




















president®s commentary

QOur challenge as Christians must always be to av

Duane ltfin President

allowing Ratlander restrictions to establish the parameters for our tBinking.

t is important for those involved in them on the paperO Lewis says,

Christian higher education to we shall easily see how impossible
distinguish the demands of Christian it would be for him to understand.
thinkingrom the challenges Christians At brst he might be prepared to
face incommunicatiwgh their non- accept on authority our assurance
Christian colleagues.Yet these two issues that there was a world in three
are often confused, not least in dimensions. But when we pointed to
discussions of whether, and if so how, the lines on the paper and tried to
Christian scholars can function within explain, say, that OThis is a roadO
the secular marketplace of ideas. would he not reply that the shape
What we need, | think, is to view such which we were asking him to accept
communication as an exercise in as a revelation of our mysterious
transpositicanalogous to the argument other world was the very same shape
of C. S. Lewis in his essay of the same which, on our own showing,
title. elsewhere meant nothing but a

In communicating with his or her triangle. And soon | think, he would
secular colleagues, what the Christian say,OYou keep on telling me of this

scholar is about, to use LewisOs terms, is aother world and its unimaginable
Okind of transposition or adaptation from  shapes which you call solid. But isnOt
a richer to a poorer mediumQO that is, a it very suspicious that all the shapes
transposition from a fuller Christ- which you offer me as images or
centered understanding that is charged rel3ections of the solid ones turn out
with signibPcance, to the secularistOs more on inspection to be simply the old
circumscribed understanding that may be two-dimensional shapes of my own
strong on facts but weak on meaning. world as | have always known it?

HereOs the challenge. OIf we can Is it not obvious that your vaunted
imagine a creature who perceived only other world, so far from being the
two dimensions and yet could somehow  archetype, is a dream which borrows
be aware of the lines as he crawled over all its elements from this one?0
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The Christian scholarOs task in
communicating with a secular audience
is akin to one who lives in a three-
dimensional world trying to communi-
cate that fuller picture to a bgure who
lives in only two dimensions. Sometimes
it canOt be done. Thus, for purposes of
communication, Christians in purely
secular venues may restrict themselves,
temporarily and irad howays, to a
RatlanderOs perspective. Such adaptations
are justibable and by no means useless.

But it is crucial to remember that these
same restrictions must never be allowed
to constrain the way wihink, at least
not if our thinking is to be distinctively
Christian. There is something sad, and
dangerous too, about watching Christian
scholars sanitize not merely their
communication, but their very thought
processes to satisfy the demands of their
secular guild. Our challenge as Christians
must always be to avoid allowing
Ratlander restrictions to establish the
parameters for our thinking.

Loving God with our minds demands
no less.

*The Weight of GlofyTranspositionO
(1949).
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| ulie Bullock "04 knows the value of hard work

She transferred to Wheaton her sophomore year, after questioning whether she could afford
the price tag. Working part-time as a marketing assistant for a local company, Julie was able to pay

for a portion of her education—an education she values for the way it shaped her life.

“I'm a very ditferent person now hecause of Wheaton. My eyes were
opened to the needs of others . . . and to the way God met my own needs
hefore | even knew what to ask.”

Through her part-time jobs, Julie discovered her talent for marketing and is now pursuing
her MBA. But it was volunteering in the annual giving department at the College that
heightened her appreciation for those who give to the Wheaton Fund. “Meeting the generous

people who made it possible for me to be at Wheaton enriched the value of my education.”

! Thﬂ“k Vﬂll Today, Julie isn't just a graduate; she’s also a donor. “God has blessed me with a good job.

And I want to help future students, the way others helped me,” she says.

Your gifts to the Wheaton Fund make this unique college experience possible for many

students like Julie.

You, too, can help lower the cost of a Wheaton education for every
student by about $10,000 each year through your gift to the Wheaton Fund.

To learn more about the Wheaton Fund please contact the Office of Advancement
or the Alumni Office at 1.800.525.9906. You may give online at

www.wheaton.edu/GivingtoWheaton



Art of the Journey

Jim ‘69 and Mary West
Whitmer 76, RN ‘67, say their
freelance photography “has been
an amazing spiritual journey. . . .
We've enjoyed translating

God's beauty into images people
can use.” They've traveled
literally to Timbuktu and back,
providing photography for a
number of Christian organizations

and churches, as well as secular

newsstand magazines. Both
“Afternoon in Venice” Mary and Jim, however, say their
Photograph by Jim '69 and Mary West Whitmer ‘76, RN '67 most fulfilling, yet heart-rending,
assignments are to the
impoverished two-thirds world,
where “the children are

happy, regardless of what they
have.” The Whitmers live in
Wheaton, and have three grown
sons: Rick 91, Steve 93, and
Jason "00.

&5
1]
Wheaton College

For Christ and His Kingdom





