A Feast of Fragments: The Papers of R. A. Torrey

The basis for thisnesentation wa a paper by Bob Shustelelivered by Wayne Weber of the Billy

Graham Center Archives at the R. A. Torrey Conference at Biola University in La Mirada, California on
October 21, 2003. However, as the staff becomes aware of additional Torrey sources, this page will be
updated to include the new information, with the additiartold.

On August 3, 188Reuben Archer Torreyrale graduate, scholar and pastor of the
Congregational Church in Garrettsville, Ohio was having a hectic day. Not only was
he trying to write a sermobut he alsdad to deal with an unwanted request for a
recommendation and lead two meetings at church. On the plus side, he celebrated
with his wife Clara her birthdayBut it seems that for him what stood out most that
day was a revelation of the strength and mystery of the human will. This came not
from study of Calvin or Aquinas, but from contact with timseyearold daughter,

Edith. To quote fronhis diary,

"This day have spent largely on a sermon which | intestdo preach. Read a sermon$totch
Sermons. Looked some over a book brought to me for my commendation but which does not
seem to deserve it. Book ageats a nuisance. Leaders meeting tonight very interesting. Prayer
meeting not so much. Had a struggle with Edith today to make her drink her milk out of a cup as
she did yesterday. After resisting all day she did so at evening with great gusto. | hardly
understand it. | don't think it will do to set it down unconditionally as spunk [?]. It was Clara 's
birthday today. | gave her Jacob Abbdbsntle Measures in Training Young.
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Documents are funny things. What is preserved for posterity is often surprising. We
have a fairly good record of Torrey'sydan August 3, 1882 (although it would be
interesting to have a transcript of his and Edith's conversations). However, for one of
the most popular preachers of the first half of the twentieth century, a man who spoke
to large crowds on thousands of

occasims, we have only one brief

recording of his voice. He wrote dozens | }

of books, hundreds a@irticles,and | A CITY LIFTED

Sunday school lessons. as well as tract
and other ephemera. Many of these are
still in print or available in libraries or
through used bookstores. Buiv does
one study Torrey as an educator, a
Christian leader a church politician if
you will, as a pastoras a man? His
printed sermons tell us something abou
Torrey the preacher, but where can we
to recreate what it was like to be sitting
100 yearsago in an audience in
Melbourne Australia or London Englanc
or Chicago lllinois or Montrose,
Pennsylvania, ankdearing Torrey
preach?

The Story of an Evangelistic Campaign in the

City of Scranton, Pennsylvania

What | would like to do today is briefly > —
tell you what unpublished documents of
Torrey still exist and are available in
manuscript repositories. | won't deal at ¢Detail from a photograph on page 6 of The Outlook lllustrat

ith T \ blished iti Mission Memento of the Torrefdexander MissiorCollecion
wi _orrey S pu IShea wri l_ngs or 107, Box 2, Folder 2. 1902. The caption reads, "Grey beyol
materials publlshed about him. Nor will lyears, firm yet elastic in poise, aland dignified, this

; ; i1l messenger, selffacing in every act, stands to preach his

say gnythlngabout Torrey matenals_ still message."
in private hands. Much of what | will say
is based on indirect reports which | have been able to gather from researchers and
archivists. It is quite possible some of you in the audience know of major materials
which | don't. Ifso, | hope you will report on these during the question period after
my talk. But incomplete as my paper might be, and it makes no claim to
comprehensiveness, | hope it is a start to building a more complete picture of Torrey

as a man and a Christian.
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When an archivist talks about the "papers" of Charles Finney or George Washington
or anyone else, he means something quite specific. He means documents that person
created and received in the course of his or her normal work and life, kept in the way
that heor she kept them. They can include letters, diaries, scrapbooks, photos, old
menus, pressed flowers, laundry lists or even doodles. They might be material kept for
purely business reasons and others for sheer sentimental nostalgia. But in any case, a
persm's papers, so defined, have two special values, which can't be found in any other
gathering of their ephemera or memorabilia.

First, their order (or lack of order) is a key to the mind of their creator. How an
individual keeps and describes his recorasashwhat he thinks is important in his

daily life, how he relates to the different parts of his world. How did he arrange things
so that he could find what he needs later? What mementos from thirty years ago did
he still keep? This helps to reveal a persohcourse, it does not tell the whole story
andanybodyof records record reflects accident as well as plan. But it is a clue

Secondly, a person's "papers", are, in the old Watergate phrase, are an indicator of
"what he knew and when he knew it." If teesre, indeed, really a person's "papers"
and not an amalgamation put together after his death, they are not only
uncontaminated by later events and opinions, but they also don't record anything
going on at the time about which the record creator wasaghorhey indicate what
crossed his desk and how he handled hisigklay-out routine. They make a little
easier the impossible task of putting yourself in the mind of another person, perhaps
one that's many centuries dead.

But there is no need to go afwther into archival theory. The fact of the matter is

that, in that sense, R. A. Torrey Sr's papers exist nowhere. He was the chief executive
of five still thriving institutions- Moody Bible Institute, Moody Church, Biola,

Church of the Open Door, andget Montrose Bible Conference. But none of these have

his files as he kept them and as at one time they must have existed. He was, one would
guess from his writings and his public image, a man of disciplined and ordered habits,
but if he had at home file banets of his sermons, correspondence, and files on other
activities, projects and plan, they no longer exist that | know of. Anyone studying

Torrey must do without the clues a true collection of "papers" could have provided.

That does not mean, of coursieat there is nothing. Like the twelve baskets of
fragments left over after the feeding of the five thousands, many fragments remain
from the feast. | will give a brief summary of where these can be found and then say a
little more about their contents.

This presentation and archival materials fidtheatonArchives & Special Collections are
1 WHEATON for the enjoyment and education of Wheaton College students, scholars, and the public.
] COLLEGE Materials may be protected by copyright and any psklication, or duplication is strictly
| i prohibited without written permission.



A Feast of Fragments: The Papers of R. A. Torrey 4

| said that the five institutions | mentioned above didn't keep Torrey's papers as such.
But they all havarchivesand they all keep mementos of Torrey's part in their
development. Th&iola library houses (@ addition to a historical exhibit in the library
that contains photos and other documents from the school's founding and early
history) aninstitutional archiveThe actual files of Torrey's deanship have not

survived, but there are some photos, and raigaficantly, the papers of Lyman

Stewart, with copies of his letters to Torrey.

TheChurch of the Open Dopnow in Glendora, California, at one time also had a

room that contained an exhibit tme church's history. This has now betrsedfor

space reasons, but the numerous items contained in it are still stored at the church and
| have here a copy of the extensive inventory. Most of the items listed for Torrey are
photographs, but there ardeav other types of documents as well.

Mr. Steve Smoker of thielontrose Bible Conferenaogas kind enough to describe to

me the Torrey materials that the conference still has in its files. Torrey of course was
the founder of the conference and spoke there often. There are a few correspondence
files left from the early days of the Conference but since Torrey generally left the
details of administration to others, he is not really reflected in these. There are
numeous photos of Torrey at Montrose events and with his family, as well as
newspaper coverage of Montrose conferences in which Torrey participated. Montrose
also has programs and brochures from some of these early meetings. The only other
item that Mr. Smokewas aware of which the Conference still has was one of Torreys
Bibles, annotated with his notes. =3

Moody Bible Institutehas perhaps the richest and most varied
Torrey collection. There is a file of dozens of phosgirs, from
1891through1928. These include many portrait photos of Torr
and afew informal onesa few pictures ofiis family, some scenes
of him at Moody Bible Institutea couple of Torrey leading
evangelistic meetings, and other pictureS afrey with co
workers, such aSharles Alexandeihis song leader on his aroun
the-world tour.

More importantly, the MBI archives has about a third of a file
cabinet drawer containing foldeof Torrey materials. Besides ity
articles, clippings and exhibit captions written about Torrey aftc;napsht‘];}g;re_%
his death, often long after, these folders hold much original  Date. Moody Bible
material- class lecture notes, correspondence, clippings about "stitute Archives
Torrey evangelistic meetingsaa few about events during his leadership of the
Institute, manuscripts of sermons and speeches, and letters from a variety of people
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reacting to the news of Torrey's death in 1928. Also in the file are the notes of men
who were planning biographies of Torrey.

R.A. Torrey's children. Fromtlef right: Elizabeth, Reuben, Margaret, Blanch, and Edith. Ca. 1896. Moody Bible Institute
Archives

Besides this treasure trove, the MBI Archives has hundreds of letters of Dwight L.

A i Moody, includingover seventy to Torrey
i o L 196 G3 The letters to Torrey start 889 hut are
Hard, Daod ™" e Wi most are from the last three years of
e bes §2'1880 7 M Moody's life, 1897 thorough 1899. The
Ui pHH ) ﬂj:u-w-ﬁf: 1:?;; €4 MBI Archives also has several of the
oot TH 8 TN Wl © large souvenir volumes published during
b 7 e @ o) it Torrey's world evangelistic tours from
et e o 19021905 and at least one letterpress
Tl it N e 127E book of corresporehce from 1898

Notecards listing the dates of letters from Dwight L. Moody (@ccording to Lyle Dorsett's biography of

R. A. Torrey in the Moody Bilbhestitute Archives Moody) and some scattered other items
from the Torrey's era.
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Photo of the Prophetic Bible Conference at Moody Bible Institute. February 1914. MBI Archives, Torrey photo file.

Next, theMoody Church This congregation (often referred to as the Chicago Avenue
Church during Torrey's pastorate) had many cubic feet of archives. In 1986, it gave
these to th&illy Graham Center Archivesand we arranged and described these and
put a guide on the web. The bad news is, the collection has almost nothing about
Torrey.

Besideghe Moody Churcltollection, the BGC Archives also hagaA. Torrey Sr.
collectionin which we have built over the ges with contributions from many, many
sources, especially Torrey descendants, Margaret (Parker) Shank, Helen (Torrey)
RenichMeyers, Elizabeth (Wiggs) Hood, and Mr. Arlo Johnson. Most of the
photographs we have were made from glass negatives donateahid aie of family
gatherings. Also, Mr. Arlo Johnson allowed us to make copy photos of dozens of
pictures from a Torrey family aloum. The paper records include diaries of Torrey and
his wife Clara. Also in the collection are a few letters to family alethdis; many
sermons; scrapbooks and souvenirs from evangelistic campaigns; newspaper and
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magazine clippings, seval Sunday school lessons,
one of his personal Bibles, annotatattogether our
Torrey holdings occupy about 2.5 cubic feet of .
shelving. ‘e

In addition to the Torrey collection, information abo} '~

Torrey can be found in the several othellections at 4
BGC Archives. &

Besides theemajor caches of Torrey documents,
there are a few odds and ends at other institutions.
far as | could discover, there are no Torrey docume
in repositories outside the United States. The librar = &
at theLambeth Palace Library in Englamdites that [
they have the official Church of England |
periodicalsChurch TimesandThe GuardianThose ,
from 19021905 doubtless have articles about the ppoi of three generations of Reuben Arc
extended evangslic meetings Torrey and AlexandeTorreys. Ca. 1928. Billy Graham Center
were holding around the British Isles in this period. g, Far ) "o 7o Fewben At
Calls to the archives and manuscript departments «

the Minneapolis Public Library, the Minnesota Historical Society, the Chicago
Historical Society and the Los Angsl@ublic Library didn't turn up any Torrey
documents, although a more thorough search may find somethi@d@hicago
Historical Societyfor example, has a number of collections with information on the
World Columbian Exposition of 1893. Torrey, under the leadership of D. L. Moody,
supervised a major evangelistic effort during gtismonthevent.

TheCongregational Library and Archivésad only printd Torrey materials. It does

have (as JoEllen Haugo of the Minneapolis Public Library discovered for me) minute
books of at least one of the churches Torrey founded, the Open Door Church of
Minneapolis or at least the church that was the heir of severgemsethe 38th Street
Open Door Congregational Church. However, the minute books only go back to 1896
and Torrey ended his pastorate a decade earlier. There are no Torrey materials in the
early Pentecostal records kept by Eewers Heritage Centén Springfield,

Missouri.

ThePresbyterian Historical Socieity Philadelphia, Pennsylvania has a very
significant collection, thdohn Murdoch Maclnnis Papers (Record Group 266)
Maclinnis was pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Montrose, Pennsylvania itherin
time Torrey was starting the Montrose Bible Conference. He worked closely with
Torrey to develop the conference and served as its secretary for nine years. He
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became a teacher at Biola in 1922, toward the end of Torrey's deanship, and served as
Torrey's successor as dean from 1924 until his resignation at the very end of 1928. |
have not personally looked through the collection, but the guide lists numerous folders
of material related either to Torrey or Biola. Possibly the collection also contains
information on the Montrose conference. This collection is obviously worth further
exploration by any Torrey scholar. The documents about Maclnnis' resignation from
Biola, forced by members of the board who considered him a Modernist, might also
contain refeence from both sides to Torrey's legacy.

Torrey was for years on the board of the Northfield schools that Moody started. He
was also a frequent speaker at the Northfield Bible conference. The records of the
schools, kept at thidorthfield Mt. Hermon School Archives Northfield

Massachusetts contains very little unpublished information on Torrey. There are some
letters of reference that he wrote for various students to the headmasters of the
schools. There are also photographs of him on campus. There are printed sources for
his speaking engagements at the Northfield Bible Conference, including publications
of his talks or summaries of them in the periodié&sord of Christian
WorkandChristianEndeavour Peter Weis, the archivist at Northfield Mount Hermon
Schools, told me that the school newspapkeg Hermonitalso contains coverage of
Torrey's appearances on campus.

A few miles from Biola, there are a few choice items at Fuller Theological Seminary.
The future radio evangeli§tharles Fuller,
after his conversion while listening to the
preaching of Paul Rier at the Church of the
Open Door, attended Biola in the early 192(
He took Torrey's class on sermon preparati
and presentation. The semin&yest
Houseon Walnut Street ifPasadena has a
very well done, multroom exhibit on the life
and ministry of Charles and Grace Fuller. Ir
one of the cases are Torrey's original notes
from 1921 on some of Fuller's classroom
presentationsApparently,Torrey gave these
to Fuller later and Fuller preserved them in
his papers. The handwriting is hardréad,
and the notes are cryptic, since they
apparently were only intended by Torrey as
reminders to himself to use during his ora] Photo of Fuller standing next to a broadcasting awar

won by his programThe Oldg~ashioned Revival Hour.

critique. But he seendeto feel that Fuller Photo File: Fuller, Charles
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made a good entrance, pointed at real life applications eéxth@nd drew important

morals. | might add that the Seminary archives has Fuller's papers. It is possible that

there might be more in his files relating to Torrey froufiét's Biola days. It is worth
investigating, anyway.

The Southern Baptist Historical Library and Arggsin
Nashville, Tennessee, has the papeis.@. Dixon, the
man who followed Torrey as pastor of Moody Church
and preceded him as editordie Fundamentalss
being a lecturer at Biola and the inaugural speaker at
very first Montrose Bible Confence. Torrey knew him
well and had contact with him over many years,
although most of the records of that contact are,
apparently, lost. Among Dixon's correspondence are
couple of Torrey letters from 1920 and 1921
(including Dixon's resignatiofrom Biola) and a file of
reactions to and critiques ®he FundamentalsAnd of
course, Dixon's papers as a whole are helpful to anya
trying to understand evaalism and American

Photo of A. C. Dixon. From the Billy
Graham center Archives, Photo File:

Protestantism during Torrey's lifetime. Dixon, A. C.

| This presentation and archival materials frddfheatonArchives & Special Collections are
WHEATON for the enjoyment and education of Wheaton College students, scholars, and the public.
iy COLLEGE Materials may be protected by copyright and any pblication, or duplication is strictly
| prohibited without written permission.


https://sbhla.org/#foogallery-1312/i:1311
https://www2.wheaton.edu/bgc/archives/Papers/Torrey/13.htm

A Feast of Fragments: The Papers of R. A. Torrey

DEPARTMENTS
AND

ACTIVITIES

TRAINING SCHOGL FOR
CHRISTIAN WORKERS

Day CLassis

Ik
CHEISTIAN [VIDENCES
USE OF THE BIBLE
MUSIC, VOCAL & INSTRUMENTAL
SIEMON MAKING
FRINCIMLES OF TEACHIKG
FUNDAY SCHOOL METHOOS
FREACTICAL EVANGELISH
MESSIOH WORK
RIFEREMCEL LIERARY

EVERING SCHOOL
WIBLE STUDY

Mupsic
METHODS OF CHRAMSTIAN WORKE

CommisPONSERCE CouRSES
i. FURBARINTALS OF Ouws Faime
I LIFE amp TOACHINGS OF CHmisT
3, BdAE 8T Booed and CmarTiEg
4, Presgssy CvaRdrLite

EVAMGELISTIC DEPARTMENTS

QIL FIILDS

SPANISH MISSIONS

JEWIEH WORE

SHOFS AND FACTORIES

BIBLE WOMEN

DEOLA HALL {Evaseriamic Conteal

SCAMIN'S WORK

EXTENSION WORE

FISHERMEK'S CLUB {Touss sl

LYCEUM CLUS (Yooms wowpn)

EUBBIA CLUS [Hidn ScmpoL Sinisl

COLPOETAGE WORK (rocw Misgion

Boats 10 Husas, Caimal

BIELE COMFERERCES

PREFDON BIBELE CLASSES

STUDERT VOLUNTEER BAN

STUDENTS IN ®ISSIOM I'III LGS
THE WORLD OVER

SPOCIAL EVANGILISTS

BIOLA BOOK ROOM
EPLENDITLY STOCKED WITH BELIGIGUS
BESEE AN TRASTE

BIOLA PRESS
Fosniss DEFAITHINT WeDRE VDN
TRINTN-GNE MILLIGH FECEE OF SELI-
SISUS LITELATREE HAVE BELCH IS5UED

KING'S BUSINESS
Hewtuar Wasanimg §1.00 Fon Yoow
s U, 95 & Feaman, $1.2%

BIOLA HOTELS
HoWr o STUSENTS 48D GULITS
GAT FOR WOMEN. OME FOR WEN.
TREROUANLY BOBEEN

BIOLA DINING ROOM

CONPLETILY ESWIFPED EITCHDN )
G000 HOWE-COCEED EE4ALE

GREAT AUDITORIUM
REAERVES FEm CHRATIAN Woad

WHEATON
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A TRA NG SCHOOL F CHRI:S'I'M CRKERS
-558 FE ST
SELES, C.k!..lf
(B4 STE T. ERigENT
T.C TOR. IMTEHDENT
ROAT "r DEan

lMentrose, Pa.,

July 24th, 1920.

Dr. lL.A.Torrey,
Dean of the Bible Ingtitute of Yoag Angeles.
Depr Dr. Torrey:

As I have travelled over this Country
and specially since the Buffalo Convention, I am convinced
that there is just now very great need of testimoiy to
the fundamentale of our faith in the Eastern States. It
is & crucial time in the history of evanpgelicsl Christian-
ity in America; and, if victory for the truth is not
gained soon, it lcooks as if it may te loat forever.

It has therefore, been laid upon my heart that I
ought to respond to the urgent appeal of brethemn to
give 21l my time and strength next year to work in the
Eagtern and Southern States. The destructive criticism
ip moking rapid inroads into the South, and now is the
time te throw up barriers against it.

Looking thruﬁ[ﬂl the new catalogue of the Lop
/ingeles Bible Institute, I see that "Boo]:: Studies®, to
witieh I am assipgned, is covered by three cther teachers,
and in the itemized "Courges of Study™ on papes 43,

44, 45 and 46, there is no mention at all of "Book Studies”
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LTMAN GSTEWART, FRESIDINT

T G. HOATOM, FurpriHTEHalqT
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gll of which is in harmony with the fact that my nome wasg
inadvertently omitted from the list of regular teachers,
as publ ished in the recently printed letter heads of the
Inatitute.

I am net criticizing or ecomplaining. As you koow, I
virtually invited =iyself te the Bible Institute of T.os
Angeles, becouse I desired to be associnted with the great
!ﬁhle Ingtitute Novement, which I beliéva to be of God,
and I preferred the Bible Ingtitute of Los Angeles above
all othera; and the cordiality with which you and others
in authority respended to my self-invitation was very
grati f}’i]’;lﬂ . ;

Then I went to the Insgtitute last Uctober, it was
with the earneat prayer that God would make it plain to
all concerned what relation I ghould bear to the Ingtitute;.
and it iz now perfectly clear to me that he has answered
that prayer by making it plain that I should bear the
relation of oceansional Jlecturer; and i wiji be happy as
opportunity may offer, if you so desire, to serve the
Inagtitute in that capacity.

I, therefore, tender my resignation of whatever
relation I may now hear to the Inatitute, to toke effect

Jantiary 1lst, 1921.
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Letter from Dixon to Torrey, resigning from the Biola faculty. July 24, 1920. Dixon did continue to lecture at Biola d#tt. th
Southern Baptist Historical Library and Archives, Ax@nZollection, Box 9, Folder 11.
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North Park Universityn Chicago, on the other hand, has a brief but interesting
exchange of correspondence with a man Torrey probably never met. Archivist Ellen
Engreth kindly sent me from the Covenant Archives and Historical Library copies of
a1922 exchange of lettevsith Professor Axel Mellander of North Park Seminary
about the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ. It is an excellent example of the
hundreds of letters Torrey must have written to those who wrote in to disagree with
something he said or wrote.
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('J Dear Mr, Mallander

Your lettar o Ps Bth Jjuat recaived

G
P In reply will say that when in Tnicaso I
55 4id say somathing to the affacet that £ se who

%:-.L"' denied the subatitutionary charactesr of tha deat -1 p"
e T Jesua Christ waere, in ;1_'-’: reagnact, fol 1lowers of the
£ Antichrist, and gave my reasons for so saying. That
e I maid is being put into tract form and I will be
—_ glad to gend ron a copny when it is out. It was part

of an addrass on "Trus C"‘l‘l;tlJ" Tnion and the Devil's
Counteriait™.

I am. familiar with Dr. Wnldenstrimd
‘;_F) thaur;- of the atonamant, as I have his books, and am
N ponfident that in this matter, though he was an
= axcellent Christian man in some respects, he was
g il aiding the work of the Antichriat, and in that matter
was 4 follower of the Antichriat, and that the dootrins
of the substitutionary death o Jesus Christ ia so
fundamental that thare can be no union batween ‘«;'r-. :313
who beliave in it as it 1a taught in the Word of God
and thosa wha deny it. Dr. Taldsnatrdm's dostrine of
the atonement as guoted in this letter will not stand
the teat of careful 3criptural exanination, I have
not time to go into this matter in a letter, bu
raffar vou %o m7 book, "that tha 2ible Teacl

I have man7y axsallent ""'"a'-" 8, wiaoh

guppose rou Zaoow, in the ao-ocalled "Wizsion '.‘*:La"" 30
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‘¢ - put in so far as they accaept this view of the atone-
ment, they certainly are doing the work that the
Antichrist desires to be dons, and aiding and abetting
him to that extent in his work.

Sincerely yours,

7 d YW

RAT/H.

%

ittt
i
e 3

s

Letter fom Torrey to Mellander, February 14, 1922. North Park University, Covenant Archives and Historical Library, 6/1/2/1/19
Box 1.

The Billy and Helen Sunday Collection in the libraryGface College and

Semnary in Winona Lake, Indiana includes a few letters from Torrey to Sunday. (The
microfilm edition of this collection is also available at several college and university
libraries around the countryTyinity Evangelical Divinity Schodhas in its archives

the papers of evangelical scholar Wilbur M. Smith and these include a file with a
notebook by Oscar Sanden contain part of a biography of Torrey which he was
writing but apparently never publishethe Kautz Family YMCA Archivesa part of

the Social Welfare Archives at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, includes
some nineteenth century Torrey letters in its Dwight L. Moody Files.

Finally, Yale University Archivedias material which is not exactly archival, but is
priceless nonetheless. They have a numbbooks or booklets published by Torrey's
class, the class of '75, in which members of the class tell what they have been doing.
There are two with comments from Torrey and one with his class obituary.

So, there you have a cursory description of the Taormraterials scattered through a
number of institutions. But what do these papers actually say? What do they tell us
about Torrey? Let me describe them a bit under three headings: Torrey as an
evangelist, Torrey as an administrator, and Torrey as a man.
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Torrey first became known to the general public as an evangelist. His world tour of
1902 to 1905 included visits to China, Japan, Australia, India and other countries, but
most of his time was spent in England and Scotland, with one visit to Ireland.
Moody's ewangelistic meetings in England in the 1870s were an obvious model for
Torrey's tour at the beginning of the'2@entury. This tour, as well as his appointment
as first superintendent of the Moody Bible Institute, helped mark him in the minds of
many as Mody's successor. When he returned to the United States, he continued to
hold evangelistic meetings, whatever his other responsibilities. In 1908 he founded
Montrose Bible Conference. He spoke there annually but continued to hold other
meetings. His last engelistic meeting was in Florida in 1927. The next year, his last,
he continued making plans for new meetings, but had to cancel them because of poor
health. Evangelism was the heart of his ministry.

The world tour not only looked back to T H;--g
Moody's ministry but was also a step R LKOCHHEF\DH |

nd lirt Hl se in

towardgreater fellowship and P o e Wt |
communication between conservative ALL KINDS 0; ulazg FITTING Undertaken and Executed in Best

. . . orkmanship and in Quickest Time. I
Protestant traditions in other couas. It e . 10 s S

IMPORTER of Gents' and ers, Clocks, Watches, ||

canalso be seen asprecursor of the trend: :
. CALL AND INSFPERECT.
that later developed into the Lausanne —

movement. Probably the best source for
recreating Torrey as an evangelist are the @ U T L@ @ K
p_rmted souvenirs that were published for Hiisticted. Monicnto

his meetings in AustralidNew |

Zealandand England. Moody Bible | TORREY=ALEXANDER MISSION,
Institute has several of these, the BGC | e e ,
Archives has one and there is anotherat®  "riec = - sixpeENes
Congregational Library and Archives. R. .OCHHEAD,
These are the size of magazines with B R i st

dozens of pages. They usually include

Sever_al Sermonmformatlon on the palll l{mns of Repatrs €ﬂec|ed 4 Cash or <.1me Pajment). !
plannlng and results Of the meetlngs’ Gloucester Street, Christchurch Tay Street, Invcr‘cnrzill !
. g . . Thames Street, Oamaru Stafford Street, Timaru
information on various special events, anc.| 53 PRINCES STREET, DUNEDIN. J
many, many photos. The best photos Printed souvenir. The Outlook Illustrated Mission
of Torrey and Alexander in acti@are in Memento of the TorreyAlexander Mission. 1902.

Collection 107, Box 2, Folder 2.
these souvenirs. The BGC also has smalle.,

but similar souvenir booklets printéorm Torrey's meetings in Cleveland in 1907
andScanton, Pennsylvania 1909. Moody has newspaper and magazine clippings
andprinted letters from Torregbout the tour and Clara Torrey's diaries in the BGC
Archives cover these events.
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e G T AUDL, @3 UBUALL, LUUK CIMFZE 4L LLE QUlsel. BMr Alexander sang and taught his avdiencs

AT THE ADDINGTON RAILWAY WORKSHOPS,

0, that will be glory for me—glory for me."™ “Thers i
~~Hicks, photo,

# hope for you, there is hope for everyone who will
L weept the message.”

Hasaras hafima The Tharmaes kovem ba ==L

Photos on page 1@f The Outlook Illustrated Mission Memento of the Towégxander Mission. Billy Graham Center Archiv
Collection 107, Box 2, Folder 2. 1902.

During Torrey's lifetime, large citywide evangelistic meetings were treated as major
news events in Americgmapers. Both MBI and the BGC have individual newspaper
clippings or copies of clippings from his various campaigns and individual meetings.
Following isaclipping from MBI. As you can see, newspapers have not changed
much in a hundred years. You notidegyt are careful to make clear in the headline
that Torreydidn't see the show. Montrose has clippings about his sermons there. The
BGC also has two scrapbooks of clippings covering his daily messages and other
activities from hisl906Philadelphia meetingghese help to give a feel for the tempo
and organization of a Torrey evangelistic campaign. There is an interesting Torrey
letter in the Billy Sunday collection at Winona Lake College and seminary. It is
addressed to Sunday and disses the followup of people who come forward at
evangelistic meetings. Thisdone in the context of Torrey's criticism of one
counselor at Sunday's 1917 Los Angeles campaign.
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Newspaper clipping from a Philadelphia pap=1905 Moody Bible Institutérchives
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by the response of the people of Phila-

~ BRIN |
TORREY REVIVAL

SERVICES FOR GOOD FRIDAY
- BEGIN AT 6 0'CLOCK

LEADER SEES HOPE OF VICTORY

Special Efforts Bring Unusual Results, |
and Evangelist Thinks That His |
Work Has Not Been in Vain

.

The answer of the people of Philadel-
phia to the test question put by Dr. R.
A. Torrey as to the value of the revival
in which he, Charles M. Alexander and
their band of devoted adherents have |-
labored for the last three months is a
triumph for the cause of evangelism. Only
twenty-four hours before the dawn of
Gfsod Friday Doctor Torrey, heértsiék 4
Wwith disappointment and the weariness of
a long struggle, had said, “Only one more
hope remains to me. I will stand or fall |v

—

—

= P

delphia to the Good Friday appeal. The
attendance and the number of those who
are brought to Christ will tell me whether
or not our work here has been in vain.”

The answer is found in the following [

figures giving the record of attendance at

G 1,500 T0

- publicly avow it. Tt is b

nent clergyman of
;'a siteamor' ng church., 1

s name,” g e G
though I think 1 o WhE B o
o Like yourself,” wrote the clei'gvma-n
o 8 preacher of the .gospel. Tnlike
you, T am a deceiver, a hypocrite and a

worship of God ood,
Christians, who love God and : 1
;ﬁrx’gg (?wfhg:l-zl- ttrllft throng I, the i;)a‘;iog‘ut‘}lsé'
i they revere, the man preach-
gag the Word ‘of God—I alone agz 10'&3‘-
0 them is the blessed hope of a :

what I am
leave the pulpit t nigh
naould I make public m F 5
my own gni,mﬁ? Stha.ll I,yha%tzfé und"é'r?
1y heart, make pu al
ﬁf Him? Unless I can recgixlrgicthaémbagfwx'
sm I shall never enter the pulpit again.’

i Doctor Torrey’s Answer

“My only reoly to t K0
Doctqr Torrey, ‘‘ig tﬁis.his e
by this pastor is a public

3

Which only a few people are concern

Doctor Torrey's ser
E-eglchgdtfrom Whatm}?é1

spire ext, “For Christ als ]
ngfer‘ed for our sins, the just agdaﬁn?t?s?te'
that he might bring us to God."” 4

MIDMORNING MEETING “‘

of the night wag |
described as an!

18

Clipping from
the 1906
Philadelphia
meetings. Billy
Graham Center
Archives,
Collection 107,
Box1, Folder
50. The
clippings are
very brittle and,
in some cases,
have broken
off, so some of
the lines in the
fold have been
lost.

It is difficult today even to make a complete list of Torrey's meetings because for

many there are no records. One of his first major evangelistic efforts, under Moody's
leadership, was the evangelistic outreach to the millions who came to Chicago in 1893
for the World Columbian Exposition. This effort, which included dozens of speakers,
hundreds of meetings, and all sorts of special activities, attracted up to 132,000 people

a day. It is described briefly in Torrey's books, sucWway God Used Dwight L.

Moody: Of the voluminous correspondence, handbills, planning records, and sermon
notes that must have been created, however, virtually nothing remains except for a

few clippings at MBI as well ae following1917 lettein which Torrey discusses
the event.

iy COLLEGE
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Bible Institute of Los Augeles

836-558 SouTH HEPE STREET
LOS ANGELES. CAL.

A TRAINING SCHOOL FOR CHRISTIAN WORKERS
T. C. HOATON., SUPTRINTENGENT
A A Tosrmey, B, O, . Beis

Jarmary 4, 1917.

Mr, J. B. Bowles,
Moody Bible Imstitute,
Ghi(.‘.-ﬂgﬂ. I1l.

Dear Ur. Bowlea:-

TYour letter of December 26th sbout the same matter sonserning
which you wrote me Dacember 16th received.

The svent that stands out most prominently’ Showing God's provi-
dential care of the Institutd) at the present writing is an answer to prayer that
we received in comnnection with the work during the VWorld'e Fair. Under Mr, Moody's
general direction we had lovited to Chicago well known speakera from England,
France, Carmany, Poland, Russia, and other places, at great expense. God was
wonderfully blessing the work: many people who came to Chicage bacame so much
interested in the meetings conducted mndsr our auspicea that they went to tha
Columblan Exposition very 1little, tut devoted thelr tlme to our meetlngs. Te had
as high as 132,000 people out in a single day to our meetings, and tha number
of converslons was very large. The Immer Circle of Advisors met every noon in
Mr, Moody's office for dinner, to eat together, to plan the work, and to pray
for tha york. Ome day when we met for the usnsl noor gathering Mr. Mosdy said,

"I need :7,000.00 this morning for the work. 21,000.00 has already ocome im, but

we must have £5,000.00 right away . 1 proposed that before we eat we kmeel

down and ask God for that £6,000.00. We all kmelt beside the table in prayer,

and Ur. KMoody, in his charascteristic,childlike way, told God of the exant need
and msked Flm that the momey might be granted at once. Then we arose and sat down
at the table. Just about the time we finished eating there came a rap at the
door, and I esald, "Come in." (Ome of the students brought in a telegram to Mr.
Moody who was sitting at ome end of the table. After reading it he told the student
to take it to me at the other end of the table, and ir. Moody seid, "Read it.m

It read about as follows: "Mr. loody, your friends at Northfield had a feeling

at the ¢lose of the Confersnce this moming that you nmeeded monay for your
work in Chicago. We have just teker uwp a collection. Thars %J( thousand dollars
in the baskets and more to follow." The telegram was sigmed by H. ¥. Moore of
Boston. 3Some weeks afterward I met lr. Moors and told him our sndi of the story.
"Now," he sald, "let me tell you our end of the story.” Ee saidfat the olose of
the morning session Dr. Gordoa (who waa presiding at the sesslons of the Confer-
anca) ¢alled me to the platform and whispered, "Moore, I hava a Teallng that ir.
¥oody needs some mopey for his work im Chicego, what do you say to taking a
collactiont' I ilmmediately assented and we passed the baskets and thare vﬁ'{‘{
thousard dollars in the baskets." God, who had moved Mr. Moody and his friemds

in Chicago %o pray for ths 36,000.00 had, about the same time, put it in the hearts
of the three thousand people im Northfisld, iass., over ome thousend miles away,
to put the exact amount in tha baskets that we had asked for in Chicazo.

T 1t .

7
First page of a letter from Torrey to J. B. Boweles, January 4, 1917. Moody Bible Institute Archives
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The Exposition was toward the start of Torrey's evangelistic ministry. The BGC has a
record from the very end, newspaper clippingescribing hidast meeting, held at the
First Presbyterian Church in Orlando, Florida in 1927.
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Saul of Tarsus as he journeyed ta | which he had expect e hatred, not even stopping sould not show a way to find out |
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mascus, 4 conqueror. [fie during the fierce heat of the noon that Jesus Christ was the Son of |

s led as| pla

ha eity |

Dr. Torrey characterized this 850 = - almost
muestion "Why " larriest UoNT | Toaks Roemey L ase, oF 8 frined. | ia time sun. At last he had aWiost, g ang the Bible the Word of God.
28 one that every man must answer ee days, 39 = reached his destination. He is F'ruae he off ¢hich T-hay
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Clipping from The Evening Repoi&tar, a Florida paper. December 6, 1927. Collection 107, Box 1, Folder 8

Both MBI and the BGC have manuscripts of his sermons and serates. Here, for
example, is @mall noteboolof sermon outlinefrom the BGC's Torrey collection.
Torrey's diaries at the BGC sometimes give very brief descriptions of other people's
and his own reactions to his sermons. The BGC alsddmenf setsof typed notes,
with written annotations, for Sunday school lessons from 1IBd@ey taught large
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Sunday school classes in Chicago and Los Angeles, as well as publishing weekly
lessons for other Sunday school teachers.

Rev, B A, Torcrey

Notebook ohandwritten and typed sermon notes. B
Graham Center Archives, Collection 107, Box 1, Fc

| now move to Torrey asnadministrator. Both Moody Church and Church of the
Open Door under his direction were centers for Christian outreach to their
communities. MBI and Biola provided the staff and leaders of many, many ministries
in the United States and overseas and helped shape the character of American
Fundamentalist and Evangelical movements. The Montrose conference was an
important forum for thosenovements.

Do we have documents that tell us what part he played in the life of these institutions?
Well, we have enough to give us some hints, though not enough to tell anything like
the full story. At both MBI and Biola, Torrey was a formidable teadfieourses on
soulwinning and preaching. The MBI archives has copies of some of Torrey's
lectures, based on a stenographer's records, on topics such as Soul Winning or the
Holy Spirit. There are several other interesting items in MBI's Torrey file. ltare,
example, isome sort of questionnaingerhaps for an institutional history, that Torrey
filled out describing how he was appointed head of the Institute by Moody.
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Sheet "ITT", Page 1

HISTORICAL ROOM

Circumstances of ecall to Institute, name of man who sugpested it
to HMr, M: ‘

In the summer of 1889 I received a letter from Rev. John
Collins, who had been a clasamsts of mine both in college and
Séminary, and also had been 3ecretary of the International “hristian
Workers' dssoclation.(of which I was President through its entire
histeory), asking me if I had heard from D. L. Moody, and saying
that he had had a lone talk with Moody and that Moody was intending
to #ive me a big swing in Chicago. I had, however, not heard from
D.T. Koody, Iater I met Rev. E. M, #illiams, pastor of the
Copgregational Churech in Northfield, Minnesota (I had held evangelia-
tic meetinga in his church and with Carlton College). 1In meeting me
he said, "Have your ears burned this summer?" T said, "No", "Well",
he said, "I should think they would, for I have beea talking about
Jyou a pgreat deal to Mr, D. L, Moody.! I afterwards learned that he
had told Mr, Moody that there was & man in Minneapolis that he ought
to get, and told Mr. Moody something abont my work and also asbout
ny meetlngs with him. I think it was his sugpestion that led Mr.
Hoody to lovite me to Chicago. I think that Mr. P. H., Revell also
had something to do with it, I had presided at the First International
Christian Workers' Convention in Chieago, and Mr. Revell and others
were so Impressed wmith the wmay the meetings were conducted and the
smoothness with which they proceeded that they told Mr. Moody, and
Mr, Moody had said to some one of them, "A man that can scontrol a
group -of peoples like that is a man I want",

When Mr. Moody organized his preliminary conferences in
the spring of 1889.(looking forward to the organization of the 3ible
Ianstitute), I had & preat desire to go to those preliminary con-
ferences, thoupgh the things to which I have referred to above as
being spoken to me came long after thst. I was unable, however, to0
get to the Conferences, Then I heard of Mr. Moodr's proposed gon-
ference in 3eptember 1689, and wished to mo to that, and I received
a letter from Mr, Moody invitinge me to the conference. I wrote him
that 1 was a very busy man but that if he had anythine specific he
wanted me to do, I ghould be glad to go, but otherwise I did not
see how I could leave my work. To that letter I got no reply, though
I afterwards learned that he had replied to it. When the time for
the conference came, I made up my mind that I wonld go anrhow, but
up till within two or three hours of starting for Chicago I did not
have the money %o par my fare, but felt confideant it would come.

I got the money shortly before leaving, hurried home and told my
wife that I was golng. ‘hen I reached Chicago I found out that I
had mistaken the date and was a day too early. I called on Mr.
2nsign, 3Superintenieat of the 3uanday Scheool ,Uaion, and with whom I
had acme slight acquaintance, 4Almost the first thing he said to me
was, "Have you seean Mr. Moody?" I replied that I had not, "Well",
he said, "he wants to see you. He i1s over at 228 Ia Salle Avenue,”
I went over to the office. I had not seen Mr., Moody for years, and
though T had worked six weeks in his inquiry meeting in New Haven,
naturally he had forgotten me, but as I entered his office, Mr.
Merton 3mith, who knew me, introduced me to him., Mr. Moody at once

First page of a document, possibly a questionnaire, apparently filled dtdrbgy, describing how Dwight L. Moody selected
him as first superintendent of the Institute. No date. Moody Bible Institute Archives
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There are also several letters from the period of his superintendency, especially the
latter years, when he was away traveling for years on end. Of course, then he had to
be an absentee leader, but these letteds P. Fitt and other members of the MBI

staff do give some sense of his style and concerns. Har&963 letteto William

Evans, hiring him as a professor. And hera 1906 memgprepared by Fitt about

ways that Torrey's evangelistic campaigns could benefit the Institute. Obviously, they
were struggling with the problems caused by his long absence. The Kautz Family
YMCA Archives has a series of correspondence in its Dwight L. Moody files about
the cancellation in 1898 of a weekly Sunday school class taught by at the Chicago
YMCA, an event thewas a harbinger of the growing split between liberal and
conservative Protestants in the United States.

-

)

7';:@‘?&' HISTORICAL ROOM
EEG:!?"
Darling's Hotel
TOTNEITDML Tahruayryr 1 T

Yours of February 4th at hand and contents ecarefully not-
ed. I have just cabled you to accept for yvear. I have little
doubt it will prove permanent, but my judgment is that it is always
best to accept propositions as they are made instead of seeking to
alter conditidns. It looks as if one lacked faith in his owm future.
I feel sure that this will be more satisfactory to the Trustees and it
will be just-as-wWell for you. Personally, I do not suppose I shall
be-at the Instiiute much for the next two or three years, but I shall

be there some and will always be glad to advise with you. I would

=

el FEther-have you thore they Bome men that T 'did not lnow.
ghall: ‘be back for twe or three months in June or July, but probadbly
ghall not spend more than a month at the Institute. I do not think
there is any danger qof your being out of a position at the end of a
year. 02 cpurass if yeur-worlk waas not satisfactory you would not want
to stay anyhow. The fact is, a call for a vear in.a sense gives more
permancy than if we called in a general way, for ‘in that case your
call might be terminated within a month or so. I knew a church in
Brooklyn = the South Congregatiomal Church = that called a2 number

of mimisters and installed them. The life of every of these at the
Church was shert. The Church becams disajtisfiad. They called

Dr ILyman for a year. He refused to de installed, but kept this up
for 30 years, the lengest spell that the Church had ever known. After

that /

First page of a copy of letter from
Torrey to William Evans, February
18, 1903. Moody Bible Institute
Archives
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¢  THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

- F69Y _ : HISTORICAL ROOM /7 f};
- 58 HEMORANTUM FOR THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEER, OCT, 3, 1908, '

S s D o S AR - i z e N e e i U ] Ty

VWays in which Dr, Torrev's campalgns might be
_____ ocf help fc the Institute,

{1) By standing before the publie as representative of Institute
= methods and purposes in the Blble and Musis courses,

(2) By lettinz 1t be understood that Dr,Torrey is offieislly
eonneoted with the Institute, while Mr. Alexander and Mr,
Jacoby are former astudents,

(3) By the judieiocus distribution of elreulars of the different
tranches of the work.

(4) By definite appeals from the platform for young men and women
pad to surrender thelr lives for definite Christian work (this
& alass of students ooming for the regular course), laying
— emph=als on the need of trained men and women, the many calls
v for such, and what some are now doing; seecuring the names of
— likely studenss to vwhom eataloguas might subsequently be apnt
= from Ohisazo,

{5) By letting 1t be known that individusls who could not sfford

to come fOr the day eowrae eould find day work in Chieago

B and fake the Evening course.

{6) By keeping in touch with converts and others by means of
| ( some follow-up system, mending them literature to promote
- christien growth, snd urging them to take Corresnondence
[ fourses, etc.

{(7) By getting the names of hopeful donors, with as ruch informe
nticn eoneerning them 'as possible sc as t0 send them intellipgent
apreals for money,

§ EER

(8) By organizing a praver evele in ecomneetlion with the Inatitute,
and securing members at the meetings(??).

{9) Bw having some BEible teacher like Miss Saxe follow Dr.Tﬂr"s?'s
gsamaigna with meetinga for young eonverte, in which the :
ehove augreations eould rlso be adonted, -

|3 (10) By enlsrging the seone of the ¥Institute Tie® so that it "

3 would be worth while to push this magazine in conneetion with: 7?

& K the meetings, perhaps having daily Bible studies or some

E other message from Dr,Torrey that would specislly apreal 402 é
interested frienda and eonverts,

¥ i
R LT

2 T

I 1
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THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHIGAGO
HISTORICAL ROOM

~(11) By mentioning the Institute off-hand in anecdotes, ete,,
in the course of addresses, as Dr, Torrev did so frequently
in England,

(12) By taking free-will offerings with the asspnt of the commi te
’ tee on some special night for Mr.Moody's Prison Fund or
other features of the work.

(13) By ealling upon Institute men sueh as Dp,Gray, Mr,Evans or
Dr.Towner to help in case of emergency when overflows or
side-meetings are neeessary.

{14) By promoting the use and sale of "Revival Hymns" and also
the publications of the Colportage Assoclation,

{(15) By referring to me calls for help which he eannot £1l1l per=-
gonally with letters of the individuals, so that some of
the other Institute workers might get engagements if possible,

(16) By holding an Institute reunion in every town he visits and
o thus quickening the Interest of former students, I could '
plan to be present and arrange a¥l details,

(17) By visiting the Institute as often as possible; also eneour- =
_agemthajnhher.membe:awnrihia staff to do the same, S

Respectfully submitted,

A, P, Fitt,

Memo by A. P. Fitts to the executive committee of the board of director of Moody Bible Institute, October 8, 1906. M®oody Bibl
Institute Archives.

Three other sets of correspondence will help in understanding Torrey's contribution to
as an administrator. As mentioned, there are at MBI dozens of letters from Dwight L.
Moody to Torrey, mostly from 1897 to 1899. There are no copiésimey's

responses, if anysually,these letters or notes are brief, reporting on Moody's
activities, asking questions or giving instructions. Torrey assisted Moody in a variety
of projects. These letters don't all deal with the Institute. But thereremugh to give
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an idea of the kinds of issues Torrey faced and his relationship with the Institute's
most influential sponsor.

The next set is with the man who wouldb@rey's successor at Moody, James Gray.
The correspondence startsli®d2and continues t©928 the year of Torrey's death. It
begins cordially but was often testy as the years went on, particularly as Gray became
de facto leader of the Institute in tlast years of Torrey's formal superintendency.

Letter from Torrey to
Gray, September 10
1892. Moody Bible
Institute
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