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[Note: In 2019, lhe Billy Graham Evangelistic Association removed its records from Wheaton
College and relocated those materials to the BGEA headquarters in Charlotte eNGchiles

does retain a collection of ephemera about the life and ministry of Billy Grah@oiléction

74: Ephemera of Billy GrahaendCollection 15: Papers &illy Graham Thesecollectionsare

open for research, and anyone is welcome to visit the Archives to use those materials ih person.

For the last fifteen yearghe Billy Graham Center Archivealong with the other archives on
campus the College Archives and Special Collections and the Marion E. Wade Center, has used
the annual Treasures of Wheaton talks to tell some of the stories from our collections.

Forour part at the BGC Archives, we have talked about the real life of Corrie ten Boom and how
it looked on film,ministry in the year 1898\merican rescue missionghe last years of church
growth theorist Donald McGavran, John Perkins and the civilgigttvementthe different

ways people tell their conversion stories, the sinkingashzamand a whole bunch of other
subjects. These various topics reflect the Archives efforts to document the many facets of
American Protestant Evangelical evangelism. But we have never taken a topic from the life and
ministry of Billy Graham.

Until today, that is. For this, the last of our Treasures of Wheaton presentations, | am going to
talk about the apprenticeship of Billy Graham, from the spring of 1937 to the fall of 1949. These
were his years of first steps in ministrigarning, practicing, experimeng.

This is a story not of his private life, but his public one, not of his Christian walk or spiritual
struggles, but of Billy Graham learning to be not only an evangelist, but a public &gyites

an appropriate story for the BGC Archivestih.td/e do not have Rev. Gr aha
papers in the Archives. What we have are a vast amount material that tells the story of an
organization, the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association or BGEA. These include copies of
sermons and radio and televisiamgrams, minutes of meetings, newspaper clippings, budgets,
forms, etc., etc. And we have many, many small and large donations of material about Billy
Graham that people have sent to us, almost all of which are about some aspect of his public
activities, sich a crusade hymn book or an audio tape someone recorded from the audience of a
sermon. The BGEA was founded in 1950, so by definition, almost all its records are before the
time period | am speaking of now. And the other accessions from private indsvéttaalso

largely from 1950 oward

However we also have a few items from a variety of sources earlier days. And | will use these to
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tell a story this first period of his public life, when there was no BGEA and the country and the
fundamentalist commutyi did not know Billy Graham from any other son of Adam. lItis, as |
said, the story of an apprenticeship. And not a short one. A child entering first grade when it
began would be graduating from high school when it ended. What | want to do is show you
various documents from our collection that can serve as signposts along the way.

I

Webll start here, with a p ows Bi
his first publi@ his Sunday school class back in his church
his hometownof Charlotte, North Carolina, from anod 1936 $
or 37. It was taken only a couple of years after Graham hac
given his life to Christ at the age of 16 during a meeting ledys o
evangelist Mordecai Ham
The next documents are the pages an inexpensive Five an;,' 3
Dime store scrapbook, kept by Graham about his first :
preaching experience away from home. For in 1937, Frank!
Morrow Graham packed up their car and, like millioisther |
Americans before and since, took a child away to school. Tg v 3 e
Grahams had a dairy farm on the outskirts of Charlotte. Thé ; SN @
Graham had had a fairly typical rural boyhood, not away frc S~ & 4
home for any long period of time except for the period sellirgjiy Graham with his Sunday School
Fuller Brushes in the Carolinas during the summer of 1936 class in Charlotte, North Carolina, ca.
This was not his first journey away to school. In fédeof 1936.Photo File: Graham, Billy, 1930s
1936,he had enrolled in Bob Jones College, then in Tennessee.
But he left after a few months both for health reasons and because he found it difficult to adjust
to the school 6s discipline.
Billyds mot her, hModdyr ead i
Monthlyabou another Bible school in Florida.
So,at the start of 1937 the Graham family packed
up and drove south, taking Billy to begin his
education again at Florida Bible Institute, known
. as FBI.
The school was a small fundamentalist institution
.. called Florida Bble Institute, outside of Tampa
~ and known as FBI. FBI, like other Bible schools
around the countryemphasized Bible study,
Pages from the scrapbook that Billy Graham kept while splr!tu_aldevelopmentand practlcal training for
student at Florida Bible Institut€N 15, Folder-1 Christian workers.
Roy Gustafson, a classmate, remembered Graham

described how, after leaving Bob Jones College, Grahanebatveda letter from a friend
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going to FBI, praising sunshine, the more relaxed
atmospheren campus, anthe pretty girlsSo,around
January 1937/ Graham came to campus and amazed the g : :
other students with his energy, even swimming in the & {u.iae /g > G e
nearby river which had deadly snakes. Gustafson joked {mi———— ——
he had a commentary on tBélical book of Romans A

(written byafourteenyearold boy) which he sold to I
Graham for a dollar and Graham never let him forget it.

That tape was from a collection that consisted of hundrec 2
of tapes containing thousands of hours of interviews k
conducted over several decades, almosifahem done by
one woman, Dr. Lois Ferm. She and her husband Dr. Ro
Ferm were BGEA staffvorkers,and she dedicated herself
to getting down on tape the memaories of hundreds of pec k- iy
about BGEAOGs history and cvanygoer oo o

assisted by Bob). Most of her interviews were about specRev. Roy Gustafson, classmate at Floride
crusades ’ but t her e ar eearla |B|blelnstltute and later associate evange Bi |l l

. . . . of the BGEA. He is standing in front of
days.[This ollection is row located at the Billy Graham iers agvertising a jomvgngenstic

Archives & Research Center in North Carollna meeting he held with Graham in Rosario,
Argertina. Photo File: Gustafson, Roy, 19

It was at FBI that he received his first formal training in

Bible study, constructona sermon, preaching. The FBI faculty believed that you learned by

doing. Just a few weeks after Graham started attendingl&Bh, Minder, the dean of men of the

school, took Graham with him to visit Rev. Cecil Underwood, who was supply pastor at Boswick

Baptist Church. In an interview made in 1977, Mindescribechow, when Underwood asked

Minder to preach for him that day, Minder turned to Graham and told him he, Graham, would

preach that night, despite Graham's protests. He did preach that dayufiofifedsn minutes and

when he ran out, Minder took over.

Minder made Graham youth director and assistant pastor at the Tampa Gospel Tabernacle where
he himself was pastor. In that pulpit and others in the
immediate area in Florida and Georgia, Grahanabég
preach regularly. He began to show initiative and >
inventiveness in finding evangelistic opportunities. Roy
Gustafson recalled Graha
interview. He recalled how Graham wowgdtherup
books of sermons by William Biederwolf andets and
go down to the nearby Hillsboro River. There he would
put the books on a stump, read and memorize a sermo
Then he woulgracticepreachingt to the swamp and
stumps. He and Graham and other students would go t
the nearby town obulphurSprings and hold street corner
services. And Sunday afternoons he would preach to tr
men in the Tampa stockage (jail). Gustafson wawsessedvith how even then Graham was

Row of reels of analog tapstoredin the BGC
Archives
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always prepared to preach and looking for opportunities to preach. He preached at a little
Spanish mission with sanemthusiasnspeaking to seenty-five people as he would show later
preaching to tens dhousands. Antiewould preach in trailer parkegwthings in those days.

When he went home to Charlotte, he preached a Christmas sermon in a nearby church, a local
boy who made good. Friends in Charlotte began to call him the boy preacher. The local Charlotte
paper began to publish occasional notidesua Graham, such as one from 1939 which is

perhaps the first record of his use of mass communications, in this case radio.

He quickly grasped the importance of advertising and when he visited churches to lead
evangelistic meetings, he did what he cdoldnake sure that the whole community knew
something was going on. When he preached at a church, he would plaster the area around with
handbills about the meetings.

Il n John Mindero6és interview he talked,iabout Gr
late 1938. It was at Swan Lake, where there was a summer camp for children. He preached there
and every child in the camp gave his or her life to

Jesus. Then he agreed to preach for several nights at

a church in East Palatka, Florida. He went up the

first night and when he came back to ABinder

asked him how it went. Graham said the people not

very enthusiasticand he did not seem like he

wanted to go back. But Minder told him to pray and

trust in the Lord and he would have a good meeting.
So,Gralam wentback,and the crowds grew every

night. He postponed going home to No@arolina

because the church asked him to extend his

meetings. On the final evening, the tent was so

crowded that there was not room for more people,

so they had loudspeakerohdcasting the message

to the people outside.

YHLYNYUYW

NOSIV S NW

At FBI as well, he learned the effect of scandal on
ministry. The president of thechool was accused of
moral indiscretions. Some faculty and about a
quarter of the student body left. Graham was
convinced that the charges were false and stood by
the president, as did most of the other students and
faculty. Years later in his autobiogtaphe wrote,
ADreadful as the experience
the dark cloud passed over Florida Bible Institute
Photo postcard of Graham at Camp Maranatha in ~ While | was there. It was a big learning experience
Michigan with Edman, summer of 1948. Photo File: for me in many ways, and it taught me to be very
Edman, V. Raymond. careful myself.od

NYSIHDIW
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Visiting Fundamentalist pastors and church leaders who pasted throug™ = !

Tampa on vacation might hear Graham preach or meet him when he Gospel Tabernade

caddied for them on a local courgeanong some of the visiting preachers Selects New

wereHomer RodeheaveWilliam Bell Riley, andMel Trotter. P :
astor

That is how Elmer Edman, the brother of V. Raymond Edman, preside e unitea Gospel Tabernace
Wheaton College in Wheaton, lllinois came into contact with Graham. | smsemiat af iy Geabam o |
and Paul Fisher had come to Tampa on vacatiorGaabam caddied for e " 5 G|
them. They were so impressed that right on the golf course they offere e
help Graham with costs if he would attend Wheaton when he graduate
from FBI, to add a liberal arts education to his Bible training. Friends of

Raymond Edman .
Graham's from FB&lso urged him to go.

e b e

former acting
pastor, who fill-
ed an interim
pastorship until

Bil Gra‘ January, 1940,

when he was called to other work.

- Under Dr. Edman’s leadership

The FBI graduation was in May 1940. In the fall of the same year Grah it sk neople hise seceived
. . - spird 3 here.

was heading to Wheaton College in the frozen North for the next step i st G attended Fior-

ida Bible Institute at Tampa and

preparation. Like Minder before him, President V. Raymond Edman of | i cradusted srom these in 1950
Wheaton wasmpressed by GraharBut instead of making him his il ey
assistant, Edman arranged for Graham to be in charge of the United G jii s mmes sann
1 AanA -
Tabernacle, which he, Edman, had started. It was a great responsibility, 52~ . . page of
opportunity for the23-yearold sophomore. The Daily Journal, Septemk

13, 1941. CN 1%50lder 34.

lay, January 16,1942

The Tab mein a local hall in downtown Wheaton (the

3 puilding still stands) and was not really a congregation but a preaching
E,";’ platform. It was an outreach to the community as well as a welcoming spot for
.. Wheaton students far from their home churches. Graham preadghedn

w::* gt = Sundays and led a prayer meeting Wednesday evétenglso continued to

i g}ﬂ' .. preach at other churches, which began to invite him from greater distances.

' While keepinga fairly full schedule of speaking engagements, he also lived the
. life of a college student, majoring not in Bible but in anthropology because of
the influence of one beloved teacher, Anthony Grigolia. He tried other things
& as well, including a very brief and unsuccessful career as a college wrestler,
and a stab at campus theatrics, .

.4 you can see from the program
sese 50 from the campus production
of Macbeth He even appeared in the 1943 colleg @
bull etin, as an examplg
Grahamwas also learning to lead. In his senior
year he became president of the Christian Servi
Council and spoke to his fellow students about
their responsibilities for Christian work.

More important than the speaking and the studyi
it was at Wheaton where he met his future wife, e
Ruth Bell. She was a daughter of China missionaries who intended to go back to China. She was
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a popular girl on campus, asked out by many of the young neze.isishe at the Washington
day banquet with Harold Lindsell.

But she and Graham were drawn to each other and were soon e
and then married after their graduation in the summer of
1943.Besides Ruth, Graham was getting to know many others at §
Wheaton: teachers, class mates, and local Christian workers, peot
like Hudson Taylor ArmerdingGrady WilsonCarl Henry Ken
Hansen, Jimme JohnsonHarold Lindsell andRobert Evans. They
were almost the first links in the vasttwork of friends that was
going to be so important in his ministry. As Graham said in 1977,
the groundbreaking for the Bi
made here at Wheaton | first launched into a nationwide and then
subsequently worldwide mirtisr y of evangel i s

Cent e

Anna Hansen was his landlady for most of his stay in Wheaton. |
interview recorded thirty years later, she recalled what he was like
that time. She described him as an eary@shgman who would

. . Harold Lindsell and Ruth Grahan
sometimes ask her for something to munch on as he strode back pnoto File: Graham, Ruth.

forth, practicing his sermon for Sunday. She particulatgembers
one conversation when he suddenly brought his fist down on his hand andMaids . Hansen,
Godds Igbrmacgeo,i ng to serve Him. o

In June of 1943, he and Ruth graduated, ending for him a period of seven years of higher
education. [For more on Graham at Wheaton Asééalking Tour of Billy Graham's Wheatdn
After graduation in 1943 came a pastoral interlude.

When Graham was a senior, he was approach&bbgrt Van Kampema
Chicago businessam, about becoming the ministerthte Baptist church
of about fifty members in nearby Western Springs, where Van Kampe
was on the board of elders. He accepted and was the pastor of recorc
the next year and a half. The church met in the basemdst of i
uncompleted building. Here Graham, for the only time in his lengthy
ministry, had the experience of a ftilne pastorate.

He led the church on a vigorous campaign of evangelistic outreach tha(}
doubled the size of the congregation in a year. The name was change/
from the Wetern Springs Baptist Church to the Village Church to make
easier for nofBaptists to attend. Aewslettewas begun, the auditorium
was modernized, a pipe organ installed, aymm was initiated to help ~ From the August 1944 Sonc
several missionaries, included two wholly supported by the Village '\';IltlggeNg:‘ljr:ﬁVVCS:ﬁtetitrlg:]tg
church, the Sunday school tripled in attendance and Child Evangelisnggger 207

Boys Brigade groups begun.

ROBERT C. VAN KAMPEN
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The Western Springs Baptist Chureh,1®43 Photo File: Graham, Billy, 1940s

He al so helped start Western Suburban Menods
laymen from around the area to a monthly dinner at a local restaurant with fellowship, singing,
and a speaker talkirgpout the Christian life. Graham was able to attract speakers such as Walter
Maier of The Lutheran Houradio program, Bob Jones Jr., Dr. Edman, and Pulitzer Prize winner
Vaughn Shoemaker, cartoonist for tbkicago Daily News

And he brought to thehurch something its members had probably neve
dreamed ofRev. Torrey Johnsoof the Midwest Bible Church turned ove
to the Village Church his radio prograBongs in the Nighand Graham
worked on increasing the outreach of the program, his first experience
having personal responsibility for electronic evangelism.

His most important move was aipproach popular Gospel singer Georg
Beverly Shea for the program. Shea was alreadykmelvn from his
regular appearance on the radio prog@ob Timeand his recordings for
RCA.

. . . . . Portrait of George Beverl
In an article in Christian Life in November 1968, editor Robert Walker spes ca. mid 1%4o§hotoy

reminisced: File: Shea, George Beverly

Something more than 20 years ago Bev Shea and | first worked together. It was atag&ive
week radio show aired over Chicagobs WCFL.
sponsor was Club Aluminum Products Company whose president, Herbaytar, wanted
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Chicagoans to hear the Gospel through hymns as well as purchase his cookware in department
stores.The program proved successful, so the company moved us up to the NBC Network, and

AClub Tm®&® went nati onwi de. It was the only progr:
good bit of publicity.

After about a year a major problem was encountered. Thegypastor of a suburban Chicago
church which Shea attended was an enthusiastic chap.
Al t hough fAevangeli smo as
died out several decades before with Billy Sunday, the yo
minister was not only conducting what he called
Aevgaen i st i clacallynewett i meg sal s o
invitation. o0 To the astoni
people were beginning to respond. Shea served as soloist
the meetingsThen to our consternation the pastor was
invited to hold a meetingnianother city and, of course,
invited Shea along. After some jockeying withstioelio, it _
was agreed that the progr ats
advance, not a common practice in those days, and Shea
made the trip. On his return he told us a strange st€of. :
only was the attendance gop.
given people crowded the aisles to go forward to the altar. &
Sheads description soundedgias , uppos
were won to Chri st onl y t hsheawith Graham, ca. 194Bhoto File: @ | eva
Soon the young pastwas receiving other invitations to citieshea, George Beverly.

more distant. Each time Sheab6s accounts were
ought to see it for yourself, Bob, 0 he said.

Several months later | did. | shall never forget the sight of people

streaming down the aisles to the
baritone voice singing, AJust As

m— e attended many other meetings at which evangelist Billy Graham

VA dun o Ngs give the invitation. On each occasion | am deeply moved as |

witness the power of the Holy Spirit at work turning the hearts of

men and women to Jesus Christ. And | shall always be grateful to

Bev Shea for urging me to withess what appeared to us then a

greatphenomenon. So great, indeed, that more than 20 years ago

CHRISTIAN LIFE Magazine carried the first article ever

published on the sensational young evangelist, Billy Graham.

Grahamés recruitment of him for V
. joined) andSongs in the Nightelped bring in many more

Front page of the September 1944 is l h h d | GS hachaa 6TES .

of Songs in the Night, summarizingetl listenersw h o ear not dru ty a@adrs Ss | T

impact of Graham's pastorate. sermons.
Collection 285, Box 44, Folder 9
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Grahambébs outreach efforts had i n#tawgveryitat ed t he
became clear that the work of a pastor was in conflict was the life of an evar@alistm got

invitations to speak that were taking him more and more often took him away from Western

Springs

And then came the invitation to ride the whirlwind.

Torrey M. Johnsomwas a dynamic preacher who was founder
and pastor of the Midwest Bible Church in Chicago.

He also had become the leader of the Chicago branch of an
evangelistic mogment that was springing up independently i
cities across the United States caNemlith for Christ YFC
grew from seeds planted in the late 1930s and early 1940s
men likePercy Crawfordn Philadelphia andack Wyrtzenn
New York City began programs that gave young people an
exciting, peppy Christian event to go to on Saturday nights

In themid-1940s dozens of YFC clubs were beginning in
different parts of the United States, following this model. YFC, . -
. . . y in Des Moine:
in later years would be exclusively for high school students, oy ca. 19450h0to File: Johnson,
at its bginning, it was aimed at a range of population from hi(rorrey

school to young adults, especially the millions of young servic.

men and women who were traveling between bases or assigned to cities far from home. And the
rallies of the organization often drew pé® of all ages. The movement was marked by loud ties

on its preachers, exciting music, bold preaching

No evangelistic meetings since the day8idif Sundaytwenty years earlidniad been attracting

this kind of attention or crowds. YFC meeting
newspapers, much of it favorable when newspaper magnate William Randolph Hearst told his
editors to publicize the movement.

George Beverly Shea was instrumental in organizing {
first YFC meetings in the Chicago area. Johnson was
soon involved with the group almost fiilme. Johnson
and Graham had known each other since alb@4i.1As
Graham wrote five years later, when he heard Johnsofivé
on ther a d i amn,going to get acquainted with a fellovj s\ = : |
who can preach the c%‘ Bhcy me
Graham was still a student at Wheaton and Johnson :

became a mentor to him. In May ¥he began to call
on Graham to speak at rallies of thousands of people,

startin 9 wi th one at Chi YFC event in Gfarnia, ca. 1945Photo Flle: YI-‘-(a

California
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San Siwmeon, June 10, 1945,
Editors All Hesrst Papers:
?’"'Pleasa keep up your interest in the Youth for Christ movement -- and

;:not. with just one or two articles, but have articles continually.
/On the deys of the meetings neve illustrated articles in the news col-
,r umns, end on the dsys after the meetings heve illustreted zccounts of
/ what occurred,
The movement will probably be very general snd I think it would be &
good thing for our papers to be the promoters of it. The appeal to
young people is ne tural end coumendegble and in every way desirable.
’;. If we meke the movement populer in one or two churches, it will pro-
bably be sdopted by sll the churches in somse form or other end it
will be one of the most valuable influences in overcoming juvenile

del ingquency.
W. R, Hearst.

Copy of a telegram William Randolph Hearst sent to editors of his papers around the d8atégtion 285, Box 29, Folc

One early spectacular of the movementwesdlgon Chi cago 0 sHeldonMhy38,r s Fi e
1945, just a few days after the end of World War Il in Europe. 65,000 people att€@ndkedm

had a small part in therogram,and this was probably the largest crowd he had spoken to up to

this time. The Chicago club from the beginning was alive to the value of publicity and they made

a silent film of the rally, to be shown in YFC clubsdachurches. Here are some excerpts from

that film, which give a taste of the energy and exuberance of the YFC movéitehis point

about2 minutes of clipsvere played from thalin, F4 in Collection 28p

At the end of 1944Johnson asked Graham to join YFC fiithe. Graham agreed, although he
officially remained pastor of Western Springs until the fall of 19#510Id Torrey Johnson
when offered the job, dl ,
organization first. | want that understod@gm not
coming in to do one bit gdaperwork My main
objective is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ and
win as many young people to His saving grace and
knowl edge as | possibly
worried. In the first nine month of working for XFhe
traveled to Philadelphia, Minneapolis, Toronto, Atlan
Indianapolis, Miami, Orlando, Charlotte, Des Moines
Norfolk, and Jackson Mississippi. In April 1945 alone
he traveled to fifteen cities in the United States and

Graham at his desk in the Youth for Christ office

Chicago, ca. 194 Photo File: Graham, William
Canada. In his first year he weded by plane alone ovelrrankin- 1940s
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135,000 miles, more than any other civilian in the country. He was getting to know all the parts
of the United States better than perhaps any other evangelist. YFC represented an explosion of
opportunity such as neither heranyone else could have imagined a few months earlier. With
relatively little experience, he was being pldoea situation of seeming unlimited opportunities

for evangelism and many unseen difficulties and snares, learning to think on a continental scale
andhow to work with a wide variety of people.

In summer of 1945, the different YFC clubs sent representatives to Winona Lake, Indiana to
form a national organization. Johnson was elected first president and Graham was the first field
representative. Thegeinutesare an example of many minutes, reports, lettigings,and

similar documents, scattered through many collections in our Archives, which help tell the story
of the Grahamdés ministry from 1944 through

Graham was soon recruiting almost every
preacher he knew. He himself vaqyickly

ANYONE WITH "HORSE" SENSE

became was one of the premier speakers ' ‘
the organizationHe helped form the typical | iy .Wani
YFC Saturday night rally, programs that To Miss
included, besides a concluding talk on This!
salvation through Jesus Christ, vigorous

group songs, Gospel musicians and a RANGER
variety of attentiongrabbing events and One of the World’s
stunts from chalk drawing tdRanger the Most Amazing
Gospel Horse. Animals !

Besides Graham and Johnson (called the
apostle to the Bobby Socks), there were
dozens of popular speakers in the
movement included Charles Templeton
from Toronto,T. W. Wilson, Bob Pierce,
Bob Cook, and Robert Evans.

And while Graham was learning how to
speak to tens of thousands, he was also
learning hev to lead through organization
(yes, with somg@aperworl, how to work
with a team, to set objectived support,
encourage the development of new clubs
and new leaders, hotw manage.

He Adds — Subtracts
Counts — Tells Time
Answers Questions
Performs Stunts

Masonic T:;;“é. Sat., Mar. 9, 7:30 p.m.

Also

AN ALL YOUTH RALLY

with College Students
Den Crider . ! Jack MacDonald
Speaker ‘Trumpeter
Otis Highbaugh
Pladist |

!
YFC Favorites: Haag|— Ford — Bogert

Chorus and! Orchestra
All Welcome

Admission Free 4

Advertisement for a rally sponsored by the Youth for Christ Clut

Elgin, lllinois, USAccession 8146.
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YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERNATIONAL is an instrument of God, bom of the Holy Spirit and

raised up in these last days to promote ond work toward the winning of every lost

young

person for Christ. Without reservation every leader and every worker in YOUTH FOR CHRIST
INTERNATIONAL has dedicated his talents, his means, and his energies. The Person and work
of the Holy Spirit is emphasized in the business of world evangelization, revival and of soul-

winning.

YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERMATIONAL has nothing to build up. It stands with one hand
out-reached toward those who are ocutside of Jesus Christ and the other hand linked with all
those who love HIM. Qur job is fo rescue souls from the world of sin and channel them into the
church and other agencies who are out for the cause of Christ. Movements like YOUTH FOR
CHRIST are raised up, flourish, do their work, and die, but the Church will go on and on uniil

Christ returns. It is therefore recognized that YOUTH FOR CHRIST INTERNATIONAL
only as an agency for the Church, to the pastor and bership of the local
by winning lost souls to a personal acceptance of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.

There are now YOUTH FOR CHRIST rallies in more than one out of every three coun

serves
church

nties in

the United States and now extends into fifty-one other countries nf |he world. YOUTH FOR

CHRIST INTERNATIONAL or any affiliated rally is not

or organization but is solely dependent upon the provision from the Lord mrough His faithful few
. far greater than this is the need for your prayers in behalf of reaching today's YOUTH

FOR CHRIST.

DAILY BUSINESS SCHEDULE OF YFCI EXECUTIVE COUNCIL
—Headquarters, Hotel Book-Cadillac—

Menday Tuesdoy w.an-sdny} Thursday | Friday

*Special DEVOTIONS

Cedric Sears Al Metsker Walt Smyth

:::::::
DAY Sesuon

Closed l C\oed

uuuuuu

2 Noon LUNCHEON

Dr. Robt. Cook

OF Lunch and **Special
1:45 PM Tour of PRAYER PERIOD
Ford Moter Bill Bond Evon Hedley  Joe Weotherly |
ARRIVAL C
.00 PM e Closed Open Open
Business Business Business

Opening Session Session Session Session

***Special DINNER

YOUTH FOR CHRIST RALLIES

% CHOICE IN
MUSIC

Program for a series of YFC public rallies held in conjunction w ha meetig of the YFC executive coun

% CHALLENGE
IN MESSAGE

in Detnjt, Michig

Pagel2

USA. (The Detroit chapter of YFC was called Voice of Christian Youth.) November 1948. The bsscimeefitte most

prominent leaders in YFC at that time. Note that Robert Cook had become the second president of YFC, succeeding Torrey

Johnson in 194&ollection 48, Box 14, Folder. 34

He was also being initiated into the process of fund raising and theasgadonors. Chicago

businessmaAndrew Wyzenbeekconverted in 1910 at a Billy Sunday rally, was one mainstay

of YFC. He recalled:

Interviewer: Did you use to attend theallies, the Youth for Christ rallie®

Wyzenbeek:Yes, | use to attend them. | attended them quite regularly. Anc
they were in different churches and so forth, so they wanted to make a rea

impression here in Chicago. And both Billy and Torrey Johnson eam

storming into my office when | was in business here, and they said, "Andy,

we got a chance

to

rent

t he

Interviewer: What were the programs of the meetings like?
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1.

um.
Yeah. And | said, "How much does that cost you?" And they said, "Five thousand dollars."

And | said, "Haveyou got any money yet?" They said yes, they had three thousand. So, we
were prospering. | turned to my bookkeeper. | said, "How's the exchequer?" He said, "It's in
good shape.” [Laughs] | said, "All right, boys. I'll give you a check." [Laughs].

That
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Wyzenbeek:Well...it was a great deal of music. Good singing. Good soloists. And good
preaching. And many kids were converted. And it was a tremendous hel~
to the churches. To keep their young people in€i | think it was directed |

by God in those days. It was a necessary thing. And the Lord used Billy [ Americas

Sun...Billy Graham and Torrey Johnson to do it. 7 Y“"E;:;: E\h”ﬂ

H
Pehaps most important for his own development, he was on the first YF i
team from the US to travel overseas, for an exhausting series of six wei | o
meetings in the British Isles and western Europe. The team was a grou|; " =
by Torrey Johnson and also incind Charles Templeton and song leadler 7
Stratton ShufeltWesley Hartzell also accompanied the team to write Sto  For One Week End Oty ¢
about the tour for their supporters back in the United St&eb. Jones Jr. Mk
had also originally been intended to be part of the group, but the
arrangements did not work out.)

30th & 3lst, 1946, J

Brochure announcing the Yl

R _ ~0SkFYaQ YSSidary

Alof YFCO6s already formidabl e s ki | ScotlandCollection285Boi €C I €
support for this first trip. There were farewell rallies around the United 45, Folder 4

States before the group left.

VOICE of CHHISTIAN YOUTH

amtvoum FOR CHRIST

INTERNATIONAL
EUROPEAN
FAREWELL

so w2tr on

oML e ™ GEARED tothe TIMES

ANCHORED tothe ROCK.
* PIANO ENSEMBLE
*VCY GOSPELAIRES

% 500 VOICE YOUTH CHOIR.
* (7000 FREE SEATS

SATURDAY - MARCH 16+

,,, OLYMPIA £
7:00

ST DIUM
and River i Me Gra

H.A. Ironside praying over the first YFC team to o to Europe. L to
Charles Templeton, J. Stratton Shufelt, George Wilson, Torrey Jot
unknown, Ironside, Billy Graham.

Poster for the YFC farewell rally held in De
for the team going to Eupe. Collection 285,
Oversize Drawer 23.

Then toMoody Memorial Churclin Chicago, one of the most important Fundamentalist pulpits
in country. Pastor H. A. lronsidiedicated the group at a large service the evening before their
flight. And hear you see them leaving from the now defunct Meigs Field in downtown Chicago

[Film clip was shown here fror@ollection 285, FIL
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This was Grahamés first trip outsi North
back saw the two trips he made toBréish Islesi n 646 as of I mport
in shaping and empowering him. Torrey Johnson would recall years late

AThe British basically are more B eacher

basically evangelists. And church history will establish that in the nineteentl
or the twentieth century the Americans have gone to Britain and had great
campaigns, and the British haveome to America and had great Bible conferences. Now
earlier than that of course you had [John] Wesley and you had [George] Whitefield coming
here, and they were evangelists but in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries this waStue.
they didn't havemuch in the way of evangelist§o,we felt one of us ought to go back, and as
we talked and prayetbgether,we felt that God had laid his hand on Billy Graham to go back.
And Tom was...Tom became the president of Youth for Christ in the British Islesl $0,he
guided Billy Graham in that first winter for about six months of meetings in the British Isles.
Had not Billy gone to Britain at that time the story might be a great deal different thanat is.

[Click hereto read the entire transcript of Johnson's interview.]

British businessman turned evangelist Eric Hutchings recalled in an oral history interview the
arrival of the team in England in March 1946. The four menefeéam came off the train all

dressed in black, because they had been told in America in England they had to be dressed very
somberly. Hutching asked them if they dressed that way in America. When they said no, he took
them to a hotel room where they chaddnto their normal and colorful clothing. There were two
great rallies in Manchester. it was just after the war and people were glad to be able to gather in
crowds again Graham was amazed by the sizeatmlisiasnof the crowds. All the British

organizes of the meeting agreed that of the four Americans, Graham made the biggest
impressiorbecaus®f his sincerity, directness, honesty, and compassion.

The team that traveled throughout British Islesand met some oppositiobut mainly support
for the young colorfuRmericansan oasis of enthusiasm in a drab postwar l@here rationing
was still the rule and there were blocks of blackened, borabeduildings in the major English
cities.

) I
f
- ; p
= e 4

YFC team at a meeting, perhaps In Manchester, Englai YFC team in London meetith the Lord Mayor of the city
March 1946 Photo File: YR@European Trips, 1948047 March 1946 Photo FileYFG European Tpis, 19461947
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&
-
o DIRERN oy STUT

Youth for Christ procession in a British city, probably in conjunctibrowé of the meetings led by the team from America i
194647. Photo File: YR@European trips, 1946947.

Wesley Hartzell accompanied the team, helped with publicity and scheduling, and wrote weekly,
detailed reports on their adventurg®ead thelext of Hartzell's first three weekly "didiy

Canon Thomas Livermore, the British minister winated the team over and who became head
of the British branch of YFC, recalled lms ord history interview that Graham talked so
breathlessly and so fast that the people in his congregation had

trouble following him. Several shorthand stenographers founc ' °UTH - YouTH - YouTH

they could not copy him down because he was talking at abol A GREAT

240 words a minutdBut Livermore found thadudiencesnade

up of people from all levels of society and all walks of life UN ITED RALLY
enjoyed listening to him. He knew how to talk to them. Thisw ke Tempest Anderson Hll

MUSEUM STREET,

not true of many other American evangelists. Graham was ~ ©® Ty 290 Aol ot 750 pm.
equally taken with England. HeldoLivermore that he loved Four of America's Great Youth Leaders
London and héoved the nation and askedrhto pray that he, A BT R

Mini hrr& er tl\btnd of the Cit,

Graham, could come back. And he did come back, in the fall
1946 with Cliff Barrows and Ruth Graham.

MEET
‘1 DR. TORREY M. JOHNSON
D

2) DR, *

3 REV,
¥

The YFC team also visited continental Europe, splitting up to
visit different countries in Scandinavia and the Benelux count _
and France. They therturnecdto the United States. During the = "% Ml oo

summer of 1946, Gram summarized the results of this first Handbill for the YFC team’s meeting

trip: "It was also my privilege, as you know, to go to Europe, \F(glr(lj(elfr:lgland Collection 285, Box 45

4 REV,
v
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where we had 101 meetings in 46 days, and traveled 20,000 miles, speaking to some hundred
thousand people. All of us together had some 1,500 young pgbpleame to the saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ."”

Graham felt called of God to return to England and several ministers who had heard him speak
invited him backSo,he returned and traveled throughout
the British Isles for last part of 1946Gdfirst part of
1947. On this trip, he was the unquestioned motivator §
the team, the one with the vision for the work. Now he
began to exercise a wider leadership, to experiment w
way to hold something more than a couple of days of &
rallies per cityHe also began in a serious way to feed |
hunger for a deeper understanding of Christian spiritug
discipline and the history of revival in the life of the
church.

He was accompanied by a new song leadEdf,
Barrowsand his wife Billie, who served as pianist. The
Barrows and Graham worked together on a few previ T
occasionsSo,when Stratton Shufelt had to cancel just seﬂﬂmm e
before the_tour began, Graham turned to the Barrows. Newspaper clipping about the YFC team's depam
George Wilson of YFC also accompamed thw@ro for England, October 194Bhoto Allum: Johnson,
during the early part of the tour to help with the schedtTorreyg V.

and arrangements.

h to Christian Otllen are (frmﬂ h(t) the
s ‘and George W

Il n a 1982 interview, Barro
Rev.Barrows said that Graham had asked the Barrowsdn
1946to go to GratBritain with him. None of the other YFC
staff would go with himtheydid not think it was a good idea.
Graham said the country need them. The churches were in r
young people were not attendinigerewould not be much in
the way of funds oofferings,and they would have to cut thelr
income in half. But they had to go

Graham and the Barrows held a couple of rallies to raise mo .
for their tickets. "And they sent us off to Great Britain. Never;ﬁ_
[ expecting] to see us agai ng

REV. and MRS. CLIFF BARROWS

SPEL
Manchester, Newcastle, Belfast, London and Glasgow and . "f,';"f,ozh"—emm,l.lﬁ,?ﬂ
brieferone or two-dayrallies in many other citiess reported

in this 1947 prayer letteloy Graham. Cover of a brochure about the YFC team
going to Europe ictober 1946Photo
Album: Johnson, Torrey.

The they held extensive meetings of at least a week each mE: Yoush for CRRCE
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¥ I
Meeting being held in a British city during the Graham/Barrows 41®% tour. Graham is at the podium with his wife Ruth
besides him. Cliff and Billie Barrows are at the extreme left of the platform group, Gawittdd of British YFC is to Graham's
right. Photo File: YFGeneral rallies, 1946948

Besides speaking to crowds about salvation, Graham was also assuming the role of a leader
behind the scenes.

He played an important part, along with Gavin
Hamilton, Thomas Livermore, Eric Hutchings,
Torrey Johnson and others in bringing togethe
Evangdical leaders from around Britain to form
the British Youth for Christ. And Graham spok
to Christians about their responsibilities for
service and showed confidence in speaking the
insights that he felt God had given him. Eric
Hutchings recalled in his farview that at one of
the rallies Hutchings had helped organize in
Manchester, Hutching's wife had gone forward " I
when Graham asked for people to serve the LcGraham about to speak to the first meeting of Beutish
fulltime anywhere. Hutching wangry because YFC, March 194_7. Barrows is leading singing from the
he wascomfortablewhere he was. But Graham balcony.Photo File: Johnson, Torrey MW.FE1947.
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hadalwaysprophesiedt a pray meeting that someday God would call Hutching to be an
evangelist. Ando,it came to pass.

And while he challenged others, he was challenged himself. Rev. David Shephard in an oral
hi story intervi ew rseluaHid\Veates iGIO4/7 hHe told Bow te hadi t
been impressed by Grahamfgennessnd willingness to take correction andteachable. And

he talked with people who had seen the Welsh Revival of-190¢
05 and was very impressed and interested.

In the 1982 interview, Cliff Barrows remembered the 1946
tour as a kind pogjraduate course on evangelism for himself
and his wife Billie as well as Ruth and Billy Graham. He
described how for six months they wensexondhand
bookstores and librarige find books about the great revivals
and English evangelists of the past

Barrows saw apirituallonging in Graham and a desire for
deeper spiritual things. They read D. L. Moody and began to
have a vision for impacting cities the way English evastgein
the past had.

Graham with English pastors Alan
He also met and was influenced by British evangedists Redpath (center) and Stephen Olfol
students of evangelism history such as J. Edwire@d Stephen Ca. 1947Photo File: Johnson, Torre
Olford. Barrows rememberdtbw Olford really ministered to YFG. 1947
them from the Bible and prayed with them amloducedthem to other English preachers such
as Alan Redpath and Tom Rees.

Click hereto read an interview, made soon after he returned to the United States, about his
194647 British tour.

It was while he was in England, experimenting and praying and studying that he received an
invitation for a campaign in his hometown,

the place he had left ten years before as ¢ ftn EVENT vou)) ALWAYS remember
skinny teenager, the town. where the YOU'LL THRILL T0 THIS ARRAY OF
married29-yearold minister vas still i AMERICA'S Feneaz TALENT
known as fAthe boy p Billy Graham
recalled that Graham had said to him that REVIVAL
maybe they could begin holdingeeklong NOVEMBER §-23

meetings in American cities, instead of on s ms= Enae e

day rallies. And then aimvitation came T Sty cnuRCHES ey e :
icti P NOV. 9-12 FIRST /

fror_n aChristiangroup in Charlotte, to v 93-23 cHlRisii REEEEY

WhICh Graham'S father belonged1 that * BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY o

invited him. Graham prayed about t with G818 KN ) this CRISIS ™
barrows and said he wanted to get Georgtipart of a large brochure about the 1947 Charlotte meetings.
Beverly Shea involved as well. Collection 5, Box Folder 5
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And sq Grahamput together a team that would endure for more than half a century. Cliff

Barrows was alreadyosg leader and master of ceremonies. George Beverly Shea joined them as
soloist. Childhood friend and fellow Wheaton alumni Grady Wilson was nea®guith

Carolina,and he was recruited to preach at meetings when Graham could not.

The firstrecognizable Billy Graham crusade, the pattern of the crusades that were to follow, was

held in the fall of 1947 in the inevitable spot, his home tow@ladrlotte This first crusade was

not funded by YFC, the team had to raise the money themselves, just as they had had to do in

England. Barrows recalled that this campaign was not financed b

the YFC. Graham wanted to put onextensiveadvertising ; - ot . | .

campaign that would cost five thousarallars. The committee thatj @WC‘.EIS&

invited him did not go along, so Graham said he would mortgag¢g Bobied._ (it
JuneZISEt'

1947

house to raise the money. Barrows wasn't sure if he actually did
or the house was just used as collateral, but they raised the fun
a major publicity ebrt.

Grahambs own campaigns wer e 4 ~
learned from YFC mektgs and his experiences in Great Britain. I&& fo e
particular he believed in involving the supporting pastors and
congregations in the planning of the campaign, to build the _
community support that would bring Christians ad-Christians e
to the meetings. The same churches providetwiredf people for T R AT T
ushers, choir members and counselors. He believed in vigorous§ i :
first-class advertising, sometimes over the opposition of the loc 2
committee. And, again, to attract the ne@hristian, he wuld meet § ¢ HOLLYWOOD

in civic auditoriums or tentwheneveipossible rather than churche$"
Cover of program for a rally at the Hollywo

Th fi th | fi binati f Bowl in Hollywood, California. Graham wat
€ meetings themselves were energetic combinations O one of the principal speakers at this rally.

testimonies, group singing, soloists and musicians, all climaxed collection 7, Box 1, Folder 1

an unapologetically evangelistic and vigorous serthahtalked

about contemporary anxieties and invited people to give their lives to Jesus Christ. Instead of a
onenightrally, the campaign would be a week or two weeks lemgive time for the message

to sink in, people to respond and for word of mdotigrow.

And those who came forward to accept Jesus received brief counseling at the end of each
meeting and filled out cards that were turned over to local supporting churches forupllow

There were to be many, many refinements in years to commdstitof the basic elements were

in place, built not only on his own experiences, but also on the collective experience and practice
of centuries of Tranétlantic interdenominational evangelism. Graham and his coworkers were

to perfect an existing systemaadapt it to the age of radio, television and satellites.

At Charlotte, too, talking for the hometown papers, he had begun to reflect on his experiences so
far.fi | | earned to | ook straight at t hem. Say |
thousand. | can look straight #tem,and | can tell when a man way in the back blinks his eyes.
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When he does that, Il know it is time for a c¢h
what |1 6ve trained my voiceefcort .ot ds a change

P Yet on the at the very moment when he was beginning to become the
b seemingly inevitable leader of this venerable movement in evangelical
tradition, hislife took a humbling turn. At the end of 1947 he became
the unwilling president of a college, four years after graduating from
Wheaton.

William Bell Riley placed unyielding pressure on him to take the
position, one that involved him in all the concerns of college president
fund raising, planning buildings, educatibpalicies, faculty debates.
Riley was a giant of the fundamentalist movement. He was based in
Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he had pastored the First Baptist
Portrait Photo of William Bell - Chyrch for 45 years and also served as president of World Christian

Riley (18641947), n.dPhoto ..
Album- Johnson, Torrey xii - undamentals Association.

He and his wife founded Northwestern Schools, a Bible Institiden@naryand a liberal arts

college, to train ministers, evangelists, teachers, missionaries, and Christian laypeople. Riley had
met Graham as a student down in Florida and was impressewtan he heard him speak at

YFC rallies. failing, and lleslespermtaly wahtedwodirsd a successor with the
authority and fire to carry on the work he had started.

At first, he attempted to get Torrey Johnson and Graham to come tottievsstern as a team,
with Johnson as president and Graham as first assistant to the president in charge of publicity.
When Johnson categorically refused, Riley, concentrated all his fire upon Billy Graham.

Graham refused several times and finally adkeely to stop contacting him
about it. As Graham said at the time and later, it was not a job he wanted or felt
called to, but Riley approached him in a way that he could not refuse.

I'll never forget that day, that Dr. Riley thought would be his last. And he asked
me if I'd come into his room alone. For two and a half years he had written me
letters and | had written him the same answer time after time. And | sent him a
letter from Winond.ake the summer before last. And | said, "Dr. Riley, | would
appreciate it if you would not write na@mymore Or disturb my heart or conscienaaymore” |

said, "Please, let's cease negotiations.” My mind was made. | announced to the entire group at
Winaona Lake, my colleagues who had been in prayer with me. The decision had been made. |
came to Minneapolis to speak at a conference, a Youth for Christ Conference here. And Dr.
Riley asked me if 1 06d come out t ahathe®uldhome. A
not sit up. And he asked Mrs. Riley if we could be alone. And he took out his Bible and he said,
'‘Beloved." And he looked at me with fire in his eyes that day. He said, 'As David was appointed
king of Israel, before David realized he was &the king,' he said, 'l now appoint you." And he

said, 'l 'll met you at the judgment seat of Christ with these schools.' And | was broken down. |
had no reply. And | made him this promise. I
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Northwesteri.l said,il dondét feel slightly inclined to go
opportunity.’ But | said, 'l cannot not turn a request like that down. | would not be true to God.' |

said,'l will take the schools should the Lord call you home, for a peridune at least, until

God either shows me or makes other provisidte seemed to be satisfied. And since that cold
December day last year we have been trying to do our best to fulfil the promise made at his

bedside that stormy August afternoon a year. &ge can do no other. And by the grace of God,

that promise shall be fulfilled in days to come.

Text of Graham's 1947 report to the Northwestern Board of Trustees

His ministry up to this point had consisted of meeting one exciting challenge after another. Now,

after Rileyds death in December 1947, he shou
vision, a responsibility he did not want but would not refuse. Tlasewhat seemed a huge
construction project, for the schoolsd main b

not be found. He was being tried and tested as he had not been before.

filt soon became apparent to me that the problems connected with the erecting of
Memorial Hall were almost too great. And | must confess that | lost heart and had a

lack of faith time after time. | even went so far as to feel that perhaps we should close
upand stop right where we were because of

Thatisfromthee ar | i est recording of Bi,hidNpvertberd®8 mo s Vv c
dedication of Memorial Hall. For the money was raised and the building was completed. From

his brief time at Northwesteilfmeresigned in 1952) came many people who would later be

essential members of the staff of the BGEA
above all George Wilson who was assistant
the president for business administration. He
had been Riley'sght-handman for all
practical details of admistration. He was alsg
the leading figure in the YFC club in
Minneapolis and worked closely witBraham
on many projects. Wilson had gone with
Graham and the Barrows to England in the f
of 1946 and handed most of the organizatior
aspects of the toum the years to come, he
would provide the immovable organizational
base for Grahamés hal
unstoppable evangelistic travel. And
Minneapolis was to be the headquarters for { .. ... “} =
BGEA, after it was founded, for half a Four of the essential early leaders of YFC: Charles Templetor

century. George Wilson, Billy Graham, Torrey M. Johnson. Note the cc
ties on all but Templeton. These ties were a mark of the YFC

1948 was to be afpiyear. At Northwestern, evangelist. Walter Smyth, head of the YFC club in Philadelphi
: : : : supplied them to the rest of the group from a manufacturer the

besides getting used to be!n_g president of a Ca. 1946Photo File: Wilson, George

school, there was tlfand-raisingeffort for

Wiksea
s
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Memorial Hallto lead.He was also speaking all over the Midwest and the Northeast United
States and would lead major evangelistic camparmgAsigusta Georgia, Des Moines lowa, and
Modesto, California.

And it was at this time that Graham meetings began to sigudicant
organized local prayer support, at first largely from the initiation of the
local committees. Prayer groups were organized in individual churches
and between churches to pray for the campaign and for the spiritual
needs of the people living the city.

And just like in 1946 and 1947, Graham spent a portion of it overseas,
speaking in London in March and in August attending the first YFC
world congress a@attenbergYFC was still largely an American
movement, based in the United States argelgrAmerican led, but it
was beginning to put down roots on other continents, and the leaders of
the movement were beginning to seek guidance on what they should be
doing not just as evangelists in their own countries but as members of
theworldwide body of Christ.

i . Part of the pamphlet for the 194¢
Graham came tBattenbergn the midst of a movement he had helpedyrc worid congress in Battenb:
form and inspire, watching as it adapted and began to accept new SwitzerlandPhoto Album:
responsibilities, even as he was. Immediately &tatenberche briefly Johnson, TorreyV
attended as an observer the foundinggress of the World Council of
Churches, where he was exposed to other strands and struggles within the worldwide church. All
of this was filed away for the time, decades in the future, when he would provide leadership in
bringing a long series of regiahand world evangelical conferences.

Evon Hedley was a Canadian delegate to the
Battenbergongress and his home movies
captured Graham at this moment in tin#t this
point a film clip was played fromideo V14 of
Collection 48 Hedley's movie to which he addeo
a narrative many years later]

Back in the United States, Graham, Barrows,
Shea and Grady Wilson held a campaign in
Modesto California in October. And while there g7
they took the opportunity to meet, pray, look ba Ad#
and think ahead. The result was what Barrows o

. Kin | cald eMdan ififTe SE\,[Group p_hoto of the delegates to the 1948 YFC World Congre
] O I g y a Photo File: Johnson, TorreyFQ; 1948
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Based on their personal experience which by this time included hundreds of meetings all over
several countries in a wide variety of circumstances, plus what they hathsaehand read of

many, many other evangelists ministries, thelge@labout what had hindered or destroyed
evangelistic ministries in the past and what lessons they should draw for their own work to come.
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