania, Bhutan, Syria, Iraq and 
Burma came to learn to sew. We added new sewing machines, moved into a larger space and brought 
dozens more volunteers and staff on board. The women spoke very little English. Teaching them to 
sew included a lot of charades and a lot of laughter. One day, as some teachers were acting out how 
to construct a bag, some of the Somali woman also started doing charades. After a while we realized 
that they weren’t acting out sewing...they were acting out their story, their escape from Somalia, 
walking through the bush with little children to the refugee camp. They walked around the room 

holding pretend baskets on their heads with one 
hand and holding their pretend pregnant bellies 
with the other. They started shoving things in their “In marriage, having children, 

living overseas, working with
refugees, starting a non-profit,
starting a business, writing 
grants, writing stories, literature
helps make sense of the human 
experience,” said Sandberg.

children’s mouths. We learned that in the bush they 
had to stuff their baby’s mouths with dirt in order 
that they would not cry for fear of the nearby lions. 
I will never forget that day. After that the stories 
poured out. Some women came to sit and have 
tea. Some needed immediate employment. Some 
simply wanted to talk. 
Re:new continues to be a place where stories are 
told and where women sew beautiful products. 
[But I am often reminded of the words] “and yet”. 
These two words are found in Scripture over and 
over again and remind me that God is sovereign. I often ask why. Why do I live here? Why did I get to 
go to college? Why evil? Why this and why that. The phrase “and yet...” gives me hope in all of these 
questions and courage to live one small picture frame at a time. The human experience is at once 
beautiful and grotesque, peaceful and disturbing. It is a marvel how each person’s story is grafted into 
another’s, intersecting and weaving in a certain time period and setting. 

This address was cut for length. Read the full speech here. 
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Student News 

Christianity and Fantasy Class Studies C.S. Lewis’s 
Private Library

 During the spring semester, English professor James Beitler and archivist Laura Schmidt co-
designed a project for the Christianity and Fantasy class that gave students the opportunity to do 
archival research at the Marion E. Wade Center. Students researched C.S. Lewis’s annotations in 
books from his personal library and used these annotations to explore how Lewis engaged others’ 
ideas. Because the Wade Center has over 2,400 of Lewis’s personal library books, many of which 
are heavily annotated, students were able to gather a wealth of information. After completing their 
research, students wrote articles explaining their findings and created digital recordings of themselves 
reading their articles. These recordings could then be made accessible to Wade Center visitors 
through visitors’ smartphones. Dr. Beitler liked this format because it created a virtual exhibit space 
where Lewis’s annotations and the students’ insights about them could be showcased. 

Laura Schmidt introduced the archival research process to the students to get them started, and 
she helped them throughout the research process. 

“The whole approach to archival research was new for a lot of people,” Schmidt said, after the 
project was complete. “Something in this day and age that [Dr. Beitler] and I talked about is that you 
can’t always expect to walk up to an information box and get an instant answer. . . Archives are a lot 
about process.” Both Schmidt and Beitler look forward to more joint projects between the English 
Department and the Wade Center where students can use the vast resources that are available to them 
to learn new methods of research and writing. 

Experience the Exhibit Learn how to use the Blippar App to listen to two 
student commentaries, connected to the images below. 

Images used with permission 
of the Marion E. Wade Center 
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English Department Hosts Composition and 
Research Conference 

On April 28th, students gathered in Blanchard Hall for the second biannual ENGW 103/104 
Composition and Research Student Conference. The event provided an opportunity for students in 
first-year writing courses to present their research papers to one another in the format of an academic 
conference. 

The evening involved opening remarks by Dr. Jim Beitler and Dr. Alison Gibson, followed by 
a series of panel discussions in which students presented their research, then responded to each 
other’s ideas with questions. The panels were organized by research topic and included a wide range 
of subjects, such as issues of church, environment, modern technology, mental health, the arts, and 
more. 

“We really think of this as a celebration of you and the work you have done,” said Gibson to the 
more than 100 first-year writing students. “The writing that you did this semester is no longer just for 
a grade; it is for the benefit of your neighbor, who will learn from and interact with you tonight.” 

After the panel sessions, awards were presented to students whose research went above and 
beyond the requirements of the ENGL 103/104 class and produced truly exceptional academic 
writing. The winners received cash prizes, and their papers will be published in an online academic 
journal and used as examples for future classes. 

The award recipients, selected from a group of ten nominees, were as follows: 

3rd Place: 
Sarah Holcomb ‘19 for “Salvaging Slacktivism: Why Awareness Counts in Social Media Activism” 
Sarah McDevitt ’19 for “Not Made in the USA: A Proposal for Sweatshop Reform” 

2nd Place: 
Robert Jones ’17 for “Did Fukuyama Get the Biggest Piece Right? The Effect of Ideology in the USSR 
and Russian Federation” 

1st Place: 
Kelly Baglia ‘16 for “An Evaluation of Traditional Threshold Theories: Failure to Adequately Protect 
Human Populations from Pesticide Exposure” 

Sarah Holcomb Sarah McDevitt Robert Jones Kelly Baglia 
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Joshua Moreno ’16 Explains the 
Importance of His English Major 
Joshua Moreno ‘16 delivered the following speech at the 
English department chapel in the spring of 2016. Moreno is 
an English Writing major with a minor in Communication. 
He has been involved on campus with Unidad Cristiana, 
the Student Alumni Board, the general education committee 
for the diversity curriculum, and the advancement office 
(the Discovery Initiative), where he interviewed alumni. He 
received a third place prize in poetry in the Lowell-Grabill 
contest. He will soon be working as a paralegal for Mintel.

      Growing up my first language was conglomeration: a mixture 

of Spanish and English. My parents are from Mexico, and while they came in their teenage years to 
the United States their dominant intimate language is Spanish. My grandmother, who took care of 
me as a kid, only spoke Spanish. Our communication was discombobulated, me being an American-
born Mexican in an English school system. But hey, look at me now momma: I’m majoring in English 
Writing. My family is probably confused as to 
what I did the past 12 years of my education 
other than write in English, but it’s more than 
that! Like everyone here, I started off as a 
business major. You know, the job friendly, “So why, why study English? 

For me, for my family, for the
characters I create—it meant 
finding voice and creating
connections,” said Moreno.

practical major that dad said would make that 
paper. No, me, instead I write papers. 

I write papers titled “Saving Salvation: An 
Examination of James Baldwin’s Go Tell It 
on the Mountain” or “Being Brown in a Black 
and White World” (for Creative Writing) 
or my personal favorite, “Spiritual Erectile 
Dysfunction” for Dr. Bieber Lake’s Post Modern 
Literature course. Great class. 

So why, why study English? For me, for my 
family, for the characters I create—it meant finding voice and creating connections. 

Coming to Wheaton was similar to the discombobulated misunderstanding spoken in my home. 
It was a different experience: I had never heard of C.S. Lewis, and Wheaton was an entirely new 
world, something I had difficulty relating to, but when I began to consider English as a major I took 
Dr. Coolidge’s Classical and Early British Literature course. Here I found someone to relate to in the 
randomest of places: The Odyssey. 

There’s a scene where Athena essentially is telling Telemachus, “Calm down. I got this. Me, a god, is 
on your side and handling the situation.” And Homer writes: “But his heart was filled with sadness when 
he found the suitors still within his house, where in the courtyard they were skinning goats and roasting 
hogs.” In the margins of my text I wrote: “MMM, I FEEL YOU. LORD PROMISES, YET STILL STUFF 
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LOOKS THE SAME.” 
Here, I was relating to some Greek mythological man almost weeping because I entered into that 

experience of young Telemachus. Telemachus connected me to the story, the narrative. 
And when I write, I think of whom I want to connect to my characters and why, what experiences 

I want people to enter into. And voice: their voice is essential in doing that. So I write poetry about La 
Rosita on North Avenue, the Hispanic grocery 
store with walls that have the guts of a rainbow 
plastered on them, green, pink, blue. I write 
about “uneducated immigrants” being more wise“Writing allowed me better 

understand my own experience 
and gave me the tools to allow 
others to enter into it too,” 
explains Moreno. 

and resourceful than middle class professors— 
obviously not Wheaton ones, though. I write 
about the homeless lady on Washington who sits
in a wheelchair, smiling, with a sign that says 
“God bless.” The development of my writing,
learning about voice, inevitably helped shape on
own voice, on this campus and in life in general. 
Writing allowed me better understand my own 
experience and gave me the tools to allow others 
to enter into it too. 

Madeline Hazel ’16 Addresses English Majors 
Madeline Hazel is a double major in English and Secondary Education. She will graduate in 
December 2016 after she completes her student teaching semester at a local high school. After 
graduation, Madeline plans to work as a high school English teacher and pursue a Masters degree 
in Education.

 It’s hard to believe that I took my last undergraduate 
English classes this spring. I can’t believe the four years is 
up because in many ways I don’t feel as if I have reached the 
fulfillment of the English major “persona”; I haven’t read the 
Lord of the Rings series, “creative” writing still baffles me, and 
I can never quite get the hang of iambic pentameter. These 
small failures have come up in humorously contemplative 
conversations with other graduating friends; we can only 
laugh over the ways we have thwarted our own expectations 
of college. Here we are at the end, and it still seems like we’re 
not quite there. We still wonder when we will reach that place 
where we feel fully skilled and equipped with the right bits of 
knowledge to face the world. 

However, it is in this recognition of failed expectations 
that I have come to see the true significance that studying 
literature has had in my life. When I was feeling particularly 
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frazzled, Dr. Jeffry Davis advised me, “You are a being, not a human doing.” This reminder drew me 
to the realization that the significance of my English major does not lie solely in what it has prepared 
me to do—though it has helped me to develop many actionable skills—but in who it has shaped me 
to be. In essence, the great accomplishment of my literary studies is personal transformation. All the 
professors in the English Department emphasize the connection between literature and the Christian 
life, and no one has been able to demonstrate this to me as powerfully as Dr. Roger Lundin. 

Dr. Lundin shared so freely in the classroom. He constantly wove his personal narrative into our 
discussion of texts in a way that was sometimes shocking but never tangential; his ability to engage 
students in his own literary reflection made the abstract aspects of texts real to me on a personal level. 
As a teacher, Dr. Lundin embodied the transformational power of literature that deeply impressed 
many of his students. I know I am among countless others when I say that Dr. Lundin changed my 
life. 

“As I reflect on my time as an English major at Wheaton College, I am 
most thankful for the ways that my professors have instructed me as 
student, as a teacher, and most importantly as a person,” said Hazel. 

This became clear to me this spring as I began my methods practicum, a prequel to my student 
teaching semester. I was placed in a classroom with a local English teacher and was surprised to 
find out that he had also attended Wheaton College and taken classes with Dr. Lundin. He told me 
about the ways that Dr. Lundin changed his own patterns of thought about literature and teaching, 
explaining how he endeavors to emulate Dr. Lundin’s passion in his own classroom. It was a true gift 
to learn from Dr. Lundin, and I am amazed at the exponential power of his teaching; not only did 
he lead me towards the transformational power of literature, but he continues to impact new lives 
through his students who will have their own students. As a teacher, I know I will constantly think 
about my experiences as Dr. Lundin’s student. As I reflect on my time as an English major at Wheaton 
College, I am most thankful for the ways that my professors have instructed me as student, as a 
teacher, and most importantly as a person. 

Lowell-Grabill Awards Recognize Creative Writing Achievements 

Fiction Poetry 
1st - Emma Sargent, “The Bicycle” 1st – Shyanne Figueroa Bennet, “What Is 
2nd - Lydia Nelson, “The Border” Left” 
3rd - Ciera Horton, “The Oven Bird Problem” 2nd – Anna Claire Gall, “In the Field” 

3rd – Joshua Moreno, “The Educated, TheCreative Non-Fiction 
Wise”1st – Emma Sargent, “Birthing Season” 

2nd – ChinHsin Esther Kao, “Things I Can’t 
Read about the awards presentation byExplain” 
clicking here.3rd – Aseye Agamah, “Body Study” 
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Recent Graduates 

Meet Caroline Ryan 
Cunningham ’13

 Wheaton English department graduate Caroline Ryan 
Cunningham ’13 knows how to throw a wedding—with style. 
Cunningham, who lives a few miles outside of Washington, 
D.C., works as assistant fashion editor for Washingtonian 
Magazine as well as assistant editor for Washingtonian Bride 
& Groom. She writes for Washingtonian’s style and shopping 
blog and its wedding blog, manages certain social media 
handles, contributes to the monthly lifestyle section of the print 
magazine, and helps compile the bridal magazine. 

After graduating with an English major, concentration in 
writing, and a minor in music, Cunningham interned for a 
summer at Cincinnati Magazine while working for the Curtis 

Zimmerman Group, first part time then as content marketing manager. She then became a full-
time intern at Washingtonian before she was hired as an assistant editor. There, she discovered that 
working as a student and as a professional have much in common. 

“You show up. You work hard. You study the subject (or industry) you’re in. You’re rewarded for 
speaking up and voicing your opinions. You humbly ask for help when you need it,” said Cunningham. 
“I was interested to find that all the life skills you develop in college are just as relevant afterwards.” 

What did Wheaton College’s English Department teach her? 
“How to take criticism,” said Cunningham. “Being young in your career, you are always 

surrounded by those who are smarter and more experienced, and you’d be foolish to think that their 
opinion of your work doesn’t matter. The writing workshops I took my senior year—by far my favorite 
part of my experiences in the English department—required I sit silently while those around me tore 
apart my work. It was a little painful at times, but it prepared me for life outside of college where they 
really don’t (and shouldn’t) care about whether they hurt your feelings in regards to your writing.” 

Cunningham remembers English classes fondly—especially those with Professor Mazzarella. 
“Every class [with Mazzarella] was eye opening, not to mention just incredibly pleasant…I wish I 

could’ve taken ten more classes with her.” 
When asked what advice she had for those considering an English major, Cunningham said, “My 

husband is in graduate school for architecture now, but he graduated from Wheaton with a degree in 
English. Whenever anyone asks why he got a degree in English when he wanted to study architecture, 
he always says, ‘Because the English department had the best professors.’ I stand by that opinion. 
Wheaton’s English department is its best department where you are going to learn from some of the 
most experienced, well-spoken, intelligent individuals on campus who will not only teach you how to 
read and write but [also] how to communicate.”

 “I was interested to find that all the life skills you develop in college 
are just as relevant afterwards,” said Cunningham. 
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Recent Graduates 

Meet Sumanth Prabhaker ‘04
 Majoring in English with a Writing Concentration at Wheaton gave 

Sumanth Prabhaker ‘04 the experience he needed to write everything 
from textbooks to fiction. Writer and editor at Pearson Education, 
Sumanth is also the founding editor of Madras Press, a publishing 
company that produces short fiction and novellas, distributing the 
proceeds to non-profit organizations. 

After graduating from Wheaton, Prabhaker attended the 
University of North Carolina Wilmington MFA program, earning his 
masters in Creative Writing. 

“Because I’d worked with the newspaper and the literary journal 
at Wheaton, I was given a half-time position in the university’s press 
to help fund my tuition,” said Prabhaker, who worked as an Editorial 
Assistant at UNCW’s newspaper. 

Prabhaker then accepted a job as Production Editor with Pearson Education, a textbook publisher 
and educational conglomerate. He has authored several short stories as well as the novella A Mere 
Pittance. Six years ago, he began Madras Press. 

“Even though that hasn’t been a source of income, it’s the thing that I put the most into,” said 

“I was fortunate enough to 
have teachers [at Wheaton] 
who assessed my work based 
not purely on the ‘quality’ 
of the writing but more on 
its effectiveness as a form of 
communication,” said Prabhaker. 

Prabhaker. “So many writers start out wanting 
to publish a book that lots of people will read 
and love, which is obviously the worst way to 
become a better writer, because you end up 
shaping your thoughts in response to these 
made-up hordes of fans. I was fortunate enough 
to have teachers [at Wheaton] who assessed 
my work based not purely on the ‘quality’ of the 
writing but more on its effectiveness as a form 
of communication, which helped me realize 
why the prettiest book will always seem dead 
to you if it doesn’t value the things you value, 
which I guess has connotations for life outside 
of college.” 

Prabhaker studied with several English professors over the course of multiple terms at Wheaton. 
“Their offices were the safest and most important places on campus for me,” shares Prabhaker. 

“Without their support and wisdom and overall good-heartedness, I would have left college entirely, 
so I always will have them to thank for whatever success I might eventually enjoy.” 

As to advice for Wheaton English students, Prabhaker notes, “There are some really great 
bookstores in Chicago: go to Quimby’s! And Myopic Books and Women & Children First! Find 
an internship with Another Chicago Magazine or Featherproof Books. Hang out at The Poetry 
Foundation, if that’s your thing. There are so many great, expansive opportunities in the city that can 
really widen the context of what you learn at school and show you the actual lasting value of studying 
English.” 
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In Memoriam 

Dr. Brett Foster (1973-2015)
 The Wheaton College community is saddened by the death 

of Associate Professor of English Dr. Brett Foster, who died in 
November following a battle with cancer.

 “Wheaton College mourns the death of Professor Brett Foster, 
who has been a good, true friend to his students and colleagues on 
campus,” said Wheaton College President Dr. Philip G. Ryken. “Dr. 
Foster’s exceptional poems will be a lasting treasure for all who read 
them, both inside and outside the church.”

 “While we rejoice that Professor Foster’s earthly struggles are 
over and find comfort in the promise of his eternal life with Christ, 
we grieve the loss suffered by his wife Anise, his children Gus and 
Avery, and his many friends among the faculty, staff, students, and 
alumni of Wheaton College,” Ryken said.

 Dr. Foster’s award-winning publications include The Garbage 
Eater (Triquarterly Books/Northwestern University Press, 2011) 
and Fall Run Road (Finishing Line Press, 2012). Beyond campus, 

Dr. Foster shared his poetry and expertise at readings at The Poetry Foundation in Chicago, the 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater, and more.

 His poems have been published in Anglican Theological Review, Books & Culture, Bostonia, The 
Christian Century, Harvard Review, Yale Review, and other journals, as well as in the anthologies 
And What Rough Beast: Poems at the End of the Century (Ashland Poetry Press, 1999), American 
Religious Poems (Library of America, 2006), Best New Poets (University of Virginia Press, 2007), 
Imago Dei (ACU Press, 2012), Before the Door of God: An Anthology of Devotional Poetry (Yale 
University Press, 2013), The Gulf Stream: Poems of the Gulf Coast (Snake Nation Press, 2013), and 
St. Peter’s B-List: Contemporary Poems Inspired by the Saints (Ave Maria Press, 2014).

 Dr. Foster received grants from the PEN American Center and the Illinois Arts Council, and was 
awarded the Willis Barnstone Prize for translation and the Baltimore Review Poetry Prize, among 
others. 

“A man of many gifts, Brett wrote feverishly, taught diligently, 
and loved with a passion for extending his ever-widening circle 
of friends. It was hard not to be drawn to Brett, charmed by his 
endless curiosity and inexhaustible well of dreams. Conversations 
with him could move fluidly from Shakespeare to Sports Illustrated  
to the rumor of a new Half-Price Books opening in Chicagoland. It 
was abundantly evident that, for Brett, friendship was a spiritual 
gift,” said Dr. Jeffrey Galbraith. 
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In Memoriam 

To Dr. Foster, Yours Fondly 
A poem by Namrata K. Geisinger ‘17 
You didn’t have an umbrella 
that evening before class. 
It was just like you to welcome 
rain: holy oil poured on your silver scalp. 

We rushed Blanchard’s stairs, 
you never stopped talking, answering 
your own questions, asking mine before 
I had formed them. It was always little things: 

the poems—dependable, 
the weather—inescapable, 
Rilke selection—invaluable! 
The most excellent way to lead 

is not through the eyes of a lion 
but a Garbage Eater* who transforms 

materials and minerals 
into meditations. 

You’d go rummaging with him 
through the decay 
to pull psalms. 
I asked you about the Valley of Baca, of Weeping, 

and how you managed to make it a place of springs, 
and how those springs woo the autumn rains 
forming pools of light where death once lay. 
You made all things beautiful and simple in your time. 

*The Garbage Eater is a book of poetry by Brett Foster. 

Articles and Poems Written By and About Dr. Foster 

Poem by Dr. Foster Aricle by the Chicago Tribune 

Article by Dr. Galbraith, professor of English Room Dedicated to Dr. Foster at Yale University’s 
Rivendale Institute 

Article by student Nicole Miller 

English Department to Establish Reading Series in Honor of Dr. Foster

 We remember Brett Foster’s passionate love of poetry and his unflagging desire to help students 
become passionate about poetry themselves. Each year he would invite poets to campus to read their 
works and to interact with our students. He always found time and creative ways to encourage young 
writers. What seemed most fitting as a memorial for Dr. Foster was to create a reading series in his 
name and to invite some of his mentors and friends as the first guests. To provide longevity and 
permanence, the department has committed to make this an annual event in his honor. Watch the 
College website for specific details and dates. This is likely to be a spring event. 
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In Memorium 

Dr. Roger Lundin (1949-2015)
 The Wheaton College community grieves the death of 

Professor of English and Arthur F. Holmes Professor of Faith and 
Learning Dr. Roger Lundin. Dr. Lundin died in November 2015 
from unexpected complications of a heart disorder. He graduated 
from Wheaton College in 1971. He had been on faculty since 1978, 
and was known for his passionate teaching, his dedicated service 
to colleagues, and his outstanding contributions as a scholar.

 Dr. Lundin specialized his research in 19th and 20th-century 
American literature, the relationship of religion to literature, 
modern intellectual history, and the history of Christian thought. 
He served as the President of the Conference on Christianity and 
Literature, and was Visiting Fellow in Theology and the Arts at the 
Duke Divinity School in spring 2014.

 His award-winning publications include Beginning with the 
Word: Modern Literature and the Question of Belief (Baker, 
2014); Believing Again: Doubt and Faith in a Secular Age (Eerdmans, 2009); From Nature to 
Experience: The American Search for Cultural Authority (Rowman & Littlefield, 2005); and Emily 
Dickinson and the Art of Belief (Eerdmans, 2004), among many others. Edited collections include 
Christ Across the Disciplines: Past, Present, Future, ed. (Eerdmans, 2013); Invisible Conversations: 
Religion in the Literature of America (Baylor University Press, 2009); There Before Us: Religion, 
Literature, and Culture from Emerson to Wendell Berry (Eerdmans, 2007). 

Dr. Lundin’s articles have been published in journals and books including The Oxford Handbook 
of Religion and the Arts, Religion and Literature, The Beauty of God: Theology and the Arts 
(InterVarsity Press, 2007). 

“It’s inconceivable for me to think of teaching—especially teaching subject matter that deals with 
human values, human desires, human nature, human aspirations—without in one way or another 
bringing my Christian witness to the material. I think I would be naïve if I were to think that my 
Christian faith did not influence my reading of literature. I don’t find that a limiting thing, I find 
it a liberating thing. My concerns as a Christian father, a Christian husband, a Christian worker, a 
Christian friend, a Christian servant affect the way I read literature,” he said. 

Read the full Wheaton College Announcement here. 

Room to be Dedicated to Dr. Lundin on Wheaton’s Campus

 We remember Roger Lundin’s intense desire to be with students and his genuine joy in talking with 
them and opening up to them the literature he loved. While he taught in many classrooms on campus, his 
senior seminars were a highlight for him and for his students. We would like to honor him by naming our 
departmental seminar room for him. As a part of the dedication process, we would like to host a lecture or 
event, inviting someone significant in Dr. Lundin’s professional career to speak—either on his work or on a 
topic related to one of his intellectual passions. Please watch the College website for details as they unfold. 
We anticipate a spring event. 
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In Memorium 

Excerpt from “A Poem for Dr. Roger Lundin, in Six 
Parts” 
By Rachel Rim ‘16 

2. You knew Death more intimately than anyone I met. 
There was a familiarity in your voice whenever you spoke of it – 
you used the du form, not the Sie. 
There was such gentleness in your sad smile when you spoke of your mother, 
or the brother you lost at fifteen. Now, even as I grieve that you are gone, 
I cannot shake the thought of you looking down in Heaven, 
chiding kindly that I should be more reconciled to Death. 
I am sorry to disappoint. 
You are safe in your alabaster chamber, 
a meek member of the Resurrection, but I – 
we – 
we are still here, 
stuck in the crescent above the years 
and immersed in weeping, waiting, 

3. remembering. We are re-membering. 
We carry our histories on our backs, you said. 
Our histories, which you said are as much about the making 
of truth as about the finding of it. 
You spoke of Christ remembering us, 
reassembling our grief into something redemptive, 
and I wrote a paper about sacramental remembering in honor of your wisdom. 
I showed you the poems I wrote, inspired by your class, 
and you read them as if they were Eliot’s Four Quartets. 
I remember the first day I went to your office and you asked me about my life. 
Where was I from. Why did I love Rilke so much. What did my quiet mean – 

4.Come back to my office again, Rachel. Keep 
coming back. I see you. I want to know you. 

Read the full poem here. 

Articles Honoring Dr. Lundin Article by Dr. Barbeau, professor of Theology 

Article by Chicago Tribune Article by Dr. Jenson, Biola Torrey Institute 
professor of Theology 

Article by Dr. Phillip Ryken 

20 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/obituaries/ct-roger-lundin-obituary-met-20151228-story.html
http://www.wheaton.edu/Academics/Departments/English/Faculty/Foster-Lundin-Memorial/Roger-Lundin
https://pilgrimsearch.wordpress.com/2015/11/14/a-poem-for-dr-roger-lundin-in-six-parts/
https://jwbarbeau.wordpress.com/2015/11/13/roger-lundin-1949-2015-a-remembrance/
http://scriptoriumdaily.com/roger-lundin-1949-2015/


      

 

Wheaton in England 2017 

Next Wheaton in England 
Trip Planned for 2017

 In the summer of 2017, Dr. Jim Beitler and 
Professor Nicole Mazzarella will be leading the 
bi-annual Wheaton in England program, where 
students will study English while traveling. The 
program is eight weeks long, six of which are 
abroad. They will take classes like Romantic 
Literature, Lewis and Tolkien, and Literature and 
Place, all of which will provide opportunities for 
travel to influence study. They will visit London, 
Oxford, Edinburgh, and the Lake District, and 
will take shorter trips to Bath, Tintagel, York, Dover, Canterbury, Stonehenge, Chawton, 
and Tintern Abbey. Know a Wheaton student who would be interested? Contact Marie 
Friesema (marie.friesema@wheaton.edu) for more details. 

English Department Job Openings 

The Wheaton College department of English seeks applications for a tenure-track 
assistant professor to teach Creative Nonfiction and would welcome applicants who 
could also teach one or more of the following: journalism, screenwriting, or playwriting. 
The department also seeks applications for a tenure-track assistant or early associate 
professor with expertise in Medieval and Early Modern Literature. Contact Sharon 
Coolidge (Sharon.coolidge@wheaton.edu) for more details. 
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