





Denny’s Wheaton Days

Before coming to Wheaton, Denny Hastert attended North
Central College in Naperville, lllinois. “At the semester
break in January in the middle of my freshman year,” he
writes, “l transferred to Wheaton. . . . My roommate at
North Central, Jim Parmelee from Hopkins, Michigan, was
transferring to Wheaton, too, and my old buddy Tom
Jarman was already there. WWheaton was a pretty strict and
pretty conservative Christian school—a good place for

me. At Wheaton, you had to be pretty serious about your

faith and your grades or you didn’'t belong.”

above: Denny Hastert and fellow Wheaton wrestlers.

Denny (left) and Tom (right) are still the best of friends. Jim
Parmelee ‘64 (center), who was Denny’s roommate also at
Wheaton, was killed while serving in the Vietnam War.
Denny and Wheaton friends from the 1961-1966 football
teams recently raised money for a meeting room in the

Beamer Center named in Jim’s honor.

year-old kids the basics of economics.
Now I say it was teaching economics to
some Members of Congress. What's the
best way to prepare to become Speaker?
Try driving a school bus, as I used to do.
You've got to (1) keep the bus on the
road, (2) keep your eyes on the kids in the
rear view mirror, and (3) watch your back.
* % %

In my years as a coach, I developed half a
dozen guiding principles that affect how I
think, plan, react to disappointment, and
feel about victory and defeat. They apply
not only to sports but also to life itself.

I. You never win the big match the
night before. So never go into a contest
unprepared. Focus, discipline, patience,
courage, and diligence are virtues in this
respect.

2. Never underestimate your opponent.
No matter how experienced or rich or
important you are, you can be beaten. The
unforeseen can and will happen every
time. It’s how prepared and flexible you
are that counts.

3. Always under-promise and try to
over-produce.

4. Do your coaching during practice;

coaching from the sidelines in front of the
fans is too late.

5. Never rely on your opponent to help
you win.

6. When you are in a position to score,
you had better put points on the board.
You may never be there again.

* k%

Being Speaker is like being a coach. . ..
A coach’s responsibility is to bring people
on and make them part of the team. The
coaches who have the most success put
their best and most talented people out
front to achieve and everyone else comes
together to work. A talented coach isn’t
always in the headlines.

* k%

On a day-to-day basis, most of my work
in Washington is done in two average-
sized rooms inside the Speaker’s office
suite, and it amounts to sitting down and
trying to get people to come together.
Even when people are in conflict, they
want to find a resolution. If you let
people talk themselves out, you can
eventually persuade them to reach a
compromise.

* Kk Kk

Every time I look out the window of my
office at the stunning view of the city,
down the expanse of the National Mall, I
can’t help but think about the plane that
went down in Pennsylvania—the plane
assigned to fly straight down the Mall and
into the middle of the Capitol, directly
into my office. It is a constant reminder to
me of the heroes of September 11—not
only our heroes in uniform but also our
citizen heroes. It is a reminder of the great
strength and conviction of the men and
women of United Airlines flight 93—
voting to attack the hijackers and regain
control of the airplane, filling pitchers
with boiling water, and taking the
struggle to the cockpit. I think of the
timeline a lot. In hindsight, I realized that
were it not for the heroes of Flight 93,
the plane would have struck the Capitol
at the very moment that I was making
decisions about evacuating the buildings.
Their desperate courage saved us from a
great wound. And they saved the lives of
many people. x**

Excerpts of Speaker used by permission of
Regnery Publishing, Inc., Washington, D.C.;
©2004 by . Dennis Hastert.
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falculty voice

by Dr. Brian Howell, Assistant Professor of Anthropology

Why Anthropology?

As a cultural anthropologist, people often
find what I do very interesting. They like
to hear about my time in the Philippines
or subsequent travels to “out of the way”
places. But even though it is interesting,

many still think it is not terribly relevant.

I've come to believe that anthropologi-
cal knowledge is more than interesting—
for the Christian, it is imperative.

We can often see the benefit of
anthropology for missionaries; but what’s
the relevance for “the rest of us”? The fact
is, most evangelical Christians now live
outside of North America or Europe.
They are not to be relegated simply as

subjects of mission, but our brothers and

nothing else. But God desires that we
would know the richness of His Kingdom
(Eph. 2.7), not just the minimum.
Moreover, increasing numbers of
people are in contact with “cultural
otherness,” whether through short-term
service trips, or among cultural
minorities in the U.S. Can we demon-
strate love to people if we aren’t even
sure how to communicate? A big hug
and using first names are good ways to
tell Midwesterners they are loved, but for
a Christian in Zambia, or Hungary,
or China, what is that big hug going to

mean? More importantly, are we

equipped to find out?

sisters in Christ. Understanding what God
is doing in these places is not about “them,”
it is about us—the global church. Sure,
we can live “good” Christian lives with
no knowledge of other Christians what-
soever, just as we can come to a saving

faith by simply reading Romans and
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Most critically, anthropology has long
held to the dictum that only in under-
standing others, do we understand our-
selves. White Northern Americans are no
less steeped in culture than the brown
nomad living on the plains of the Sudan.

Even our understanding of God’s

revelation is inexorably linked with our
cultural context. Wheaton alumnus and
anthropology major Billy Graham ’43,
Litt.D ’56 once said that if he could go
back, he would have gotten a Ph.D. in
anthropology to understand race relations
and inequality in the United States. (When
students ask what to do with a major in
anthropology, I love saying that it can lead
to a career in worldwide evangelism.)
Understanding the relevance of
anthropology to the whole church is
coming slowly in Christian circles. Only
five of 115 schools in the Council of
Christian Colleges and Universities
(CCCU) offer a major in anthropology.
But when a student leaves my class
understanding that the U.S. church is
culturally unique, but not perfect; knowing
why we should learn from those who,
though they are culturally different from
us, are still our Christian siblings; and
realizing that culture is part of God’s
design, not a consequence of sin—I know

again why He brought me to Wheaton.

Dr. Brian Howell holds a Ph.D. from
Washington University in St. Louis and
Jjoined Wheaton’s faculty in 2001. He
specializes in global Christianity and has
published work from his research on Baptists
in the Philippines in various journals in
addition to presenting it at international
conferences. He is often asked to address
student groups on topics such as cross-cultural
ministry, gender, and popular culture. He and
his wife, Marissa Sabio, have three children.



by Jessica L. Allen

Write to Be Heard

Ask Jeremy Weber "05 what most inspires
him to be a journalist, and you may be
surprised at his response. It’s not the thrill
of having a byline in a published
newspaper article, nor the pride of
producing award-winning investigative
coverage. It’s not the lure of traveling to
historic and exotic locations, nor the
intrigue of meeting fascinating
personalities. It’s not even the joy of
writing.

Above all of
these things (many
of which he has
already experienced
as a college
student), Jeremy wants to be a journalist
simply to help those who cannot help
themselves.

“The chance to tell people’s stories—to
bring them to a broader audience—is
what I really enjoy;” says Jeremy, a commu-
nications major with an emphasis in media
studies, and a recipient of an Alumni
Association Senior Scholarship award.

“I've become more concerned about
social justice issues,” he adds.

His interest in journalistic writing
began in high school, and has developed
with increased exposure to the profession.
In addition to writing for The Record, he
spent a month in Washington, D.C., with
the Council of Christian Colleges and
Universities (CCCU) Summer Institute
of Journalism, which he describes as his
first opportunity to write about the “real

world.”’

student profile

“l never thought that God could use me as
an effective tool...but He did use me to do

something for His kingdom. . . .” Jeremy Weber ‘05

A number of Jeremy’s articles have
since been published in his hometown
paper The Tiuth, in Elkhart, Indiana; one
piece, analyzing the difference in cost
between prescription and generic drugs
for uninsured consumers, even received a
state press award. “It was a very simple
thing, but I think that article benefited a
lot of people just by giving them useful
information,” he notes.

In his quest to become a sagacious
observer of the human condition, Jeremy
also credits his involvement with the
Honduras Project (HP) with helping him
to connect with the needs of others with
compassion, and explains that it has fueled
a desire to ultimately use journalism in
support of international missions work.

“Growing up, I always thought missions
was just something for people who woke

up with a burning vision for Zambia in

their heads every morning,” jokes Jeremy,

adding that conducting relief work and
constructing water systems in rural
Honduran villages has been both a
humbling and empowering ministry. “It
made the global church and the needs of
the developing world real to me. More
than statistics and my intellectual
understanding of those needs, I had faces
and relationships to attach to them. It
changed my attitude about pretty much
everything I do.”

An HP participant for the past three
years, he served first as a team member,
then logistics manager, and finally as
project director.

“I never thought that God could use
me as an effective tool under the
circumstances, given my background and
limited training; but He did use me to do
something for His kingdom,” Jeremy
reflects. “Experiencing that is something I
want to share with others who might not
know they can make a difference . . .
stories of what God is doing not just in

Honduras, but around the world.”
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¥n' the world

by Jennifer Grant °89

Dare in Order to Know

In the summer of 2004, Professor Joseph Spradley made two international trips

out of a commitment to serve others—and out of a quiet delight in exploring what life is like

for his neighbors around the globe.

You could say Dr. Joseph Spradley
knows something about commitment.
This year he celebrates his 50th wedding
anniversary, and he has taught physics at
Wheaton just shy of that. And yet, in the
context of that kind of steadfastness, he
chooses to extract himself from the
familiar to travel to virtual war zones, to
desperate slums, to cities teeming with
alien sights, smells, and sounds: Cairo,

Beirut, Sao Paulo, Nairobi.

NAIROBI

Until late in the 19th century, it was a
swampland where the Maasai people led
their livestock to drink. By 1900, a
newly-built railway helped to create
Nairobi, today a city of more than two
million people. It is a city that advertises
the presence of its embassies, business
headquarters, universities, and upscale
suburbs. And, as is the case in so many
cities around the world, slums spread
out like lengthening shadows beneath
the skyscrapers and shiny five-star
hotels.

Last summer Dr. Spradley made his
fourth visit to Nairobi since 1988 to
teach at Daystar University. The
university aims, in part, “to provide
Christian-based higher education . . . for
the expansion of God’s kingdom in the
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world.” Its graduates work in many
African countries, devoting their lives to
expressing their faith in the context of
their careers, often in very troubled
settings.

Dr. Spradley and his wife, Marilyn
Carnett Spradley ’65, spent five weeks
last summer at the Athi River campus,
located 25 miles east of Nairobi. The last
five miles of the trip are traveled on
dirt roads where it is not uncommon to
spot zebras and giraftes.

In this setting, Dr. Spradley taught a
history of science course to 45 African
students from seven countries. Though
most of his students had some science
background, they had not explored its
implications and relationships to
Christian faith.

“The students work very hard. Six or
so were mothers with young children.
Other students looked after the children
while the mothers were in class,” he
notes. “A number of the students were
refugees from Rwanda with almost
unimaginable stories.”

Several months after his trip, Dr.
Spradley says a visit with one of his
Rwandan students remains fresh in his
mind. She told about the deaths of most
of her family, and her escape to a

neighboring town. It was there that she

met her future husband, a student
enrolled at Daystar.

Counting such encounters with
students a privilege, Dr. Spradley and
Marilyn hope to return to Nairobi in a
year or two to teach once again at

Daystar.

SAO PAULO
Also in the summer of 2004, on a visit
funded in part by the Wheaton Alumni
Association, Joseph and Marilyn visited
Sio Paulo, Brazil, staying at the home of
their daughter Susanna Spradley Smoak
’88 and son-in-law Thomas *86.
Susanna and Thomas are missionaries
in Sdo Paulo. The city’s population of 19
million makes it the largest city in the
western hemisphere. Like Nairobi a half
a world away, it is a city of extremes—
there are mansions and nearby luxury
beach resorts as well as miles of slums.
The Smoaks serve with Action
International Ministries, an evangelical,
nondenominational agency working to
bring the love of Christ to the urban
poor in Asia, Latin America, and Africa.
In addition to spending cherished time
with Susanna, Thomas, and their four
children, the Spradleys met with other
missionaries to offer support and

encouragement.



1. Dr. Joseph Spradley and
his wife, Marilyn Carnett
Spradley '65, visit one of
the natural wonders

of the world, Iguagu Falls,

in southwestern Brazil.

2. On their trips to Brazil,
the Spradleys offer support
to the missions efforts of
daughter Susanna Spradley
Smoak 88, and their son-
in-law, Thomas 86,
pictured here at their home
in Sao Paulo with their
children: Isaac, 13,

Lillian, 10, Esther, 7, and
Hope, 2.

3. Thomas Smoak ‘86, a
missionary with Action
International Ministries,
leads an annual prayer
breakfast for local pastors

and other church leaders.

4. Thomas Smoak ‘86 and
Marilyn Carnett Spradley
‘65 explore a jungle
property with Swiss and
Brazilian co-workers. The
missionaries hope to
develop the land into a
campground for use in their

ministry to street children.

“Theirs 1s very intense work,” Dr.
Spradley says. The Smoaks serve some of
the world’s forgotten residents—abused
and neglected street children. They help
parents of the children they serve obtain
employment, drug rehabilitation, and—
when possible—reunion with their
children.

The Spradleys have traveled to Sio
Paulo nine times, and know the work
well. On his visits, Dr. Spradley also
leads interdenominational devotionals
with the Brazilian nationals. Last
summer, the Spradleys visited the
Interlagos Presbyterian Church (sister
church of their home congregation),
offering support to the church
leadership during a difficult time in the
ministry.

“We helped Susanna and Thomas
entertain about a dozen leaders from the
church in their home, visiting and
praying with them and videotaping brief
testimonials from each for our home
church,” Dr. Spradley says.

These trips leave them with a deep
sense of gratitude for the many blessings
they enjoy at home. “We are always
encouraged by short-term service
abroad—by seeing Wheaton alumni in
action and sharing their examples with

students at home.”

1o learn more about the Smoak’s work

in Sdo Paulo, visit the Action International

Ministries Web site at wwiw.actionintl.org.
Or to learn more about the work

of Daystar University in Kenya, visit

www. daystarus. org.

WHEATON



president’s commentary

“Our challenge as Christians must always be to avoid

Duane Litfin President

allowing flatlander restrictions to establish the parameters for our thinking.”

t is important for those involved in

Christian higher education to
distinguish the demands of Christian
thinking from the challenges Christians
face in communicating with their non-
Christian colleagues. Yet these two issues
are often confused, not least in
discussions of whether, and if so how,
Christian scholars can function within
the secular marketplace of ideas.

What we need, I think, is to view such
communication as an exercise in
transposition, analogous to the argument
of C.S. Lewis in his essay of the same
title.

In communicating with his or her
secular colleagues, what the Christian
scholar is about, to use Lewis’s terms, is a
“kind of transposition or adaptation from
a richer to a poorer medium,” that is, a
transposition from a fuller Christ-
centered understanding that is charged
with significance, to the secularist’s more
circumscribed understanding that may be
strong on facts but weak on meaning.

Here’s the challenge. “If we can
imagine a creature who perceived only
two dimensions and yet could somehow

be aware of the lines as he crawled over
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them on the paper,” Lewis says,
we shall easily see how impossible
it would be for him to understand.
At first he might be prepared to
accept on authority our assurance
that there was a world in three
dimensions. But when we pointed to
the lines on the paper and tried to
explain, say, that “This is a road,”
would he not reply that the shape
which we were asking him to accept
as a revelation of our mysterious
other world was the very same shape
which, on our own showing,
elsewhere meant nothing but a
triangle. And soon I think, he would
say, “You keep on telling me of this
other world and its unimaginable
shapes which you call solid. But isn’t
it very suspicious that all the shapes
which you offer me as images or
reflections of the solid ones turn out
on inspection to be simply the old
two-dimensional shapes of my own
world as I have always known it?
Is it not obvious that your vaunted
other world, so far from being the
archetype, is a dream which borrows

all its elements from this one?”*

The Christian scholar’s task in
communicating with a secular audience
is akin to one who lives in a three-
dimensional world trying to communi-
cate that fuller picture to a figure who
lives in only two dimensions. Sometimes
it can’t be done. Thus, for purposes of
communication, Christians in purely
secular venues may restrict themselves,
temporarily and in ad hoc ways, to a
flatlander’s perspective. Such adaptations
are justifiable and by no means useless.

But it is crucial to remember that these
same restrictions must never be allowed
to constrain the way we think, at least
not if our thinking is to be distinctively
Christian. There is something sad, and
dangerous too, about watching Christian
scholars sanitize not merely their
communication, but their very thought
processes to satisfy the demands of their
secular guild. Our challenge as Christians
must always be to avoid allowing
flatlander restrictions to establish the
parameters for our thinking.

Loving God with our minds demands
no less.

* The Weight of Glory, “Transposition”
(1949).
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| ulie Bullock "04 knows the value of hard work

She transferred to Wheaton her sophomore year, after questioning whether she could afford
the price tag. Working part-time as a marketing assistant for a local company, Julie was able to pay

for a portion of her education—an education she values for the way it shaped her life.

“I'm a very ditferent person now hecause of Wheaton. My eyes were
opened to the needs of others . . . and to the way God met my own needs
hefore | even knew what to ask.”

Through her part-time jobs, Julie discovered her talent for marketing and is now pursuing
her MBA. But it was volunteering in the annual giving department at the College that
heightened her appreciation for those who give to the Wheaton Fund. “Meeting the generous

people who made it possible for me to be at Wheaton enriched the value of my education.”

! Thﬂ“k Vﬂll Today, Julie isn't just a graduate; she’s also a donor. “God has blessed me with a good job.

And I want to help future students, the way others helped me,” she says.

Your gifts to the Wheaton Fund make this unique college experience possible for many

students like Julie.

You, too, can help lower the cost of a Wheaton education for every
student by about $10,000 each year through your gift to the Wheaton Fund.

To learn more about the Wheaton Fund please contact the Office of Advancement
or the Alumni Office at 1.800.525.9906. You may give online at

www.wheaton.edu/GivingtoWheaton



Art of the Journey

Jim ‘69 and Mary West
Whitmer 76, RN ‘67, say their
freelance photography “has been
an amazing spiritual journey. . . .
We've enjoyed translating

God's beauty into images people
can use.” They've traveled
literally to Timbuktu and back,
providing photography for a
number of Christian organizations

and churches, as well as secular

newsstand magazines. Both
“Afternoon in Venice” Mary and Jim, however, say their
Photograph by Jim '69 and Mary West Whitmer ‘76, RN '67 most fulfilling, yet heart-rending,
assignments are to the
impoverished two-thirds world,
where “the children are

happy, regardless of what they
have.” The Whitmers live in
Wheaton, and have three grown
sons: Rick 91, Steve 93, and
Jason "00.
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